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How Food Prices are Made

,}y Allen |

Benson in Pearson's Magazine

NOTE. :—-Between the producer and the consumer stand a vast army of middlemen, some of them bereft of all

senae u‘ ’n'rhln, who ;.Mrnhy the ‘/ubnlu at hlu'

The producer and the consummer each pays his toll

into the coffers of these middlemen who are not content to simply make a living but swell their profits
“Aﬂ) are the traps that have |-ru set to catch them As yet Ihr\ have dudgrd

by selling their honor
Mr. Benson in this article lays bare the plunderers’ schemes, with a view of stirring both pro

them

ducer and consumer to a sense of the wrongs to which they are subjected

nefanous system

your missprnt lives' Mo folt as
every day of Mis sventy sy
ad bhoen a0 llne & & '
early e be had bogun 1o = !
might save mere raped e had
mony s he wondd have

8 rems b hubwmic plagoe and yello e
fover
Every day be had warhed havd.  Every

boldlar that he LA ypare

thane he gt & $
ander & Mg fat stone in

b had put 1

the ot yard. It seemed 1o Nim 1o be
the safest place  Nobbers might rum

mage through the badtichs, bt the
sould sever think of that slone Yot
every B e i 1 a Adlar fer the
Mane, M wared within twenty |

[ i 8 o U .
sleel trape wr ad the slone Heow .
slment big snough 1o snap off » an'e
e hut he had sever ranght snything

eneept & Tew dogs and Nis awn at

No man hhes 1o die with an
tion potat as tall as & halltree ot the foot
of hs d This  pratieman
Beliwe he paswrd cut he

interrogn

fidn

was determined

§ possibde, 1o know how his maney had
foappeared.  For font vars had
known wiv oar Wabhing W
His net or. obd P Senith, was the man
Bat how Bl turned the trick n 1)
stee] traps was more than he i e
In & way, M had & great admirstion for
Wil ) 2

About twe days helare the miser sas
scheduled 1o die, Bl called to pa .
farewell visit, and the odd man ashed
him about the money, promising. if told

to carry the seeret with him
O thes nditione wmd B
' el ye |
while
the stone and tonk

yere

sllus tomk the mone

you was aslery Simply lifte "p

Bt why ddn't the traps get »
slenost shriehed the odd man, ¢ ng on )
ellwrw

“Why ddna’t you hide your money
under another stone?” aked W
way of Yanker an . Traps he
added, with & little seorn, “dida’t | know

them traps was there?™

For some resson this sweet story out
of the past comes to me as | am about
tell the story of how Beef Trust [[8]]
and the other “"Bille.” Mg and little
fleece the American people of their lls
In many points there is & striking resem
Mance between the pathetic I have
told and the more pathetic story | an
about to tell

ory

For many » American
people  have were
them For many a long day the Amercar
people have known who were the |
robbers, though the ha ve b
some pretty big » ad and 1)

long day the

known whe robbang

red raters

They know the ¢ are the biggest
robbers
They have set traps to cateh the trusts

In the nation the great fourply, hall
beaning, steel jawed Sherman P trust
Law-trap' In almost cach of the States
& smaller trap of the same design Bt
though the Sherman trap has now been
ol Jor twenty long years. it has never
caught anything hut ats and dogs

though one or two of the hig Bl

have had 1o crawl ot of their clothes

free themselves, and the little State traps
bave caught nothing but A

It is not given to the goat 1o know what
e master thinks of it for standing »
still while the milk taken that «h i
suchle the goatlets Nor do we know what
the big “ Bells ™, deep down in their hearts
think of us for standing so still while they
plunder our premises. On this subject
] do sot talk —for publication. But,

il they were to talk, who can doubt what
they would say? They would say -

Laurier and the Farmer

When this sense of wrong
is fully realized a storm of indignation will sweep over the continent that will do away with the
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How the Meat Trast Bays "
As sk e ! . a
This be ¢ . Moat I, tak . ' akhe s Woat
the - » v » an i - - s ha " arot .
Vho e - fecided 1 . the & e hega
an s ol oo shing 1 f1 attle e
-~ ' - . i _ as » .
1 of et 5 w » the Siat f vl 1 ot R
i AR WA ' - ha _ .
4 his e v i {1 Swilt . .
™ . { » ‘ J f ! erpera he s
atlt The 1 . . ¢ asked |}
The ade trat . ke w ' what Sate " fe
ahout cattle w g than & gathage E & Sate that teery o aw. T
knows about th wr! ory aht . w 2 with
: t 1) ' He attey . He ok
‘put 1 at L | k » 1
Pullmae ) wlif b at b asts What i t stthe
to Chwrag A .8 1 n rrect and was g |
man, 1 A a2 et . . Jrew | ket ook
mined 1t wh around & lttle among the  san  over 1) N .
buyers t AR - wou fer the b aht . " t ran P .
wrews s the Ha F . t
On & pleasant after f . ed -
to the offien of Ar & Comg ) . ok the & fr
A geotleman = was as pleasant as the - " ) will ha
alter liate s gt ent 1 swift & T are 1
that be had cattle ¢ The Ar - 2 eatthe 1 '
man asked from what state t) > o ole - ¢
P 1 e was e 1 Sadl t L aw ! went
With the na ng of 1) ' ) al hack ¢ swif T . . whom
was off Ar "N W . not had » . "
‘L ot f ' O Y ot ;
st A ¢ npra - ng named .y W ) . with
S B " Swift wift : ! " adis
wnt & man to look at th y wees wi he t -
e couped up on the srgeon that he b .
heads off, but they | I = t
hands me steers. ar { them Kt to decor flared back the I
agn How murh would todd : I w . ’
Her for then Your eat " - fe seve ays
as named and ) ) ' proved a i
hat = o sow offer s cent and & hall
e att was asl 1 i { 1 offered you the other
think of sceepling » It . an tak ' . '
would be like standing v ne b This « won't be repeated, either
friend's widow robled. e wild go It dida't need 1o be The deal was
elor w here es, sir, go vlsewhere losed on the spot
Then Seift's man made & few coherent This simpia tale gives the first clue o
remarks He » i n the means { erecying a Meat Trust
the offer he had made fortune W the exghnse of the publi
for the moment | It is not & tale of bheaing or skill It
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How the Meat Trast  Sells

1 prew one ¢ S g the public

giee of » ' #w sithple as 1)

- £ » hing the farmer in the price
'] far as the wholesale price
' erned. Tourtern Meat
Tr r what must he paid for
s me of the me in himeell, is
e > wondeelul I their names were
' r ere would aot ree

. » £ them

[ 1. .
or hin { ) fort
fr . o }
. te & great )
T rust t is doubtful
{ the legitimate part of the meat husiness
would enable him to ecarn 825000 »
. N resent income is & gnod many
ne ear. But he and his thirteen
av the National Packing Com
; ne the whelesale price of
' T he fetermine it hecause thes
.t 1 ve of & grest machine
and  have 8000000 000 behind them
Give 8900 000 000 to an '
P e a ar he .
t of thing M )
{ geoed. and a oling
' | 1 )

The » i t of the Meat Tr
machine is the cold storage warehouse
IT it were not for artificial refrigeration
the trust might flecce the rancher all of the
time et not be able to fleece the con
sumer any of the time Without cold

dlar with

wage a meat trust would be like a hur
it toode

The reason is simple

Meat and heat

fon’t go to When heat comes
meatl goes stures could not
be tlow, p wild not be kept high
I wtire dre eat crop would always

market. Mea

be on the would be sold
f hat it i« worth An - supply
{a kind of meat could ant bhe prevented

Artificial ter

enable the trust to proc

warehouses
fuce artificial
et is gever low

I the

As It was in 1907
ws it The excess
P ed. The farmer
Knows f hogs is eut
to oled out to the
. as if the supply
were all hul exh ted
That the § fthe Meat T '
dole everything out.
Make the publ believe there is not
h of ansthing left
Boleter up the tage feeling
pming r ty little  while
If dencunced stortioner, den
eyt h g
tural i Blar
' B wd Keep on
¥ Not  guilt And, if a
r f h enough to ask whes
red pected, the Meat Trust
r tee « and looks to the Loed!
The time may come' when it will need
ook ¢ Lord, with solling eyes
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