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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
BY BBV. W2LUAM DBMOUY, D. D.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

*' THE SALVATION OF GOD ”
“And all Attth .hall Hen the salvation of God." 

I Luka 111. 6.|
It is one thing to see, and another 

to believe. Could we see every­
thing in its entirety, we would be­
lieve it all. What we see with our 
bodily eyes, v-e generally believe; 
but what we cannot see with them, 
we are often loath to believe. See­
ing is believing ; but believing is 
not always seeing. We believe 
many things because we have faith, 
not because we have a clear vision 
of them. This belief is reasonable, 
since we have motives for our faith.

Now, any one seeing our Divine 
Lord during the days He lived upon 
earth, would not, humanly speaking, 
necessarily have been forced to 
believe in His divinity. He 
appeared as a mere man only. It 
was on special occasions that He did 
works proving His almighty power 
and divine mission. Any one not 
being present at these wonders, or 
not having « heard of them, when 
seeing Him, would believe him to be 
as an) other man. Perhaps one 
would have noticed some extra­
ordinary qualities in Him, but these 
could have been ascribed to singular 
natural gifts He may have pos­
sessed. The truth is, many regarded 
Him merely as a human being. The 
unbelievers of today so regard Him.

There is no reason why every one 
should not know Christ as he really 
is. All flesh should “ see the salva­
tion of God.” The vision all should 
have of Him must be divine. In 
other words, it must be a vision by 
faith. Even had He never per­
formed the great works we read of 
in the Gospel, we still should have 
faith in His divinity. The humble 
shepherds, who came to visit Him 
in the cave at Bethlehem on the 
first Christmas morning, had this 
faith in Him. So did the Wise Men 
from the East. Herod also believed 
in Him, though he did not fully 
understand His nature. His own 
mother, Mary, and His foster- 
father, Joseph, had faith in Him, 
though as yet He had not performed 
any great wonders. Why did they 
all thus admit His Godhead? Be­
cause they were rigntly disposed 
for the reception from God of that 
great gift of faith. They really 
could, through that gift, “see the 
salvation of God.

How reprehensible in this regard 
are many of the world today ! They 
do not—most of them never will— 
“ see the salvation of God.” Faith 
is a gift that must come from 
above. Like all high and divine 
gifts, it comes to him who is dis­
posed for it, or who is ready to 
become so. Many are not disposing 
themselves for it. They are, rather, 
receding from it. Among this 
number are many who know that 
Christ is God. He will not, how­
ever, be their salvation. The world 
and its goods are practically their 
god. Beyond these confines they 
never cast their gaze. The work of 
Christ and the merits He gained 
during His life on earth, and partic­
ularly during His passion, are lost 
to them. Even should He appear in 
their midst, they would fail to reap 
the benefits flowing from His

Sresence, as did the majority of the 
ews of old. And their lives will be 
copied by their children, whom they 

allow to grow up without a knowl­
edge of Christ. The great feasts 
that commemorate some event in 
the life of Christ are turned into 
days of worldly joy, and very often 
frivolity.

The feast of Christmas, now near 
at hand, is an example. How un- 
holily will it be observed by a great 
majority of the human race ! From 
a worldly standpoint it will be 
successfully celebrated, but few 
will pass the day in the proper 
spirit. Thousands of children, if 
asked what mystery Christmas 
commemorates, could not give a 
proper reply. No longer is an 
anxiety manifested and care taken 
to have children become familiar 
with the life of Christ.

Catholics, who alone are the 
guardians of the divinity of Christ 
on earth, should not allow them­
selves to be influenced by what is 
being done around them. The 
feasts of the Church should be cele­
brated in the proper spirit. They 
sh uld not think so much of the 
temporal joy that the gay spirit of 
the world in festivity can bring 
them ; but they should strive to 
have the joy of the Lord in their 
hearts. They realize that their 
only salvation is Christ. With His 
life they all should be familiar. 
The great lessons He taught, by 
word and example, should be known 
to them. The doctrines of the 
Church He founded, as the ark of 
their salvation, should be studied 
and learned by them. They should 
be frequenters of the sacraments 
He instituted. Their lives, in a 
word, should be such as would edify 
all, and be an open profession of 
what they believe within their 
hearts.

It is only in this way that they 
will be able to “ see the salvation of 
God.” They should not, however, 
be satisfied to see it themselves , 
but they also should be the means 
of causing others to see it. This 
will be possible only when they 
show forth their belief in their daily 
lives, and let their religion manifest 
itself in their every word and in all 
their actions. Not a religion thtt 
is feigned or exaggera ed, but a 
true religion of the heart—one that 
gives unction to words, merit to 
actions, and works a saintly influ­

ence over others. The Catholic can 
thus do much for that part of 
humanity which oscillates with the 
world, and makes no real progress 
in the spirit. Now and then, at 
least, worldlings can be influenced 
to look above the world, and to 
search for the way that will lead 
them to where life's problems truly 
will be solved, and where they will 
" see the salvation of God.”

PRIEST CAPTIVE
TELLS STORY OF THIRTY-FIVE

DAY MARCH WITH CHINESE 
BRIGANDS

By M. MasHiani
(Paris Correspondent, N. C. W. C.)

The Catholic Missions of Lyons 
recently received from the Rev. 
Frederic Van Praet, a Belgian 
missionary at Soei-Yuen, a letter in 
which this heroic priest very simply 
but impressively told the story of 
his thirty.five day captivity among 
the Chinese brigands. Exhausted 
by his sufferings, the writer died 
shortly after the dispatch of the 
letter.

“ The peril of brigands, periculw 
latronum, is in our day, as in the 
times of St. Paul, one of the dangers 
to which the missionary is exposed ” 
says the missionary. " Nor is it 
the least of them. I have undergone 
the painful experience. The thirty- 
five days recently spent in the com­
pany of bandits were certainly the 
hardest of my life.

“ On January 19, 1924,1 had just 
baptized fifteen adults when, at 
about 10 o’clock in the morning, I 
was told that the village of Terisou 
was surrounded by a thousand 
bandits.

“ I had the doors of my house 
closed. But we soon heard the 
crackling of rifles, and bullets were 
whistling past us. Any resistance 
appeared impossible. In fact, I saw 
the brigands climbing the walls and 
entering our building, rifles in hand.

“ I went to meet them.
“ ‘It is unnecessary to shoot,’ I 

told them, 'None of us is armed.’
“ They went into my room, their 

revolvers levelled at me, and made 
me open everything. They took all; 
silver and clothing. In the mean­
time other bandits took possession 
of my mule, and another party 
sacked the church and the sacristy.

“The entire village was razed. 
Nothing was spared, either in the 
homes of the heathen or in those 
of the Christians. Several were 
taken as hostages.

” I was not even permitted to 
remain in my devastated home, 1 
was dragged out, pulled by some, 
pushed by others, constantly threat­
ened by their revolvers. I was 
thus forced to follow the brigands 
and to mount one of their horses, 
I was their prisoner and obliged to 
submit.

THE ATTACK ON KIA-LEULL

“ We first reached Kia-Leull, 
about a mile from Terisou. The 
village was attacked, in spite of the 
resistance of a small garrison of 
thirty soldiers. During the struggle 
the head of the band, Sou-in-seng, 
called me. ‘ We bear you no 
hatred,' he said, 'we are tired of 
this banditry, we wish to join the 
regular army, and we took you 
prisoner only in order that you 
might forward our request to the 
proper authorities.’

“ I answered him that their en­
listing in the army did not depend 
on me, but that if they wished me 
to carry any message for them, 
they would have to release Ane. 
All my arguments were useless. 
He would keep me as hostage and 
he told me to tell one of my col­
leagues the news. One of the 
brigands gave me a sheet of paper 
and a pencil and I wrote to Father 
de Blippele telling him that my 
home had been sacked, that I was 
a prisoner, and begged him to tell 
my superiors and the Chinese 
authorities.

“ Meanwhile the fighting had 
ceased, the Kia Leull garrison had 
surrendered. The soldiers of the 
garrison were led to Sou-in-seng’s 
room, where they were examined 
and the leader of the little company 
of defenders and one of the soldiers 
were condemned to death. They 
were both shot forthwith. As for 
the others, their arms and ammuni­
tion were taken from them and they 
were permitted either to join the 
brigands, or to return to their 
homes. Eight of them joined the 
band.

“ In the afternoon, we started 
marching again and at the end of 
a couple of hours we arrived at 
the big village of Ho-chouei-Kuien- 
tse. The sacking began again, 
followed by the usual orgies and 
slaughter.

" I had to share the brigands’ 
meals, eat as they did, and with 
them. Excitement and weariness 
took my appetite. I could not sleep 
during the rest periods.

" At 11 at night, we began march­
ing again. I was given a mule, and 
we proceeded at a gallop. Two men 
kept striking my mule with sticks 
to hurry it. This increased my 
fatigue considerably, especially, as 
owing to poor health, I had been 
unable to ride horseback for a 
number of years, and I had always 
used a cart. During the whole trip 
there were nothing but obscene 
r-marks and jokes at my expense ; 
they laughed a great deal at my 
having become a brigand. Among 
the puns there were many threats 
of death. I thought of Jesus Christ 
who also was insulted, scoffed at, 
and treated like a malefactor. The 
disciple is not above the Master. 
Why should I not suffer even 
as He ?

PEASANTS FORCED TO SERVE

" We proceeded along the Lama- 
wan road, which was filled with 
carts. The brigands unharnessed 
the horses, each taking as many as 
he could, and when they could not 
themselves take them all they 
forced the peasant» to lead them 
and follow the bandits. They 
already had two thousand horses 
and mules, which they had stolen in 
the villages and along the road. 
As these animals had to be fed, it 
was done at the expense of the 
localities through which they passed. 
This meant the ruin of each place 
as they were sacked of everything 
for the brigands and for their 
animals. But little they cared. 
And the poor people, who were thus 
forced to give up everything and be 
ruined, had to do so amiably with­
out a murmur, and consider them­
selves lucky to get off with their 
lives. Massacres are always part 
and parcel of the pillaging. One 
brigand told me that in five days 
forty persons had been killed.

" The two following days were 
very hard on me ; the long horse­
back rides and the galloping had 
exhausted me. It was freezing and 
the intense cold increased my suffer­
ings.

“ On the evening of the third 
day the chief of the brigands made 
me write to Mgr. Van Dyck to tell 
him of my situation. Shortly after­
wards I received his answer. ' My 
poor colleague,’ he wrote, 'how I 
p.ty you.' We will do all that is 
possible for your deliverance. Trust 
in Jesus and Mary. We will pray 
for you and have many prayers said 
for you. I bless you with all my 
heart.’ Those comforting words 
were a ray of sunshine to me in my 
distress.

“ On the fourth day, in spite of 
my increasing suffering, we had to 
make about twenty-five morè miles. 
After that long journey we reached 
the Christian village of Ta-Noor. I 
was lodged with a catechist. What 
a joy to be with him and among 
Christians. It was like a family. I 
was surrounded with care, my torn 
garments were mended, my wounds 
were washed acd dressed. I could 
not stand up as 1 ached everywhere. 
I had reached the end of my 
strength. How could I keep up 
those wild horseback rides in that 
condition ? Yet the brigands would 
shoot me rather than leave me 
behind. I thought my last hour 
had come Were not the bandits 
who had taken me prisoner the 
assassins of Father Soenen ? I 
prepared myself for death. Death 
is life, eternal life. . . .

A COMPASSIONATE BRIGAND

“ While I was absorbed in these 
thoughts, a charitable brigand came 
to me. He suggested going to get 
me a cart at Siao-noor, a neighbor­
ing village, where there were three 
missionaries, in future I should 
travel no longer on horseback, but 
comfortably seated in a cart and he 
himself would lead it and care for 
me. 1 accepted the suggestion, and 
thanked God who had inspired him. 
For a month, therefore, I was 
entrusted to the care of this good 
brigand, who never left me and 
cared for me to the beet of his 
ability, always under the surveil­
lance of the band.

“ The fifth day, towards evening, 
we continued on our way. I was 
seated in the cart which my col­
leagues in Siao-noor had procured 
forme. My physical sufferings were 
to be alleviated.

“ It would take too long to tell 
of all the vicissitudes of that long, 
painful road in detail, or to enumer­
ate all the crimes perpetrated by 
the bandits of which 1 was a wit- 
ness. In the meantime Heaven was 
besieged with prayers and fastings 
for my deliverance. But how escape 
that hell without a miracle ?

" Every day the band of brigands 
increased in number. From a thou­
sand at the beginning they had 
risen to fifteen hundred with three 
thousand horses. In the villages, in 
fact, where there was a regular 
garrison, there were soldiers who, 
in order not to fight, preferred to 
join the bandits, and affiliate them­
selves, as they did, with the 
bolshevist ‘Ka lao houei.’

" I soon learned that the governor 
of Soei-Yuen, being unable to sub­
due the brigands, had written to 
Mgr. Van Dyck to send a missionary 
to obtain from their chief their 
enlistment in the regular army.

“ Father Benoni de Wilde was 
chosen for this purpose. A very 
delicate and dangerous mission. I 
soon had the immense pleasure of 
seeing him among the bandits. 
After that there was a constant 
going back and forth among the 
brigands and the Chinese author­
ities.

TAKEN INTO REGULAR ARMY

“ Finally, on February 22, the reb­
els were enrolled in the Republican 
army, at any rate those who had 
rifles. There were four hundred of 
them. The others were sent home. 
The two chiefs became military 
mandarians. The same day I was 
released by General Tchao, who 
took me to Pao-t’eou. Thus ended 
my captivity which had lasted 
thirty-five days.

“ The following day I arrived by 
train at Houei-hoa th’eng. A regi­
ment was waiting for me and I 
was led to the Tou-t’oung to the 
fl 'Uriah of trumpets, where a big 
official dinner was given in my 
honor. On March 10 I returned to 
my residence in Terisou. Every­
thing had been sacked and pillaged 
with a damage of ten thousand 
francs.

" Christians and heathens carre 
in a body to welcome me back, and

many expressed a desire to become 
Christians. All of them, like my­
self, had lost everything, all had 
suffered. God saves souls through 
suffering. Without it there is no 
fruitful apostleehip.”

SYRIA
Dr Right Rev. Mgr. John F. Noll

Palestine and Syria were usually 
grouped together as one country 
until after the World War. Now 
Palestine Is under English rule and 
Syria is a French colony. Ten years 
ago the population of Syria was 
2,700,000, but immigration and 
starvation have greatly reduced 
the number of inhabitants. It is 
claimed that 2(0,000 Syrians 
perished from starvation during the 
siege a few years ago.

Since the termination of the War, 
Bey rout is the Capital of what is 
called the “Grand Lebanon.” This 
city has a population of 180,000, of 
whom about 40,000 are Christians, 
including 10,000 immigrant Armen­
ians. The bulk of the population, 
of course, is Mohammedan.

DISCRIMINATION IN RELIEF

In all Syria there are some 40,000 
refugees, among whom the Near 
East Relief Association has been 
very active. The writer made 
inquiry concerning the charge of 
discrimination against Catholic 
Armenians and Syrians, of which 
that organization was accused, and 
learned that there was much truth 
to the accusation. It so happened 
that the men, who were working for 
the Near East in Bey rout, were, in 
most instances, preachers, who made 
their work missionary. This or­
ganization has recently consented 
to pay $5.CO a month each towards 
the support of 160 Maronite boys in 
separate Catholic orphanages if its 
funds warrant such expenditure. 
Even as late as this year, 1924, 
there were 15,000 refugee Armen­
ians in Damascus, cared for by the 
Near East in tents, orphanages, and 
homes. The local Catholic clergy 
declared that the Armenians, who 
are united with Rome, received 
scarcely any help. On the other 
hand, the Catholic Bishop of Con­
stantinople said that he had little 
ret son to complain about the Near 
East in his region.

Today the Near East conducts six 
orphanages in Syria and five in 
Palestine. The total number of 
orphans is 8,600. It claims to sup­
port 3,000 more in the Caucasus and 
Greece.

All the Maronites, about 125,000 
in number, are Catholic. Before 
the War there were 200,000 of them 
in Syria. In addition, there were 
10,000 Uniate Greeks, 10,000 Armen­
ians, and more of the Orthodox 
Greeks and Armenians. The 
Moslem population is estimated at 
1,800,000. Damascus is the place of 
St. Paul’s conversion, and the house 
of Ananias, who baptized him, still 
stands, and is fitted for a chapel. 
The street on which it is located, is 
still called "Straight,” as it was in 
St. Paul’s day (Acts 9:11.) The wall 
over which St. Paul was let down in 
a basket is also preserved to this 
day. Damascus was also the home 
of St. John Damascene, and a por­
tion of his dwelling is still in fairly 
good condition. Armeniqp priests 
expect to build a church which will 
incorporate the walls of the Saint’s 
house. Today Damascus is a very 
uninviting city, though its situation 
is most beautiful. It has as many 
Mosques as there are days of the 
year.

CHURCH PROGRESSING IN SYRIA

The Catholic Church is making 
some progress throughout Syria, 
while the Orthodox Greek is losing. 
Protestantism had hoped to win 
favor through war relief work, but 
it did not succeed in any religious 
way. In the eyes of the people it 
has received credit for nearly all 
material assistance rendered.

At Bey rout there has been a huge 
Protestant College for many years ; 
until 1922 it was called the Syrian 
Protestant College, but it is now 
called the American University It 
is a high-grade school, and is 
thought well of. In the same city 
the Jesuits conduct St. Joseph’s Uni­
versity, which is well patronized, 
and a good competitor of the Pro­
testant Institution.

The Russian Church was formerly 
a great benefactor to the Orthodox 
Greek, both in Syria and Palestine, 
but today no assistance comes to the 
Greeks from that source.

Concerning the Armenians : Be­
fore the World War there were 
8,600,000 of that race ; while today 
there are no more than 2,000,000. 
The 1,500,000 were massacred or died 
of starvation. Every Catholic 
Armenian Bishop and priest who 
did not flee his country, was massa­
cred. Only about 8%, or 150,fOO, of 
the Armenians, belong to the Roman 
Church. The schismatic Armenians 
are very inconsistent in their beliefs 
and practices. Technically they do 
not believe in Purgatory, but they 
pray for their dead. They do not 
believe in the immediate bliss of the 
Saints, but they have Saints. They 
are devotees of Eutychianism, but 
have little conception of what it 
implies.

Thy pains and sickness are all 
cured ; thy body shall no more 
burden thee with weakness, and 
weariness ; thy aching head and 
heart, thy hunger and thirst, thv 
sleep and labor, are all gone. O 
what a mighty change is this. 
From the dung hill to the throne ! 
From a vile body to this which 
shines as the brightness of the 
firmament.—Baxter.
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Banking 
By Mail

It is a simple matter to do 
your banking by mail. Just 
enclose your money in a 
registered envelope and send 
it to any branch of this Bank.
We will credit your account 
with the sum and forward 
an acknowledgment by 
return mail.

IMPERIAL BANK
OF CANADA

190 Branches in Dominion of Canada.

Stained Glass 
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Dominion Folks 
Prefer This 
Buffalo Hotel

HOTEL LENOX has become a favorite stopping place for Dom­
inion folks visiting Buffalo.

This modern, fireproof Hotel is ideally situated ; refined and home­
like in environment ; handy to shops, business, theatres and roads to 
Niagara Falls.
Superior Cuisine. European plan. Every room an outside room. 
Rates from $2.50 per day.
On the Empire and Great Lakes Tours. Write for FREE Road 
Guides, Maps or Hotel Booklet.
Motorists follow Main Street or Delaware Ave. to North Street

HOTEL LENOX
Clarence A. Miner

President
North St. at Delaware Avenue 
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Fresh Air Without Draft
Dust, Snow, Rain

through ordinary windows. May sleep or sit next to open 
window. Louvres made of Metal. Enamel electrically baked 
on in artistic finishes of white and brown. Phosphor Bronze 
Screen on back. Used by Dominion and Provincial Govern­
ments, Hospitals, Schools, Offices, Homes, Hotels, etc. Recom­
mended by Physicians, Medical Health Officers, Architects,

DRAFTLESS VENTILATOR and SCREEN CO.
Factory ar.d t fflee — 47 Booth St., Ottawa, Ont.
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63 Adelaide St. W. St. Catherine 8«. W. 430 We lington 8t.
Phone Adel. 6694 Phono 1071 W

Quick relief to

BRONCHIAL
SUFFERERS
Cough», nasal and 
bronchial colds are 
relieved promptly by 
the vapor of Creso- 
lene-the standard drugless treatment with 
forty years of successful use Its guarantee. 
The most widely used remedy for whooping 
cough and spasmodic croup.

Sold by Druggists. 
Send for descriptive bookletit UH."

Vapo-Cresolene Co..62 Cortland181. New York 
or Leeming-MHea Bldg., Montreal, Que.

Mother!— 
Bobby’s Hurt 
His Finger

III III!
How many times the kitchen door 
opens and i scared little face an­
nounces a fresh catastrophe.

Mother—reach for the bottle of

Cuts, sprains and bruises yield 
readily to its treatment.
. rA few drops in a cut will destroy 
infection and hasten natural healing 
—while a small quantity rubbed 
briskly on a sprain or bruise will 
allay the pain, reduce the swelling 
and greatly assist in restoring thé 
injured part to a normal, health y 
condition.

A bottle of ABSORBING JR. in 
your medicine cabinet w'll save no 
end of pain and suffering.

$1.25 a bottle at most druggists 
or sent posptaid by

W. F. Young Inc. m
Lyman Building - - Montreal

HOLY YEAR
IN ROME 1926

Travel by the Canadian Pacific 
short sea route !

Direct Sailings to France, 
Great Britain and Ireland.

Make reservations early.
Further information 

from Local Steamship Age nta 
J. E. PARKER

Toronto

The above amount has been 
given away by us in 

CASH PRIZES. 
$500.00 more will be given 

away as follows,-
1st Prize, $100. 
2nd Prize, $ 75. 
3rd Prize, $ 60. 
4th Prize, $ 50.

5th Prize, $40. 
6tli Prize, $30. 
7th Prize, $25. 
8th Prize, $20.

5 Prizes of $ 1 O. Each in Cash
f $ r10 Prizes of $ 5. E ach in Cash

Solve the Puzzle cash'prize
There are 7 faces to be found above, con 
coaled about the Wrecked Automobile. 
Can you find them ? If so mark each one 
with an X, cut out the picture, and write on a 
separate pcce of paper these words, “I have 
found all the faces and marked them” and 
mail same to us with your name and address. 
In case ofties, hand writing and neatness will 
be considered factors. If correct we will ad 
vise you by return mail of a simple condition 
to fulfill. Don’t send any money. You can 
be a prize winner without spending one cent 
of your money. Send your reply direct to
GOOD HOPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

275 CRAIG STREET WEST. 
MONTREAL, - . CANADA

DR. S
Stomach and 
Tonic Tablets

will Relieve Constipation, Bilious­
ness and Sick Headache

For Sale by all Dealers at

25c. A BOTTLE

The Dr. Nor vail Medical Co.
168 Hunter 8t. LTD.

PETERBOROUGH, ONT.
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