THE CANADIAN CHURCHMAN

Nibbler and Long Tail never played
that game; they were too frightened.
Whiskers didn’t seem to be afraid of
anything, so he was the one who used
to get the food. They had all sorts
of nice things to eat, crumbs of bread
and cake, and even candles and cheese.
Whiskers used to creep through the
house when everyone was asleep ex-
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cept, of course, the ‘‘Enemy”. (and
she never slept) and through a little
hole into the pantry where the good
things were kept, and then he” would
come back dragging -all sorts of dain-
ties after him, and Nibbler and Long
Tail would squeak with joy and they’d
all git down and have a late tea.

Some mnights he would not come
home at all, and early in the morning
he would come creeping back squeak-
ing with mischief to tell them he had
been sleeping in Mrs. Woman’s new
bonnet, or in Mr. Man’s slipper.

“Oh, and you should see the great,
big, clumsy things chase me,” he
would say: ‘“Why they couldn’t even
get near the end of my tail.”’

And then they would all laugh to-
gether, but poor little Nibbler more
often used to cry and beg him to stay
at home.

But one sad day Whiskers went out

and never came back, and Nibbler and
Long Tail waited and watched and
the cubby hole got darker and darker,
and still Whiskers didn’t come, and by-
and by right over their' heads they
heard him squeak; oh, such a fright-
ened, hurt squeak, and they ran to
their little peep-hole and oh! what do
you think they saw! --
" “The -Enemy,” with all her fur
standing up straight and her big,
cruel green eyes looking so fierce, and
right in between her paws held quite
tight and fast was . . .

“But there, I won’t tell you, because

you would feel too sad.
, So poor Whiskers never came home
any more and Nibbler made her pretty
little bright eyes dim with crying and
Long Tail wiped them with a piece of
butter paper and did his best to com-
fort her. ‘3

So now he had to work twice as

-hard to get food for them both, be-

cause Nibbler was much too soft and

.pretty to go mear any traps and things,

so she stayed at home and kept the
¢“cubby hole” tidy.
And one fine day when the sun was

'shining through the cracks of the

floor into the ‘‘cubby hole,” and they
were thinkipg of moving into their
summer Wome in the tree, a big fat
mouse came along and asked Nibbler
to come and live with him and share
his ‘““‘cubby hole,”” and, do you know,
she went. :

And so poor little Long Tail was left
all alone, and the days Seemed SO
long, and at night he would creep in-
to his paper nest and dream he was
back in Fairyland, and one night he
heard a voice saying: ;

“““Gray Goblin, Gray Goblin, come
back to Fairyland.” Ao

“Who calls me Gray Goblin?’’ said
Long Tail, and the answer came softly
and sweetly :

“Your Fairy Queen.””. i

Long Tail opened his eyes wide anq
looked all round for the “cubby hole,’
but it had disappeared. Then he
looked down at himself and found that

" he was once more a little fairy with

wings, and hands, and feet, waiting
outside the gatés of Fairyland, and,

“as he waited, they slowly opened and

let him in.
RR R

The Synod of the Uganda Church,
at its last meeting, appealed to the
Governor of Uganda to put a stop to
unnecessary Sunday labour, and es-
pecially that occasioned by the travel-
ling of officials on Sundays, seeing
that they require a large number of
porters to carry their luggage. A
missionary writes: “It seems odd that
a Synod of the mative Church should
appeal to the reresentative of the
first Christian nation to stop Sunday
labour.” Y
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