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cach and small fruit ot as bigh = B0
por dosen, while Magitobs sursery men
sell the same Hass of stock at 30c. and
0150 1o 90 per dosen. | saw & price
Nl of an agent for an Ostario sursery
s few days ago. which set odL'qnoud

X 20 to 50 per oesl. Mg thas

ailobs but gave & st of varie-
e mainly estively worthless bere
This list stated on its face that the varie
thes were such s had been tested st the
western experimentsl farms and were
found safe 1o ot o the west, but &

s matter of fact this sislement was
sbeolutely false, for mont of the varicties
were abwolutely worthless. For instance,
fa w st of Jn dosen plum treep. there
was not one siagle vaniety that would
ripen in this country, conmquently aay
ose who bought sny of these plums
(and the agrat said be had sold thousands
of them) would absolutely throw awa: his
money without any possibility of getting
say value in return. Pretly much the
same was true of the warietion of apples
recommended. Most of the orsamental
trees and plants recommended were
wtterly worthipee TH™ these provisces
Peonien, that Manitoba growers sell at
S0c. were listed st BL00 sach, and 20 on
This is sulcient to show how the far-
mers are duped when they buy this
worthless pursery stock from agents of
United States or Eastern Canada dealers.
The cost of buying stock through agents
s saturally excessive, ss it cosls about
%0 cent. of the price to deliver the
stock, counting commissions, express
delivering, collecting, ete. Still, even
allowing for this, the prices are high
U farmers would buy direct from home
purserien, they would get stock worth
immensely more, and they would not
pay s much for it

NURSERYMAN
LA N
ON COAL PRICES.

Bditor, Gowe:~The report of the
commitiee of the Manitoba Grain Grow-
ers’ Amociation, sppointed to investi-
gate the coal problem, is inadequate
snd would indicate that the enquiry
itaell was very superficial

Any satisfactory investigation must
begin with the mining. To whom should
the conl belong? For whose beoefit should
the mines bLe operated? Are they st
present being worked fairly for the com-
mon good? Or are Lthe present gmfrtw
tors exacting an undue profit. hen
we should see if the railways are charging
too high & rate of freight. These finda-
mental questions the committee has cho-
sen Lo ignore, and has pounced upon the
retailer as the chiel sinner, no doubt
because he is the eagiest got at.

The evidence, as Lo the dealer’s profits,
is summed up thus—" About $1.00 seems
to be the profit the dealers demand for
bandling Souris coal, and $1.50 for Leth-
bridge and Galt.” Our own dealer in
Gainsboro pays 8375 at the mine for
Galt and $4.20 freight and sells at 88,50,
selling at & nominal profit of 55c. per ton,
but actually at & loss.

As the Souris forms the bulk of the
trade in southern Saskatchewan we will
examine it. Cost at mine, #R15
Preight $1.00. Unloadi f5e. This
leaves & nominal profit :00 cents per
ton or $000 on 1,000 tons, a good year's
business. Deduct from this $100 for
waste and shrinkage, $100 for rent and
insurance, and variable sums for bad
debts and Joss of interest on overdue
accounts. The dealer, accordingly, has
less than $400 for his year s work. How
many farmers are “up against it’ so
badly? Would we sow in hope if that
were our prospect? If the mining com-
panies are unfauir, let us make common
cause with the dealers (we would not
possibly do without them) and secure
justice for all. Unquestionably the re-
port gives the retailer a clear sheet; lot
us admit it, a thing which the committee
does not seem to do. They say “ Taking
it altogether we find that there exists
an association, the object of which is
to protect the dealer, to keep up the price
and to prevent freedom of trade in coal;
they have not come to maturity yet,
but are growing stronger.” The com-
mittee does not say whether this is an
association of mine owners or retailers.
If it is of the mine-owners, it cannot
be to protect the dealer, except as it
benefits themselves to do so. If the
Grain Growers’ Association is to retain
its present t influence, it must, above
all things, fair. “It must not attack
the wrong party. It must not run
amuck. retailer has bhardships and
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troubles that we never dream of snd b
vastly more st the merey of the mailway
and the combine thas is the farmer

W. D. MOORE
Gainsboro

SOCIALISM MISUNDERSTOOD.

Editor, Guion:—1 guite agree with
your correspondest, Mr. Boerma, that
there is considerable misunderstanding
about Socialism, and through ignorance
of the subject too. | am, Kke probably
90 per oent of the readers, rather in the
a'r-,-«. 20 aa Mr. Boerma seenws to
be somewhat of an suthority, besides
being in touch with quite & reference
brary, would it be too much to ask him
to kindly enlighten uws, by giving this
“Summing up.' What s the aim of
Socialism’ How do they propose to
sttaln it? For instance how will their
industrial revolutions be brought abowt
and by what means’ Nationalism of the
land sccomplished, Government carried
on, revenue raised, national debt paid,
and what part will the millionaires play?
Mr. Boerma s amusingly isconsistent
He tells ws that New Zealand s otill
under " the production for profit aystem.’
That Socialissm means production for
wse not profit. Then as an excuse for
the prosperity of the farmer under
present enlightened?’ system, he gives
the short crops and resulting high prices;
“but two good crops after Lhis sesson
in the principal wheat producing coun
tries, will see prices take an enormous
tumble.” Now one would expect Mr
Boerma, a8 & Socialist 1o rejoice in the fact
that & bountiful harvest would bring
cheaper bread to his poorer brother; but
no, be suggests that the farmer hold
for higher prices, in other words for a
larger profit. “One mans peed is an-
others opportunity.” This is & bhard
fact, and & fact that will remain so long
as the charmscter of the individual who
who go o the making of the community
or state, remain imperfect. Man in the
future may become perfect. It '» m{
belief that, that is the goal, but it will
be evolution through the agency of educa-
tion, not by a Socialistic nvn{uhnn
Boisevain, Man E. B. CHAMBERS
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EVOLUTION OF THE COAL TRADE

Editor, Guiog:—I submit a few figures
prevailing in early days of coal. Galt coal
was .00 r ton, lob. Lethbridge,
cash }'M[K was 8350 per tom to
Yellow Grass. The local agent signed
an exclusive contract with the coal com-
pany, wherein he was authorized to charge
f3c. per ton advance on carlots; 50ec.
per ton when sold off cars, direct and
75¢. advance when sold from shed. The
early dealers lived up to the price part
of this contract and IL profits were suffi-
cient, but by no means exorbitant. The
price on board cars, was reasonable,
butl the freight was high. These prices
prevailed in 1900 and 1901. Today, the
retail price has risen from $6.30 and $0.55
to $8.00 per ton straight. Part of this
extra $1.50 goes to the mining company,
part goes to the provincial general agenta,
about 25c. per ton, and a considerable
amount to the retailer,

Soft coal, lignite, sold in November,
1899, Lo.b. Roche Percee at 85c. per ton,
a price barely sufficient to cover working
expenses. After this little price war was
over, prices advanced to 81.25, then the
Souris Coal Mining Co., absorbed several
competitors andthe price advanced to $1.50
for 1901-2. The coal companies then
doing business, would sell to any person,
and the local dealer fixed his own pro-
fits, usually 50c. per ton. The freight
rate, $1.00 per ton was very high consider-
inquhe distance.

hree parties, the mining companies,
the railway and the local dealer, divide
the price the farmer pays for his coal,
Freight rates should be revised by the
railway commission, when found excessive.
All coal companies should be compelled
to sell to consumers direct at the lowest
cash rate, thus eliminating general agents
as well as local dealers. This action
would cause dealers to lower their price,
to cover cost of handling retail and would
cut olit the general agents commission
which is just a “graft.”

In view of the large conl bearing areas
now "Pﬂ‘i‘"f to railway communication
around Willow Bunch, South Western
Saskatchewan, some effort should be
made to secure supplies from there or
cost of mining; unlimited quantities
of good lignite coal are to be found there.

EX-COAL DEA .
Yellow Grass, Sask. .
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Parmars from the Theee

JOHMN BAIRD Fropetetor

Rates, SI.SO per day
Free Bus from all Trains
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From Factory to

Cater's Wood and
Iron Pumps for hand
and windmill use, at
teduced prices.  Over
15,000 now in use in |

Write for \

Dept. 8.

CATER’S PUMPS

STAR
WINDMILLS

14.1t. Star
Power Mill
with 800 Floor Grind
ors Ouly $180

13«1t Star
Powaer Mill
with Mast Orinder
Only $110

12470 Star
Power Min
with mast erinder
Only 8100

8- Pumping M
and 30 1. Seeel Tower
Only 880
All Power Mills are
fitted with Upriaht
Shaftine. Guy Rods
and Tam nekiae

ready for arection

ADDRRSS

BRANDON PUMP & WINDMILL WORKS

BRANDON, MAN.
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Why a Magnet?)

Cream Separator *
BECAUSE

The MAGNET coming after the experi-
ence of the previous 20 years completely
vercomes all the objectionable features
of other tiachines besides the introdac
tion of many new festures
In the ten years no radical changes have
been required becguse its construction is
on perfect mechanical lines.  Every day
work has demonstrated its completeness
It will pay you to know about the
gl double supported bowl A postal to the
T
The PETRIE Mfg. Co. Limited
WINNIPEG
HAMILTON CALGARY REGINA
ST. JOHUN MONTREAL VANCOUVER

i-755<"NO WATER TO FREEZE

A Marvel of Sim, y. ' The Goes like Sixty” Engiue
is always ready for work. Splendidly adayted for opera-
ing all ight farm machinery such as I‘l

tor, Wood Saw Feed Cutter.Grinder.ete. Positively
guaranteed, Free trial.
sizes. Gilson Mfg. Co.Ltd. .92 York St.,Guelph.OntL

ump,Chaorn.Separa-

A<k for Catalogue. _All
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