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ON COAL PRICES.
Editor. Gules:—The report of the 

ce» salt lee of the Maailobe Grata Crew- 
iavs.fi- 

ela 
eaqairy

era1 Aasooeliea. appui Bird le iavesli 
sate the cool proUeat. is iaadrqaab 
sad eeeld indicate that the eequir; 
i tarif eae eery superficial

A ay satbfartory iaveatipalioa meet 
begia etlb the mimag Te ebon akoeld 
the teal belong,’ fur eheee be Belt ahuald 
the an ace be operated.* Are they at 
preerat beiap worked fairly for the com­
mon foodf Or are the preerat propne- 
tara eaactia* aa eedee proll. Tbra 
we sboeld ere il I be railways are cbqrgiag 
too high a rate al freight. These ftfada- 
BMBtal qeestiom the commillee baa cbo­
ar a to ignore, aad baa postered epoe the 
retailer » the chief lia err. no doubt 
became he ia the easiest got at.
The e ride are. ae te the dealer's profit*, 

ia named ep thee—” About 11.00 seems 
to be the profit the dealers demand for 
handling Souris coat aad fil.M for Drib- 
bridge aad Galt" Our owe dealer ia 
G ai as boro pays AST* at l be mine foe 
Galt aad tilt freight aad erlls at MM. 
selling al a nominal profit of Me. per tom. 
but actually at a lose.

A* the Souris forms the bulk af the 
trade ia southern Saskatchewan we will 
esamiae it. Cost at mine. till. 
Freight •1.00. Ualsatffag Ue. This 
leaves a aoauaal profit of M cents per 
tea or MOO ee 1.000 tons, a good year's 
busters*. Deduct from this 1100 for 
waste aad shrinkage. glOb for rent aad 
insure ate. aad variable sums for bad 
debt* and lose of interest on overdue 
accounts. The dealer, accordingly, has 
less than M00 for his year s work. How 
many fermera are "up against it’ so 
badly? Would we sow in hope if that 
were our prospect? If the mining com- 
ponies are unfair, let us make common 
cause with the dealers (we would not 
possibly do without them) and secure 
justice for all. Unquestionably the re­
port gives the retailer a clear sheet: let 
us admit it, a thing which the committee 
does not seem to do. They my "Taking 
it altogether we find that there relate 
aa association, the object of which is 
to protect the dealer, to keep ap the price 
aad to prevent freedom of trade in coal: 
they have not come to maturity yet, 
but are growing stronger. ' The com­
mittee due* not my whether this ia sa 
association of mine owners or retailers. 
If it is of the mine-owners, it cannot 
be to protect the dealer, except as it 
benefits themselves to do so.. If the 
Grain Growers' Association is to retain
its present great in fine nee, it must, above 
all things, be fair. It must not attack 
the wrong party. It t 
amuck. The retailer has

attack 
must not run

hardships and

Boimevaia. Maa B. B CHAMBERS.
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EVOLUTION OF THE COAL TRADE
Editor, G créa:—I submit a few figures 

prevailing ia sarly days of coal. Gall coal 
was ft-oO per ton. f ob. Lethbridge, 
cash. Freight was M.M per toe to 
Yellow Gram. The local agent signed 
an eidusive contract with the coal com­
pany. wherein he wan noth mined to charge 
tie. per ton advance on car-lots; Me. 
per toe when sold off cars, direct aad 
Tie. advance when sold from shed. The ! 
early dealers lived up te the price part 
of this contract aad the profits were suffi­
cient, but by no mesas exorbitant. The 
price on board cars, was reasonable, 
bat the freight was high. These prices 
prevailed ia IfiOO aad IMI. Today, the 
retail price baa risen from M.30 aad M.M 
to M.M per ton straight. Part of Ibis 
extra fil.M goes to the mining company, 
part goes to the provincial general agents, 
about Me. per ton. and a considerable 
smount to the retailer.

Soft coal, lignite, avid ia November, 
IBM, f.o.b. Roche Percee at fide, per ton, 
a price barely sufficient to cover working 
expenses. After this little price war was 
over, prices advanced to fil.td, then the 
Souris Coal Mining Ox, absorbed several 
competitors aad I he price ail vanceil tofil.dO 
for lMI-g. The cool companies thee 
doing business, would sell to any person, 
and the local dealer fixed his owa pro­
fits, usually Me. per ton. The freight 
rate. M.M per Ion was very high consider­
ing the distance.

Three parties, the mining companies, 
the railway and the local dealer, divide 
the price the farmer pays for his coal. 
Freight rates should be revised by the 
railway commission, when found excessive. 
All coal companies should be compelled 
to mil to consumers direct al the lowest 
cash rate, thus eliminating general agents 
as well as local dealers. This action 
would room dealers to lower their price, 
to cover coat of handling retail and would 
cut ofit the general agents commission 
which is just a "graft"

In view of the large cowl bearing areas 
now opening to railway communication 
around Willow Bunch. South Western 
Saskatchewan, some effort should be 
made to secure supplies from there or 
cost of mining; unlimited quantities 
of good lignite coal are to be found there.
v „ „ EX-COAL DEALER
Yellow Gram, Saak.
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BRANDON PUMP & WINDMILL WORKS
Dept. S. BRANDON, MAN.

Why a Magnet4^ 
Cream Separator •

BECAUSE
The MAGNET coming after the experi­
ence of I hr prvvioiH 20 year* mmplriely 
overcome* all the ohjerti<»nahlr fiattm-s 
of other Machines W-ride* flic int rod ac­
tion of many new feature*.

In tin» ten year* no radical rhangi shave 
been ntpiinti U-cauf* it* court met ion is 
on perff*vt mechanical line*. Every day 
work ha* demonstrated it* completeness.

It will pay yon to know nU.ni the 
donWp supported howl. A postal to tin»

The PETRIE Mfg. Co. Limited
WINNIPEG

HAMILTON CALGARY REGINA
»T. JOHN MONTREAL VANCOUVER
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Ses^MO WATER TO FREEZE
___________ -___ ___“TheGoes like Sixty" tfingiue
is always ready for work. Splendidly adapted for opera- 
ing all ligtv farm machinery such as Pump.Chnm.8epera- 

tor.WoodSaw.FeedCntter.Oroder.etc. Positively 
a .|W.W guaranteed. Free trial. A-k for Tela hume. All 
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