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DECEMBER 2, 1905.

THE DOWNSIDE CELEBRATIONS.

The Downside Celebrations in Eng-
Jand during the past month are the sub-
jeet of a paper in the November Catho-
lic World by M. F. Quinlan :

“ Under the bheneficent sway of the
Benedictine monks England took its
place smong the nations, for not only
was it a commercial power, but mira

bile dictu—it was also an island of
saints., The land was caled Mearrie
Eogland, It was a realn in which the

poor knew the dignity of labor and the

rich the responsibility of wealth ;
throughout e¢very thire and county
there ¢xisted a just relation belween

employer and employed.
¢ It was thus for a the
For a thousand years the village
church was the centre of village lile :
for a thousand years the sacrifice ol
Calvary was offercd up from conntless
altars, and night and day, from every
monastic choir, came the hymn of wor

usand years

ship.
¢ Of those three hundred English
Benedictine houses, destroyed in four

years (1536-1540), no human soul now

lives. Of the old English congregation
not one member is left. Bat stay !
From a noisome dungeon COmMEs @

muflled echo ; it is the clank of chains
And behind the prison grating sits ¢
prizover. He is au old man and almo:t
blind. His hair is white and his head
bent with years. Is this a felon, who
bas outraged the law ? Nay; it is
Sigebert Buckley, a coufessor to the
ancient faith and a witness 1o the
ancient order. But this is felony j 80
he sits in chaips. ¢ Anytus and Mele-
tus can kill me,’ said Socrates, * bat
that cannot hurt me.’ And with a
perfect faith the Christian confessor
folded his hands and waited for death.
He had seen his brethren languish in
prison and he had watched them pass
out to the scaffold. He had seen the
desecration of the holy places and
every abbey of his order brought to
ruin. More than that, had he not seen
the vineyard laid waste, wherein he and
his brethren bad labored throughout
the centuries, until ‘the shadow of the
vintage had covered the hills and the
branches thereof the cedars of God'?
Indeed, it had ‘stretched forth its
branches unto the sea, and its boughs
unto the river.' And as the old man
watched in spirit from his prison win
dow, and saw the tempest break over
the flelds of God, he might have re
peated the words of Seripture :  ‘Why
hast thou broken down the hedge thers

THE OUGHT-TO BE'S.

,[thvvn for The Catholic Biandard and
Pimes by Kev. J. 1. Roche, suthor of “The
Obligation of Hearing Mass, ' “Our Lady of
Guadalupe,” *Month of S0. Joseph," ** Belicf
and unbelicf " ete |

AN OLD SUBTERFUGE.

A good Sistor of Charity writes me
from the Wast to iaform me that she
does not believe 1 have yet discovered
the troe secret of the *Ought-to be's.”’
She intimates very plainly that the
seandal given by priests is largely to
blame for such a condition, She takes
advantage of the opport unity ab th
same time to eriticize my attitnde to-
ward the erring in some of my articles,

and hopes that a larger measure of
charity will charactsrize my fature
utterances.

With regard to the latter charge, I
will only say that the best I can hope
for is that here and there my words
may help some poor soul who is stag
ander the load, or one who bha
i.;ln‘rly been crushed t» the earth b
| its woight. [ am well aware that not
|
|
|

gering

all, perhaps not even half, the reiders
of the Catholic Standard and Times
| wi!l read these articles.
llwwr\'ur. that Almighty God may bhe
| pleased to employ them to infuse new
| eourage into some sinking
make them the means of enlightening
who sit in the darkness

heart, oOr

somo
shadow of death.
a larger audience through the pre
than in any other way, and the duty of
| preaching the Gospel is incumbent
upon every priest.

SINNERS AND BINNERS.

With regard to the first charge, I
will say that I have heard it before,
and I have heard it most frequently
from men and women for whom I have
very little respect, There are sinners
and sinvers. There are those who have
manhood enough in them to shoulder
their own sins and those who are always
striving to shift the burden on to some
one else's shoulders. For the first T
have nothing but sympathy and com
passiors 1 am one of them, and their
infirmity is mine. For the second my
feelings are somawhat mixed. There
is something unmanly and unfair in
their attitude. They know well, or
ought to know, that God will not ask
them on the day of reckoning what this
or that man or woman has done, but
that he will judge them according t
their own works, It is more than likely
that Anani:s found an excuse for his
conduct in the avarice of Judas and the

of, o that all who pass hy the way do
pluck it 2 The boar out of the wood+
hath laid it waste ; and a singular wild
beast hath devoured it But his lips

only moved in silent praise : ‘The
Lord hath given and the Lord hath
taken away. Blessed be His name.’

So he sat with manacled hands and looked
forward to his release, when the
chains of earth would fall from him ar d
he would go forth a free man. To the

lies of Peter, but these did not save
him from the wrath of God

Yes, I know well that priesis ought
to ba pillars of light, and so oughs all
Christians. There is not one gospel
for the clergy and another for ths
laity. They are all b und to strive
a'ter perfsction, and none will be ex
ocused. More is expected of the priest,
but that is a reflection upon, rather
than a compliment to tho layman.

I have always found this class of

golitary prisoner it scemed as if Death | ghifters hard to deal with, There isa

|

| THROUGH THE

|
|

| judgment seat.
| he earn approval or

priestly ideal, All this, however, has
nothing todo with the question in hand.
Popes, Bishops and priests in the past
have fallen from grace. That wili not
excuse me for a failure to live up to the
standard set up by Christ.

Priests will have to answer personally
for their imperfeetiops. Kvery man
who has come Icto the rld must stand
and answer for himself before the great
By hiso n deeds sbhal

condewmnation,

LITTLE

writes

SISTERS:

Recently, James R. Randall

in .The Columbian, one of the mos
distingnished of ex Confederate gen
erale. who also held one of the hig
est volunteer econmissions in 1
So sh war, volun ily approached
| me in pathetic serions, said:
| I want to be a Catholic and re
ceive it stion, My mind and he
have he vhus dir cd by person
| investi jon of the Catholic insti
im s at Washinzton, D. C., notably

' the Little Sisters of the
| dred ¢
I am hopefu', |

and |
a |

A priest preaches to | ¢

Poor and kin
"

This

liowed Ganeral
th all of his can
uffering from th
vt the cavalry battle

on He comes from one
istorieally famous families
the North and South. On the wal
of the National Capitol is a groeat pi

tore of his grandfather, whose exploits in
the Revolntionary war and in Japan
imperishable. He has been a
Senator of the United States and a
lawyer and a planter. northern

tobert

t when

» MOs

His
kinsmen are among the leading finan-
cial magnates,

Through the Little Sisters grace
entered his sonl, and nothing of late
has more surprised me than his mani
fest determination, perhaps against his
worldly interests, to enter the true
fold, Many others have been similarly
touched by Catholic charity ard self
gacrifice, but never go beyond the
sentimental incident.

Old Timer's Leclures.

M+, Willilam Hallay of Toron'o, well known
as O d Timer, lectured in the following places
oo the dates mentioned :

'Il.md v Town hall, Monday evening, Nov
9

Hamilton—C. M B, A hall, Tuesday evenirg
Nov 28,

Cent

aire vy evenirg 1 %
The subject of Mr. Hall y'a lectures is * Per
sonal Recollectiona of Pnom s D' Arcy Mctice
Iish paty American Editor aud Canadian
sSiatesman,

Mr Halley will b2 ple
gocloties throughout tho
dates ; and would liko
mugical and lit

ronto

St. George's hall, Kim

Ler
Tu

vaed to hear from
province for future
to have the assistane
yrary talent at his icclures,

e et € B e
DIED
KENNY. — la London, Oab,, on Nov. 16 10
Me. Wm. J. Kenny, May ha rest in peace

REW BJUKS.

‘ Way ward Winif ed.” by Arna T. Sadlier,
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T he Sovereign Ban

304 Richmond Street, London, Canada

issued. Letters of Credit issued.
orders issued. payable ag
y point.
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on foreign
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