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should have a word to sdy about it 
Some people have a faculty of ask­
ing silly, or rather stupid questions, 
and they generally believe that if 
you do not take the trouble to give 
them a reply, it is simply because 
you have none to give. I know that, 
in the course of my varied observa­
tions—during the past three years — 
I have found it necessary to treat 
seriously matters that appeared to 
me to be most foolish. On the pre­
sent occasion I purpose dealing with 
one of this category of questions.

A few days ago I was chatting 
with a prominent merchant of this 
city, and our conversation turned 
on the mayoralty subject. He agreed 
with me that the'next term belongs 
to the Irish Catholics. While we 
were running over the names of the 
men from whose number might be 
selected the coming candidate, a 
third party joined in our talk. This 
newcomer turned to me and .asked 
me this question : "Why do the 
Irish Catholics want a mayoralty 
term?" To say the truth I was quite 
unable, on the spur of the moment 
to make a proper reply,. The ques­
tion seemed to me so stupid that I 
felt inclined to let it pass unheeded 
and unanswered.-But on reflection L 
came to the conclusion that if I fail­
ed to make a reply, my silence might 
be attributed to a lactf of any rea­
son for this ambition on the part of 
the Irish Catholics; or in other 
words, thq person who asked the 
question might conclude that I was 
unable- to give an answer. As far as 
I am personally concerned it would 
not trouble me very much, even were 
my interrogator to believe that I 
was too ignorant to be able to re­
ply; but, there is the nationality to 
consider, and I would not feet justi­
fied in leaving any one to suppose 
that our people have not good and 
sufficient reasons for demanding 
their fair turn. Therefore, I have 
taken up the question in my column 
for this week.

Now that I have repeated the ques­
tion, I find it more difficult than I 
at first Imagined It would be to give 
a satisfactory answer—I mean an 
answer that would prove fully satis­
factory to myself. How would the 
reader answer any of these ques­
tions ? "Why does a store-keeper 
want customers?" -or, "why does 
a professional man want clients?" or 
"why does an employee want promo­
tion ? ’ I could go on filling col­
umns with similar questions; but it 
would be no easy task to answer 
them alt. The merchant wants cus­
tomers, the professional man wants 
clients, the employee wants an in­
crease, for the obvious purpose of 
securing a livelihood, of making 
business flourish, and of deriving 
therefrom such benefit as will make 
a man independent. By independent,
I mean to be above the miseries and 
privations that are the lot of all 
who work, and especially of all who 
cannot find work. In almost every 
domain of life we can compare the 
race with the individual—the latter's 
needs are the same ns those of the 
t.or!^B!r: *?th this exception that the 
individual may have requirements 
that the race, as an aggregate, does 
experience.

T OBSERVER.

due and proportionate representa­
tion, in every sphere, from the most 
humble up to the most exalted. 
Hence it is that their right to have 
one of their people, at stated inter­
vals, occupy the civic chair> has 
never been seriously challenged. It 
being a right they wish to enjoy it 
to the fullest extent, and to do so 
without any prejudice to the inter­
ests of other sections of the commu­
nity.

I mentioned as a second reason, 
because they cling to a livelihood— 
that is. to say, an active national 
existence. As the individual seeks 
to advance, in order to secure the 
means of fulfilling all his obligations 
and of improving his condition, so 
the race that has the vital spark of 
ambition within its bosom, wishes 
to advance, to reach higher levels, 
to occupy its rightful position 
amongst the nationalities by which 
it is surrounded, and to wield an in­
fluence in the great work of shaping 
the future. One of the most effective 
means of attaining such a! laudable 
end is the utilizing of. opportunities, 
and the insisting upon due jepie- 
sentation. As far as the city is con­
cerned the most important office is 
that of Mayor. It is the highest 
civic position within the gift of the 
people. The holding of that place 
by an Irish Catholic is at once an 
evidence of the importance t i his 
element amidst the great cosmopoli­
tan population of the Dominion.

'I added a third reason, which 1 
styled the objection of Irish Catho­
lics to extinction. I do not, hereby, 
presuppose that, in the ordinary 
sense of the word, there euulu ever 
arise any danger of a national ex­
tinction. But so long and so unmi- 
tigatedly has the Irish race teen 
persecuted, deprived of its privileges, 
robbed of its inalienable rights, and 
despoiled of its most cherished pos­
sessions, that, in this ijcw land, un­
der a free and constitutional tyslem 
of government, they have men­
tion of allowing any such ostracism 
to be perpetuated. Their influence 
is just as circumscribed as their op­
ponents can render it, and « hey in­
tend that it shall know no other 
limitations than those imposed upon 
it by the law of the land, rime was 
when an Irish Catholic could not as­
pire, in the old land, lo an* posi­
tion of civic or political trust; un­
der such privations has the race suf­
fered for generations. Here, in a 
country where their ambition may 
soar unfettered, they wish that the 
world may know of their qualifica­
tions and aptitudes for governing 
others, as well as for being govern­
ed. It seems to me that these alone 
should suffice as good and ample rea­
sons why the Irish Catholics should 
want their term of mayoralty repre­
sentation.
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CATHOLIC PUBLIC MEN. — The 
"Sacred Heart Review" very well re­
mark» :—

’ 'The Catholic who holds a public 
office worthily and fulfills its duties 
in an upright and impartial man­
ner, whose name is a synonym for 
rectitude, is a living, breathing 
proof to his fellow-citizens of all 
creeds and classes that the Church 
of which he is a member inculcates 
true principles of life and conduct. 
A Catholic elected or appointed to 
public office must, if he is a worthy 
member of the Church, do even jus­
tice to all citizens, Catholics, Pro­
testants or Jews.

"The better Catholic he is the 
more impartial will be his dealings. 
Ho will be above any consideration 
except that of honesty and justice. 
The life of every Catholic, in whatr 
ever station, is day after day telling 
for or against the Church. By what 
each and every one of us does or 
says—bo it good or evil—the Church 
is being judged by the people around 
us who differ from us in religion.

FOR RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS. —‘ 
The will of Miss Ruth Charlotte 
Dana, who died last month, filed in 
the Suffolk Probate office, contain 
$12,900 in public bequests. Those of 
especial religious interest are :

A bequest of $5,000 is made to 
Archbishop Williams to be used in

ablishfng a scholarship in the Am- 
ican College at Rome for students 
•r the priesthood from his Archdi- 

;se. This is to be as a memorial 
her brother, Richard H. Dana. A 

irr- ther be<luost of $5,000 is given to 
the Archbishop for establishing a 
scholarship in the Catholic Univer­
sity of America for a like purpose; 
also $300 for the use of the Church 
of the Sacred Heart at Manchester, 
Mass., and $300 for the use of St. 
Paul’s Church in Cambridge.

‘The sum of $2,000 is given to the 
réctor of Boston College os a schol­
arship for students preparing for the 
priesthood.

AT THE ANTIPODES. — Of late 
Canada and Australia are .becoming 
very well acquainted; if ever there 
is a cable communication between 
the two countries, we will find that 
our Confederation and their’s have 
Very many more interests in com­
mon than would be supposed—consi­
dering that half the globe divides 
them. In a note concerning the 
Catholic situation in Australia a 
very nice piece of information has 
been given us by a contemporary. It 
is couched in these works :—

News reports, no matter how 
startling in character, that issue 
from Australia, are accepted at their 
face-value. It is a land of generos­
ity and amplitude. The Catholic 
body is not only large numerically, 
but it bears traces of the best tror 
ditions of Australian life. As an 
evidence of this an offering of $16,- 
005 was placed on the foundation 
stone of the convent af the Faithful 
Companions of Jesus at Benella, 
Victoria, on a recent Sunday. There 
is an impressive lesson in this inci­
dent that could well receive applica­
tion on this side of the world.
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I have not gone into the subject 
as fully as I might; but, I deem- 
the question almost too silly to de­
serve the consecration of so much 
space. But if one might take It se­
riously, it would be easy to point 
out how necessary it is for a people 
to hold high, honorable and respon­
sible positions in the government — 
be it legislative or municipal. The 
Irish Catholic wants to have his 
share in the administration, as well 
as in the contribution to the main­
tenance of the city’s affairs. More­
over, it is by the amount and varie­
ty of the representation enjoyed by 
a people that their worth is estim­
ated and appreciated by strangers. 
Consequently, I come back to what 
I stated in a previous paragraph 
the Irish Catholics want their term 
of the mayoralty, because it is their 
right, because it is in accord with 
the tacit compact that has long ob­
tained in Montreal, because their na­
tional pride demands it, because 
their duty to themselves and their 
descendants impose it as an obliga­
tion, because their status in the 
mixed community of this Dominion’s 
population requires that they should 
have it, and because it is the gener­
al concensus of the various national 
and religious elements that it is 
their privilege. I will add that, 
view of the peculiar condition of eo- 

r ciety. consisting of so many differ­
ent elements in Montreal, the 'Irish 
Catholics could not justly nor con­
sistently—even if ever so willing — 
abandon their turn, nor decline to 
take advantage of it. To do so 
would be to sin by omission against 
the rights of others, of their own 
féllow-coiintrymen and co-religion- 

of their own children, of their 
hors and fellow-citizens and of 

all who have similar rights and pri­
vileges to those which they enjoy. 
This is "why” the Irish Catholics 
want the next mayoralty term.

i| THE YOUNG MAN AND INTEMPERANCE,
An Able Paper Read by Mr. Joseph P. Kennedy, at 

the Convention. of .Young Men’s Societies, in 
.... Philadelphia, recently ....

great Archbishop Ireland recently 
suid, we will, be asked when we pre­
sent ourselves at the gate of heaven, 
"How many we have brought with 
us," we must have a thought as to 
whether our actions are a scandal 
to another.

BUSINESS AFFAIRS. — Then, 
again, look 'at the matter from 
practical standpoint. One of the 
first questions asked by an emppyef 
when a young man seeks a position 
is : 'Are you strictly .temperate ?" 
"Strictly temperate." Formerly it 
was "Do you drink?" And if the an­
swer was, "No, only a littlfc,”
"A glass now and then," it was sa­
tisfactory. But now many of the 
great railroads of the country, the 
number of whose employees would 
almost constitute an army, insist 
upon strict total abstinence through­
out their entire force from the clerks 
in the offices to the section hands 
on the line. Must there not be 
weigh by reasons for this? Do the 
"soulless corporations" forbid their 
men to drink because they think it 
is foolish for them to spend their 
money that way? Or has costly ex­
perience taught them that the drink­
ing man is not reliable and that 
scores of lives havq been jeopardized 
and thousands of dollars wasted 
through his neglect? It is the same 
in other lines of industry, and if the 
drinking man does secure a position 
it is only to see others who al­
though of no greater ability than he 
are advanced over him because they 
are total abstainers and do not 
spend their time in saloons. Some 
of the railroads referred to. realiz­
ing that a young man must have 
some place of amusement and recre­
ation, provide reading and smoking- 
rooms for their men, where they can 
read the daily papers and magaz­
ines, smoke, piny games and enjoy 
themselves, but intoxicants are 
strictly prohibited. In some in­
stances a gymnasium and shower- 
bath are also provided. All this 
proves that the employers take an 
interest in their men and- not only 
wish to have them sober, but arc 
willing to do their share to assist 
them to avoid the saloon.
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Warm Hosiery
And UNDERWEAR.
A few lending lines of the most re- 

liable brands at popular prices :—
Ladies' Ribbed Wool Vests. 50c. 

76c. $1.00, $1.25.
Ladles' Ribbed Wool Drawers tw 

match.
Ladies’ Lambs' Wool Vests, $1.00, 

$1.25, $1.50. Drawers to match.
Ladies’ Natural Wool Vests, medi­

um and heavy weights, $1, $1.10, 
$1.25; Drawers to match.

Men's Heavy Wool Shirts and 
Drawers, $1.00, $1.50, $2.00,
$3.00 a Suit.

Men’s AntiwGrippe Bands, 35c, 60c 
and 75c ’each.

Men's Flecco-Lined Shirts and 
Drawers, $1.20, $2.00, $2.30 a suit.

Ladies' Black Fleece-Lined Hose, 
extra heavy, 25c a pair.

Ladies’ Black Cashmere Hose, 85c, 
50c. 75c, $1.10 a pair.

Men’s Heavy Cashmere Half-Hose, 
25c, 35c, 50c a pair.

THE DANGER.—Out of the multi­
tude of temptations that beset a 
young man starting out in the 
world to make an honorable name 
and position for himself, I wish to 
speak of one that, when yielded to, 
is the cause of untold misery, suffer­
ing and disgrace, and which, in the 
words of an eminent statesman, is a 
source of greater destruction than 
war, pestilence or famine. The vice 
of intemperance and the methods 
best suited to combat it are subjects 
that are receiving the closest study 
and attention from the hierarchy of 
the Catholic Church in this country 
and from thousands of laymen in 
all walks of life.

But though intemperance is mani­
fest at every age, it is upon the 
young man that its results are most 
to be dreaded. When a boy finishes 
his High School course and leaves 
home to enter college, probably in a 
distant city, the home influence and 
restraint to which he has been ac­
customed all his life are removed — 
he is, in a measure, his own master. 
Then, with money at his disposal 
and more or less spare time, he 
seeks amusement and makes acquain­
tances among the other students. 
Probably a visit to a friend’s room 
is suggested, and during the evening 
the host produces wine and whisky 
or beer, and those who have been 
accustomed to drink, take a drink; 
the others are of course invited to 
join them, and not wishing to ap­
pear odd, or unable to do as the 
others do, will drink also.

THE FIRST GLASS. — Then the 
evil is done. Having taken the first 
drink he will not stop to demur at 
the second, and very soon the habit 
is formed with all its attendant re­
sults In after life. Who has not seen 
the young business or professional 
man, that, by close application and 
hard work, has started on the road 
to success, has made a good begin­
ning? He is bright, Intelligent, and 
full of energy. The community ad­
mires him and hie friends never tire 
of singing his praises. Flushed with 
the success that he feels is surely 
coming to him, and sure that he is 
complete master of himself, he starts 
to drink—in a very moderate way at 
first, but rapidly becoming worse ns 
the appetite Increases and his friends 
become more numerous; and a drink­
ing man's "friends" always Increase 
or decrease in proportion to the 
amount of money he spends. He is 
out late nights and consequently lute 
at his business in the morning and 
unable to give it the clear-eighted 
attention it requires. He is seen in 
company and in places that he 
should not be, and his business suf­
fers, as no one will consult a physi­
cian who is known to be a drinking 
man, because no man who uses in­
toxicants to excess is reliable

the better of his judgment lie will 
neglect his business- the greater part 
of the time.

VALUE OF PERSONALITY.- "If 
you wish anything done well, do it 
yourself’—so if you wish to succeed 
in busin?ss attend to the details 
yourself. I do not know anv line rf 
business in this country to-day that 
will run itself qr make money for 
its owner without the closest kind 
of application and attention on his 
Part; so that the young man in 
business who drinks to excess is al­
most certain of failure, and instead 
of the bright future he might have 
attained he falls lower and low» v 
each passing year. Quite recently 
we had a case of this kind in a Con­
necticut town where a bright young 
lawyer abandoned all iLa opportun­
ities and turned to drink, was dis­
barred for swindling a client, and 
was finally arrested for drunkenness, 
tried and sentenced to jail in the 
court and by the same judge before 
whom he himself had often eloquent­
ly pleaded for offenders. I hope Hint 
man’s piother is dead. I hope that if 
she witnessed his triumph she did 
not witness his terrible downfall, it 
is distressing enough for the or din 
ary observer. What must it be for 
a* mother? And what .rn influence 
for . good a successful, temperate 
business man has in a parisn or in 
a community. Especially if l>e is >\ 
Catholic and a young man. because 
it is useless to ask a boy to take as 
a model a man of 40 or 50 years cf 
age, as he will tell you that he prob­
ably drank when he was young just 
as he does himself. But if the man 
you offer him as a model be between 
21 and 30 he can make no excuse. 
But it is not alone to the yout.g 
man who enters college i hat l say 
"Don’t drink," for while the life and 
habits of the business o>r profession­
al man are more exposed to public 
attention, and his faults are there­
fore more glaring than those of the 
man in a very humble station, there 
is no one who is without influence 
on those about him and whose ex­
ample, whether good or bad, has not 
its effect upon others, and if, us the
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SOCIABILITY.—One of the chief 
causes of temptation to drink is so­
ciability and thc desire to be known 
as a good fellow by one’s friends. If 
a man goes into a saloon to get a 
drink and meets there a friend . he 
must “treat" him to -a drink and 
then the friend must treat back, and 
if, instead of one friend or acquaint­
ance there should bo three or four, 
the inexorable law of treating is the 
same, each one must buy the drinks 
in turn, and instead of one drink 
which you intended to take when 
you entered, you have taken five or 
six or possibly more. Js there any 
sense in this? Suppose you should 
enter a restaurant and order dinner 
and just as you had finished, a 
friend entered and asked you to eat 
another dinner with him, would you 
consent? Certainly not; you would 
not have the appetite for it and you 
would be afraid of overloading your 
stomach and ruining your digestion. 
It is the same with drinking — one 
drink, or two at the outside, is 
enough, and if you take any more, 
you are not only injuring your con­
stitution and health, but are allow­
ing yourself to be persuaded to take 
what you do not want. This is one 
of the prime causes of drunkenness, 
allowing some one to coax you to 
take just another drink when you 
are sure that you have had enough; 
but no matter haw strong a man’s 
determination not to drink too much 
he will dislike to appear unsociable.

A young man cannot be too care­
ful in the selection of his friends 
and associates because they take 
such an important part in the form­
ation of his character and because 
we are often Judged by our friends 
and the company we keep. But if 
you are in company of men who 
drink, and arc invited to join, a po­
lite refusal and statement that you 
never indulge in intoxicants will not 
give offense and will often*win the 
secret approval of many of the 
others who wish that they had the 
strength of will to enable them to 
give up drinking. Any man that 
takes offense because you refuse to 
drink on the ground that you are a 
total abstainer, is either ignorant 
or wicked, and in either case he is 
not a person that any self-respect­
ing young man would care to asso­
ciate with.* It is not necessary to 
make a show of the fact that you 
are a total abstainer. Go around 
with your friends.. be sociable and 
agreeable, but let alcohol strictly 
alone. Your friends will see that you 
enjoy yourself just as well as they 
do but that you are all right and 
ready for work in the morning; and 
then when you see a good opening 
speak a word or two about the sin 
and folly of a young man allowing 
any habit to overcome his reason 
and his manhood, and you will sure­
ly make converts sooner or later. 
And it is a great thing to rescue 
even one soul from the danger of be­
ing lost through drink.
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EIDERDOWN QUILTS |
A full stock of Satin-Covered, Silk 

Covered and Sateen-Covered Eider- 
Down Quilts—all made to our special 
order, and filled with the best down!

Eiderdown Quilts from $4.50 to 
$50.00.

BEST COTTON-WADDED COM­
FORTERS !

A complete assortment, all filled 
with pure Carded Cotton ; prices 
from $1.10 ouch.

BLAMKETS ! BLANKETS 1
All the Best Scotch, English and 

Canadian mokes, with fast colored 
borders to select from !

Colored All-Wool Blankets; Gray, 
from $1.50; Scarlet, from $4.00 a

JOHN MURPHY & CO.
8348 St, Catherine Ntrwt, corner ©1 

Metcalfe Street.
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W. G. KENNEDY
...Dentist...

No. 758 PALACE STREET,
Main 830.

.FOR....

Handsomely bound Prayer Books.
Neatly mounted Prayer Beads.
Crucifixes in Metal, Pearl, Ivory, etc.. 
Religious Pictures, email and large,. 
Medals in Gold and Silver.

STATUARY IN METAL,
FOR TUB POCKET:

B I. ESN ED VIRGIN...... »«., |»e, 16 e each
Larger Size, 35 cents.

D. & J. SADLIER & OCX,
166Q

STREETDAME

Pure Gold
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David Fleming has


