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| L pim‘" amonyg nations except through strug-
chich the doetrine of the survival uf'ﬁttv..\‘i
Gornted i their minds to Germany's ultimate trinmpi.
The dream of a supreme place among the nations
of the world was. in itself, dangerous. Coupled with it
wis a4 vet more dangerous doetrine or rather attitude.
This attitude was that anvthing was justifiable which
vained the objeet dear to every German heart, of heing
foremost in the world. Bismarck and his conception of
diplomacy, which could stoop to the forging of a l"'lt‘-
cram in order to cover the poliey of foreing a neigh-
bour (France into war at a time when German arms
would he surest of triumph, was, and 1s still, unrepu-
dizted by the German nation. A national attitude that
could approve sneh dishonourable action could not be
trusted to honestly carry out any programme which
did not lend itself to the furthering of the national con-
ception of a Supreme Germany. '
From sources impregnated with these ideals came
Hindenburg.
With all his might Hindenburg threw himself into
the conflict of 1914 and in his lovalty to these ideals he
never wavered, adding to the general devotion of a

~German to his country, a personal attachment to his

sovereign, which was both touching and highly ered-
itable.  Despite these disadvantages of perspective on
his part we, in coming to proper conclusions as to Ger-
many s position present and future, should not be too
pessimistic i forecasting Hindenburg’s line of action.

From the occas’onal brief glances one gets at the
German situation, it would rather seem that the les-
sons of the war have been, in part at least, learnt by
HHindenburg,  Even if this be not so, we must look
upon Hindenburg as a man of marked intelligence,
completely in accord with the majority of the German
people, and possessing their confidence.  This gives
him an ability to deal with the German situation with
some warrant of finality.  In the present German Re-
public he doubtless recognizes a Republican form of
government which will not give expression to (ier-
many’s Governmerrtal instinets and recognizes that
there must he, not for the moment, but. in due course.
a return to monarchy by that nation.

But the Monarchy to come will not be the absolute
sway of the Hohenzollerns and one could assume that
no Hohenzollern will head that monarchy, There are
other Royval families in Germany towards whom there
would be less antipathy, less resentment and less dis-

“trust than there would be with .the Hohenzollerns.

Oneat Teast, of such families is of superior standing
and rank to the Hohenzollerns in that ranking of aris-
tocracy and royvalty which has been recognized for
centuries n ]‘:lll‘np(\_
Who more capable of appreciating the exact atti-
of the German people towards Monarehy than one
Ss himself a Monarchist?  Who more able to re-
\”!«- ambitions of the Hohenzollerns to reeain
throne than the man whose personal frivndkship

Wiiser has been so signally proven?
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; rashness for the Hohenzollerns to dis-
vice of Hindenburg and it would be in-
Himdenburg’s contact with the Ger-
nas led to his receiving widespread
would not have diselosed to him the
Hohenzollern which found expres.
power was most unquestioned in
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call the strony ()]b])n.\'iii()n to the
isnt which existed in Germanvy all
t confliet. !

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

Aeain, Hindenburg's power will fall far short of
ihat exerted by the monarchy in pre-war days. Opin-
‘ons such as those of Harden, Breightman and others
will find freer expression and have greater effect than
could be the case in anyone else’s Presidency. Com-
munism and Bolshevism will be naturally checked as
daneers by the strong arm of Hindenburg. His con-
ception of Germany's position, re-enforeced by the ex-

“perience and results of the war, will be easily under-

stocd and accepted by the non-military sections of
(Germany. while the military leaders will accept his
judgment, more or less, unquestioningly.

THE BRITISH BUDGET

To Churchill has been given the honour of an-
nouncing to the world the restoration to a gold basis
of the Empire’s coinage. Even the first effects of the
announcement have been such as to indicate the wis-
dom of the policy announced. It is eratifvineg to know
th=t conditions Empire-wide are such as to presage our
coinace reaching a better-than-par position In a com-
paratively short space of time,

(‘cincident with the announcement of the return
to a gold basis we have the re-imposition of the Me-
Kenna duties on luxuries and the re-imposition of an
import duty on silk. We have further certain Imperial
preferences provided,

Taken conjointly these things must of necessity
stimulate trade and give a filip to Imperial develop-
ment that is particularly needed at that time. When
we consider the gold produetion of the Empire we can
fairly well conclude that, with the gold situation alone
in view, the return to a gold standard was near at
hand. When, in addition, the trade balances are con-
sidered we see how wise the Empire’s decision is in re-
storing the gold basis. This move in itself 1s most im-
portant.

The most important announcement made by
Churchill consists in the Tariff announcements or set of
pronouncements  which - shew definitely two things:
First, that Great Britain is no longer wedded to Free
Trade. And Secondly, that an Imperial poliey and an
Imperial viewpoint have become actualities in her fin-
ances.

One cannot doubt that the action of Great Britain
in providing an Imperial preference wil be reciprocated
by every portion of the Empire. 1f so, there is only one
logical and indisputable position. i.e.. that all matters
of financial and internatonal policy in any part of the
Fampire must be governed bv. and administered with
due regard to the interests of the Empire as a whole.
There must be no loosening of the bonds which unite us
to each other and to that mother country who, for so
many vears, discharged a mother’s dutv to her over-
seas children um'mnp]nining]_\-_ (](‘Npit(‘ the ingratitudt‘
and lack of appreciation which, from time to time, ob-
tained expression in different parts of the Empire and,

sometimes, threatened to break the bonds of Imperial
attachment.

Sister nations beyond the seas will welcome the

attitude of our sister nation Great Britain as outlined
mn ('h_lm-lnill's outstanding pronunciamento. Mayv the
.\'I.l]l;\‘hlllt‘ of the sisterly love expressed in Great Brit-
am s preference arrangements he warmly recognized,
and generously responded to, by each and all of the
self-coverning nations overseas. As Canadiang let us
hope that, with this disclosure of British attitude. there
“,"l.l ].'“ banished from our midst those antagonisms to
Britain, those dscontented mutterings for (*“‘m““im In-
ll'liw“'i““mlf this striving after a selfish and self-cen-
U‘M (.';nm«h:m nation—which are not onlv disloval but
likewise essentially selfish and foolish. ;
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