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OT long since a° well known
music teacher of Vietoria

who has had long experiencelin her
work demonstrated her own¥right
to the title of practical by the
following concise statement to THE
HoME JOURNAL, a statement vl}hich
will prove of interest to the teach-
er, the pupil and the parent *like.

|

I often think what a mistaken
idea many parents and friends
have coneerning the education of a
young person in music. 1f the
applied the same reasoning, or lac
of reasoning, to personal. religicn,
thev would, after the convert had
taken formai vows, compel her to
attend to duties that almost vexed
her and to see and heer things in
the conduct of those ‘around most
calculated to irritate and discour-
age piety and sweetness.  People
breeding stock or plants begin at
the beginning to choose conditions
that will produce the best results,
and in the care and the develop-
ment of growing nothing is
allowed to come in contact with it
that will impair its wished for per-
fection.

Now, what is the use of a pupil
taking lessons of a teacher who
loves and strives to inculcate. the
artistic, to have it all overturned
by the every-day distractiops:of a
home so desultorily practical,
prosaic and unappreciative, that
the pupil can never call up within
those precinets one of the feelings
that prevade each lesson? What-
ever does not help must hinder,
and after the endeavors of an anx-
lous mamma or blundering papa to

wretehed mistake is too often made | ti

by these highly practical (7) par.
bl e m W corgr g

ug the bean up the day after|
o see how much it had |
again, the

“ought to be able to sing by this|

time. We've spunt $40 for your|and you will find her p
lessons and now you wont sing for |nbarly as great. '

anyone. Before you took lessons
at all, you used to sing whenever

you wereasked. 1 dum't see the|ins with an o coin
good eof putting out money to edu- thg hope of mﬁng them for a
eate you and you don’t show it.”|¢wo-weeks engs
Many a struggling pupil will read|faetory arrangements can ba made
ang. They |Italian and English operss will be
‘|cases. But, my wise friend, the preciused.on Alugneia ights

the above lines with a
are all too familiar in

Manager Collins is correspond-.
y with

gagement, If satis-

a singer is made by a few lessons

well-meaning parent, do you think [ty peienppa -EANQUET S

any more than a preacher, a doctor
or a painter? m how would
g: like to entrust your soul, your

y or your portrait to one of
these tryos who had spent “$40 in
lessons?” Not a good comparison? |
No, perhaps not to you, but it|
means -just as much to your
daughter when * asked to sing as it |
does to your doctor when asked to
diagnose and preseribe, or . your

artist to portray. She has nat the

reputation of the great profes-
gional, but she has the feelings.
and they are her own—all she has;
and when you try to push her for-
ward against her instinet, you
don’t know how those feelings are
hurt. And it doesn’t do them any
good either to say by implication,
“They know you cannot do much
ana will not expect wuch.”

Many a pupil says, or thinks,
when taki a lessor: “Oh, ifI
could sing this way when at home,
when practicing!” I say it with-
out seeing the remedy—the pupil
can seldom feel that abandon and
“Jift”. at home that characterizes |
the lesson. There are so many

things that are felt by tbe pupil|.

that are not felt by others in the
house—thoughts and feelings that
can never become common ground
between the musical and unmus-
ical of the same circle, that any
attempt to describe them would

fail, And it is these very things|.
so undefined, but so real, that,|

freely indulged, would - make the

pupil’s home practice glorious, but}

stifled or fearfully hidden in that

practical atmosphere, rob the hour|, . . .. (14 man’s advice, and never
‘attend a barristers” banquet. More

of all its charm.

‘One reason why a pupil ad-lwater!
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