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How Food Prices are Made
/Bv JlUen L ‘Demon In Pearum‘% V/ofoxmr

NOTE —Between the producer and thr consumer «Und a vaat army of middlemen, some of them bereft of all 
tenez of bifWf. who plundef the public at large The producer and the conaujper each paye hie toll 
into the coffer* of these middlemen who are not content to eimply make a living but ewell their profite 
by selling their honor Many are the trape that have been set to catch them Aa yet they have dodged 
them Mr Benson m this article lays bare the plunderers schemes, with a view of stirring both pro
ducer and consumer to a sense of the wrongs to which they are subjected. When this sense of wrong 

\ is fully realized a storm of indignation will sweep over the continent that will do away with the 
nefarious system
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merely a «ale «4 »-4d I4»*«f»d f*.W«ery 
ll take* easts beams end • g»**d deal «4
a*'œ y CW mmisnlity In mnwopeiigs 
e greet busies** is Ike land wkere tks lew 
say* a*ownp»4is* sknll be killed a ad SM»w»p- 
•4»sts put is p*i»«m. bwt. given Iks monop
oly. it i* e simple matter fas a few meat 
porker* to Ipp«tm* tks country sm»»ug 
tk»ms»l»»s. no owe competing wilk 
another, sad *sy t«* reltk raiser* **1*11 
oier you *n murk take it ns leave it 
This **ie* ail ant be fv|#eled “ Yet 
it •• this .«at .4 brainless bullying that 
has kept tks price of rattle down *n low 
tkat *Wsetary Wilson was moved to eey 
is ki* lest anneal report tkat the farmer 
i* receiving barely a* murk for hi* raw 
•lm| a* he did nées to fowisww yean 
ago
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be had *sea lief ore rame out to see hi* 

** You may ka»e mr rattle at tke pri«e 
named. * *oi«l Ike WVs|«aa man. with 
the mournful little air tkat as appemiis 
person u*rs when he tells Ike attesting 
surgeon tkat he may lagia tbs operation 

"I won't give you that price gbw." 
flared hark tke buyer ft»r ?*wit. “ | 
told you I wouldn't repeat tkat oier. 
Your cattle have l«een here several days, 
and they haxen't improved any. I 
will n«*w <*irr you a cent and a half 
a i»ound less than 1 oisrsd you the other 
day. and you «an lehr it or kave it. 
This oier won't lis repealed, either."*

It didn't need to be. The deal was 
cloved *»n tk *p«»t.

This *imidK*alc-ZiA*e* the first clue to 
tke means «4 emSiftg a Meat Trust 
f«#tune it tke <4 tke public
It •* sot a tale «4 braies or «kill It i*

Laurier and the Farmer

process *4 robbing tke farmer in Ikr pries
of cattle «*o far as tke wbnfewde price 
o# meat is concerned, fourteen Meet 
Trust mew tell you what must be paid for 
amet. Vans of the mew. in kimseff. t* 
*o very wonderful If I heir name* were 
to be printed here. VOW would not remg. 
aire some «4 them Og«kn Armour 
Himself is not *o very wonderful lie- 
nrive him «4 hi* fortune, prevent him 
from eierrising his knowledge «4 How to 
operate a great machine like Ike Meat 
Trust, ami it is doubtful if hi* knowledge 
<4 the kgilinmle part <4 Ike meat businea* 
•,H«Id enable him to ears Ptt OOO e 
3*W- Hk prevent income is a good many 
millions a war. But he and his thirteen 
a senates in Ike National Parking fom- 
panv determine the wh«4e*ale price #4 
meat. They determine it because they 
are at the levers «4 a great machine 
and have Swnonnonno behind them 
f.iv» •onn non.not) to any man who is not 
an ab*«»liite ass and he will determine • 
l*»« of thing*. Give him also a good grain 
«4 Çtssd. and a howling vacuum where his 
«en*e «4 justice ««usht to be. and he may 
astonish the nation

The main eylinder «4 the Meat Trust 
machine i* the cold storage wareh«mse 
If it were not for artificial refrigeration, 
the true! might fleece the rancher all #4 the 
time, yet sot he able to fleece the rot*, 
sumer as y of the time. Without cold 
sVeage a meat trust would be like a bur
glar without tools.

The reason is simple. Meat and Heal 
don t go together. When heat comes 
meat goes. If temperatures could not 
lie kept low. prices could not he kept high 
The entire dressed meat crop would always 
l»e OO the market Meat would he sold 
ft^hal it is worth. An esccssive supply 
«4 any kind of meat could not be prevented 
from forcing prices downward 

Artificial temperatures in the warehouses 
enable the trust to produce artificial 
prices in the market Meat i« low
If the h«ur crop is hit. as H was in ISO*, 
the consumer never know* it. The excess 
i* put in *t-rage. ,*r exported. The farmer 
know* it because the price «4 hogs is rut 
to pieces, but pork is doled .Hit to the 
c onsumer at top-not< he*, as if the supply 
acre all but exhausted.

That is the pedky of the Meat Trust — 
dole everything out.

Make the puMic believe there is not 
m*»ch «4 anything l«4t.

Hol«1er up the shortage feeling by 
• hooping Up fai.c* every little while

If denounced a« an extortioner, deny 
everything.

Blame "natural conditions " Blame 
the farmer*. Blame anyUdy. Keep on 
pleading " Not guilty." And. if any 
num*kull i« fo<4i«h enough to ask whence 
relief may l»e expected, the Meat Trust 
r«4ls its eyes and looks to the Lord?

The time may come-when it will need 
to look to the Lewd. witlu/oHing eyes.


