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t£l)c Jlural .Stijools of SasUatclietuan
Some Practical Observations

2?p Augustus t). ‘2?all, ,fR.a.. U.TL.23., Jnsprttor of >cbools at Portion
11K.SK urr the farmer»' schools 

ami it is most titling that 
The Glide »houl«) give 
attention to them for they 
are the very foundation of 
a *y»tem, strenuously 
advocated by The Glide, 
whith aim» at the intelli
gent administration of those 

affair» vitally concerning the progrès» of 
rural communities

The needs of the rural schools of Sask
atchewan do not lie in the direction of 
changes so much as in the direction «>f the 
efficient development of the possibilities 
which the system has already projected. 
Suggestions for realising this efficiency 
aill be givpjHti the course of this article 
A» far a»nhe external conditions govern
ing the rural schools are concerned the 
machinery is in very good running order. 
The province has made generous provis
ions for education. Particularly liberal 
financial assistance is given for the 
maintenance of rural school* The grant*
can be earned in full whenever an average 
attendance of six pupils can be maintained 
The school districts tax themselxes freelx 
fur educational purpose» and fine build
ings with ex cel lent equipment are every
where seen. Then, there are provision* 
governing the qualifications of teachers 
and regulations euntfolliug the operation 
of schools, a system of inspection to see 
that the school law and regulations are 
observed, the course of study followed 
and the most approved methods of 
teaching practiced But. notwithstand
ing all this machinery, the latest available 
information shows <l) that in tWwt only 
ML M per cent of the pupil* enrolled w« re 
in attendance; (<> that l>u provisional 
certificate* were issued during 1WJJ , 

-tS) that in I Win. ItflO was the highest 
number of teacher» employed at any one 
time whereas I»I7 teacher* were rtgp»- 
tered #» having taught . <b that during 
the last five year* liOtl person* have 
rrwvrd lirmsr» to teach in Saskatchewan, 
(*; in It**», MW mU>I district* were 
without a trucker ; (fly w It**» owe-seventh 
4 the schools were open h»* thaw lUd day• 
<i7> at the hrginnieig uf |WU there were 
IU1 seftasd district • ,
1W figure* if your r*n 1er» will lake 

the inauldr to think out their sig » i fine ace, 
indiente rrftein «listmet need* and suggest 

that ihr man on 
the land will probably have to solve fur 
himself The preside ms lefer to fll 
larger enrol meet ; if; regular al tendance. 
i9j qualified experienced Irachrfs , ll; 
permanent teachers ; *J> longer school
ytnr

the Mural -Scfinal IMnlrirt
The average trhoul di*tnrt comprise*

t ~

sortions «4 land, that is, an area four 
mile» U> four, four hy •»* or five by fixe 
with the school-house as Xr*r the centre 
as the load allowance* permit At present 
the exrn-numhrfed section* are general- 
ly seltlr*! and the *»dd-numbered "held 
by speculators “ If SUV rea*hr rare* to 
drew « diagram of a district five nubs 
square hr will readily or that « hildfen 
In lag in the far corner* have possibly 
five and our-balf or four ea*l on»’ball 
mile* to travel to a wlowd utanted on a 
rued allow a me surrounding the mobile 
wrtion. This c..wso|rral»-cw reveals a 
prominent negative influence on the 
usefulness uf the rural school, bug 
distance la the older »«C rtrfief settle 
meats there is a *taldr at the sc fined and 
pupils drive or ltd» la the newer or 
p*—re? the pupils residing at three long 
distances attend irregularly or not at elf 
A tbibl who ha* l»s**IN more thaw two 
nubs over the »rdlwaty pram* trail* 
»n summer or winter K at the outset of 
the «lay s work, setb*udy handicapped 
kdd to the walk a odd lunch half eat,a 

••n the nay to echoed of at recess, ineuffi. 
event enter sepnly and lfie long walk home; 
add also lb» farm work that often pre- 
>4r* ami follows the period at school and 
It wilt be conceded that half the pupil* 
of the rural district if they gpia an 
educnUon at all do so under cvvemetanre* 
• hat call into play the great virtue* of

C
courage, perseverance and endurance 
The pathetic side appears when the soul 
gains at the expense uf the body and the 
w hole being suffers a loss of efficiency. 
The obvious need here i> conveyance, 
public or private, within the district.

Ventilation of the School*
As now being generally erected the 

school-house i» a building of commodious 
proportions. Formerly a school eighteen 
f. vt by twenty-four a 
»ire, now a building twenty-four by 
thirty-six is common The larger sixe 

rovides more air and more even warmth; 
ut, the provision for proper ventilation 

i- almost invariably inadéquat) I 
not t|igre»» to prove the necessity of pure 
air. Lrt it be sufficient to say that, of 
the factors expressing the vital efficiency 
of the human organism, the lungs are the 

!,!. f V- wonder then n » crusade f«.r

The practice of beautifying rural school 
sites i» increasing Wg owe it to our boys 
and girls to educate them wherever 
possible amid beautiful natural surround
ings. The school yard can be ma th
at tractive in a very few veers and the 
work that the pupils do themselves 
towards this beautifying is an excellent 
part of their training Our children are 
undoubtedly the better for it inasmuch 
as the love of the beautiful is a long step 
towards the love of the good. 1 need 
not refer readers of The Gi iue to the 
large number of schools with ugly sur
roundings. 1 think they are still the rule. 
Yet I lielieve that this will not long be 
the case 'The man ou the land ha* it 
all in his own ha nets anti as soon as he 
gets a little more time our school ground» 
will he objects of beauty. I .awns, aven
ues, flower gardens, experimental plots

pure air. Trust**# am responsible for 
the proper senttlalton of school bulhfings 
and parent* should being pressure to heui 
on them until their duty in this re suc* I 
is done Tired teacher*, drowsy children, 
disorder, even disense if* m« »**•»* 
ronveqoearcs of impur» ait in the ehml 
The rural trustee while oiling his threshing 
engine should meditate at the same lime 
on the fact that fresh air provide* the 
Iwhrtretiue for the occupant of the 
schoolroom ensuring smooth, efficient 
working •• far as thés condition hi a 
prerequisite

Vfinal Granada
The mini «rhmd is usually the only 

public budding ie the settlement end by

often registers fairly faithfully the intersut 
«4 I he dialriet in ednralfcoael matters

of vegetable* end grains may all be «sen 
around some «d the rural erboul huuse* «4 
Hnakalrfieuaa Home day they will he 
seen around all lion much «4 the n.-ck 
should he done hy teacher ami pupil* t* a 
matter fu< q neat ion At p»»*l I am 
satisfied that the useful and practical in 
•duration must lie «frirtly ami stendfastl* 
pursued a«*d that even eepemmntal nock 
in the cultivation «4 nrhoed gv«»«nd* ie apt 
te ke»«mr a fad end In the hand* of 
l esc b»f* and trustee* with weal «4 ha lam * 
essential work may suffer, hading pupil* 
end parent* to a distrust uf the usefulness 
of all the school eservices fi* want our 
pupils trained te become mtettgeut. 
Ian sliding ntunn «4 food habita and 
idenis, trained te reaped thorn greet 
safeguards *4 pwbfic and private Ufe. the 
aaartUns ef refigUn. lew and worthy

social custom and a system that aims 
broadly will not n«-gl« « t th« grv»t meantial 
subjects of education and the vital, subtle 
in fluences that direct conduct. Balance 
we need in the presence of change. Our 
educational practices aaad sobering But 
this is digressing

School Interior*
The same cunsiderationa of child- 

vulture that apply to the external sur
roundings apply also to the interior. 
Good pictures are so cheap that there 
is no excuse for leaving the walls dismally 
l «are of decoration They should be 
supplied by every district and tastefully 
placed So also the school furniture, 
wood-work and interior finish should all 
provide an education in good lasts

The Janitor
It mill hr a matter of surprise that 

allusion i* in^.lr | 
topic a* the “ janitor-Work' vf »« 
but I knqw that ma»> 
are trustees uf rural sthuuls and 1 wish 
to make Hu* article •» helpful a* 1 am 
able. That the school-room should be 

-»l4r a» possible for teacher 
and pupils is a safe assumptive. They 
•itould work un-:
ol.Uinabh It f.dlows that proxi»ioe 
should hr made i -tees for the
vleaning and heating of school kousrc 

and many an hour of prseinus time 
is Ut in the mor
settle or for the school to "warm up '* 
Pupil* and teacher arrive at the school 
chilled through and there is au comfort 
till well us in the morning It is pitiful 
to see tittle miles «4 six or seven stamping 
and «baking and Mowing to keep them- 
•elxr* warm ie a frojrn •- >
Truly, tbuae who survive will makr * 

Another need appear# 
l-*-»k after the rnmfart «4 the rwldrea 
attending school

pew *4 the rendre* uf Tut 
realise the extent «4 «kihllabur on the 
farm* This is rhmrly eon nested with 
the unset lelartory attesdanee in the 
rural erkoul». I need not point nut the 
roaorqwrm-rs to I hr rhlld «4 rxrmiv* 
tod Iwfore maturity These, phvssrnl. 
mental and tempers mental, err afi had 
and h ted to them
unless «sut of dire nrrrsalty, a suppoastmn 
that I* oanartaalaMr m lhis province 

- «4 o«M- SMI wfi* I.fight
girl*, daughter* «4 a man. • first-rate 
cittern otherwise, who has lhe reputation 
«4 bring **nrtl-fixed.“ have worked at the 
hardest kind* «4 farm lain»# in all weathers 
up to an age when they ate el «wet 
•shamed to gt. !.. oh.*4 libra children
arc intelligent and amUllowe this sort «4 
(f>«ii»n.t break# their hearts and though 
phy*trnl harm may not fulloe. • broken 
•pent reel# a *ka«h»e oxer lke»f elude 
after Ide Megfvt sad resent meat take 
the place of gratitude end filial love when 
thought* «4 I heir home •••nr into the 
mind I could give many such instances 
but «ne illustration i*fi*«* to bring this
laiwllce to the children nndec net Ire 
Thounh who should he at irfiaul during 

. .« V|>i.alei and OUtfifl
kept et h..t. *le ie the tafinW
farm duties «4 the haying and harvest 
•rnem II U a seem us thing fur the fislr 
that children should he reared in ignaennrs. 
it Is «adder for the «hlblren In grow up 
without that consecutive training ef mind 
and heart that sadefs rdnration give* 

fki# prweinen
for many, many teem In come will 
rontiene Ie add la its papulation I how* 
•ad# «4 immigrant# who come mainly 
with the ohycet 4 tilling the soil The 
pn4es*SMwl and «--mmeminl servkuu 1er 
•H these people will he I fie Work ef an# 
one rheldren those now in the irfiiili 
They should he edwealed In arusprrl ef 
filfiag the useful aad d-oraMe places in 
the comment! y They will net stay an 
the fsrm 4 the rail 4 the rity eppenls In 
them end thee here the energy to heed 
it end the slalit i to succeed And. they 
should heed it tor the cure renews itoeff


