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THE WORSHIP OF RUMOR.

An ex-Cabinet Minister asked in Parliament for
2 return showing what money another ex-Cabinet
Minister, of the opposite party, received for putting
the Insurance Commission on to certain land transac-
tions which brought several politicians good money.
In Toronto there is a licensing investigation in which
public officials and newspapers seem to. have conspired
to worship in the temple of Rumor. The Chairman of
the License Commissioners asked forsan inquiry into
rumors; all and sundry who have heard rumors have
been invited to come forwarl. The investigafing
commissioner has been repeatedly adjured to ask if
this or that rumor is correct. In the Ontario Legis-
lature a Minister of the Crown has under cover of the
fateful word “Privilege,” called public attention to the
campaign insinuations of an enemy, which, so far as
ordinary common sense can make out, were of no
public importance whatever. At Cayuga a woman has
been committed for trial on a charge of poisoning her
husband, after almost as ridiculous an exhibition of
the way in which evidence ought not to be procured,
as the Thaw trial itself has afforded. In the guise of
British justice witnesses have been asked to testify
dbout tittle tattle which no magistrate with any under-
standing of the elements of time-tested judicial fair-
play would permit for an instant. In the Manitoba eleg-

the Government in the terms and spirit of an exasper-
ated henpeck, “If you tell about me, I'll tell about
“you,” seems to be half the creed of anm wunhappy
quantity of the public. servants. :

What is the meanjng of all this homage to the
lying jade; this recurrent display of the pettiness of
childhood without any of its innocence? The practi-
tioners of the contemptible arts could not tell you.
They think they are doing something magnificent all
the time. Not the least disagreeable effect of such a
multiplication of follies is that it pfovokes to wrath
and discourse, quiet, inoffensive people, who study to
be quiet and to do theif own business.” But there must
be some stimulus to subdue the picayune if we are
really to grow into mature nationhood. Much-
travelled observers remark on our provincialism.
There is too much truth in the criticism, even though
it comes, as it generally does, from those who see in
us a vivid reflection of their own failings.

The merely monetary side of deference to gossip
is infportant enough. “Go to, letius investigate,” say
the powers that be. Then, when something unpleas-
anf for them is discovered, they decide to dig up: the

“buried messes of a defunct epoch; The time of com-

missions, lawyers, witnesses, legislatures is occupied;
the public pays; and the community’s reputation suf-
fers. That the motive power of public affairs is over-
loaded unnecessarily, does not seem to be recognized.
That such overloading is terribly expensive, scarcely
seems to be suspected. The growth of little expenses
in @ husiness has to be jealously watched. The money
and energy which exaltation of the paltry involves,
represent much direct loss ; and more prevention of pro-
gress. In sum, they might run tremendous industries.
At present they are employing busybodies, drones, and-

fions a Cabinet Minister answered clerical critics of4 superfluous politicians.
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