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Sir William’s Hingston Completes Forty Years of 
Uninterrupted Service in the Hotel Dieu Hospital,

HON. BIB WILLIAM HINGSTON, M.D.

The Hotel Dieu was en fete on 
Tuesday morning, in the fullest ac­
ceptation of that expressive term, the 
occasion being a commemoration of 
the completion of a term of forty 
years during which the Hon. Sir Wil­
liam Hingston, M.D., has been un­
interruptedly connected with that 
hospital. Nothing was omitted which 
could in any way have lent eclat to 
the unique, and very interesting cele­
bration, or have added to the high 
honor of which Sir William was the 
recipient.

In the surgical' amphitheatre be­
fore breakfast the medicaj students 
presented Sir William with a lengthy 
address in French. They referred to 
his forty years of unselfish and gen­
erous service in the hospital as a 
veritable apostleship carried on in 
that asylum of suffering and misery 
with all the energy of his nature, 
and with all the light that science 
could give and all the balm of con­
solation which his sympathetic dis­
position could bring. It was almost 
impossible to count the number of 
persons whom he made ha^py and 
restored to health, rejoicing the 
hearts of so many mothers who had 
diseased or crippled, or deformed 
sons or daughters. “To the students 
particularly," the address went on. 
"you have rendered services which 
are invaluable by giving them that 
instruction in the art of surgery 
which vou know so well how to pre­
sent, and in forms the most attract­
ive. When we go out into the world 
to struggle for professional ex­
istence we shall carry with us 
lessons of kindness, and of 
devotednese, which must have earned 
for you the affection of your 
patients and the esteem and 
gratitude of your pupils. If 
others may boast of having been 
seated, in other lands, at the feet of 
great masters in the art of surgery, 
we are able to point with equal pride 
and with undiminished truth to the 
master who to-day has completed his 
forty years of invaluable work at 
the Hotel Dieu."

Sir William Hingston in reply said: 
"My young friends, you have given 
to-day another proof of your genero­
sity. During the forty years that I 
have been connected with this hos­
pital I was never obliged to inter­
mit mv labor here on account of 
Poor health until this wintef; but la 
STiPPe, as vou know, took hold of 
me at the beginning of the session 
and showed the influence of its ugly 
presence more than once during the 
session. I hope it will never visit me 
in the years that I am destined to 
continue to instruct you. You speak 
?l the lessons you have réceived 
"ere- I have endeavored, eo far as 
my ability permitted, to teach you 
your dutv in all c: 
to yonr patienta and then to

yourselves. You are

ness, I believe, to the care with 
which a correct diagnosis is formed 
before resorting to the knife, and 
you will also bear witness that a 
surgical operation has not been tak­
en to establish that diagnosis. When 
operations have been demanded, I 
think vou will admit that nothing 
has been done in a slipshod manner, 
but that both surgeon and his as­
sistants brought to the work a thor­
ough preparedness. Into details I 
shall not now go. If during your 
student life here you have acquired 
lessons which will be of value to 
your patients, and ultimately 'to 
yourselves, do not attribute too 
much to me, but attribute them to 
the.splendid opportunities you have 
enjoyed at this magnificent institu­
tion. I thank you for your address, 
and for the handsome gift which ac­
companies it."

Mass was «then celebrated in ‘the 
b?autiful chiypcl of the institution bv 
His Grace Archbishop Bruchési, as­
sisted by the Cure of the hospital 
and by the Rev. Father W H. Hing­
ston, S.J., a son of Sir William.

A visit was now made to the par­
lor of the community, where all the 
Sisters were awaiting the arrival of 
the guest of honor. It was decorat­
ed with festoons arid flowers in great 
profusion, and mottoes alluding to 
Sir William’s forty years of work at 
the institution. One decoration in 
particular attracted notice. It was 
a verse composed by one of the Sis­
ters, and was written in gold letters 
beautifully executed, surpassing, or 
at least equal to any work a profes­
sional illuminator could have done.

The following is a rough transla­
tion of the beautiful verses :—

Glory to thee, Sir William, glory!
And also gratitude untold.

Of those bright forty years the story 
Are written on our page in gold.

Ineffaceable shall be their mem’ry.
Within the wards of Hotel Dieu.— 

Their lustre upon each infirm'ry 
The years will constantly renew.

To thee. Sir William, all pay hom­
age;

Noble and pious, how your fame 
Throughout our annals on each page, 

Will shine with your illustrious 
name.

Within our walls those forty years 
More than elsewhere were given 

To solace pain, to check hot tears, 
And build a kind of heaven.
There was also a large, framed 

sketch in cipher of the history of 
the Hotel Dieu and of Sir William 
Kingston's connection with it. It 
was in this room that a chaste and 
beautiful silver vase, with a gold 
shield attached to it with a chain, 
was presented to Sir William. The 
gold shield bears the following in­
scription
1851 1901.

50.
A testimony of esteem offered to 

Hon. Sir William Hingston, M.p_.. 
by his colleagues, 7 May.

transformed into a fairy-like scene. 
The Archbishop presided, and seated 
opposite to him was the Vicar-Gener­
al, Mgr. Racicot. The present house- 
surgeon, Dr. St. Jacques, and the 
last six house-surgeons who preceded 
him, were seated at angles of the 
tables.

Archbishop Bruchési is always hap­
py in the speeches he makes, but he 
was exceptionally so in the remarks 
he made on this occasion. He spoke 
in terms of warm praise and appre­
ciation of the long term of forty 
years that Sir William Hingston had 
been connected with the hospital, 
and of his unfailing devotedness to 
his good work there. Although the 
hospital is situated in the crest of 
a hill, so to speak, IT is Grace dwelt 
on the fact that Sir William had of­
ten gone there two and three times 
a day to attend critical cases, and 
had often remained there all night in 
a room adjoining the wards in which 
some dangerously ill patients of his 
were lying. At the close of a long 
speech His Grace read the following 
cablegram which he had received 
from Rome on the previous day :— 

Rome. May 5th, 1901. 
To Monseigneur Bruchési, Montreal.

The Holy Father accords most 
heartily (de tout coeur) to Sir * Wil­
liam Hingston the Apostolic Benedic­
tion asked for by you to commemor­
ate the fiftieth anniversary of his en­
trance into the medical profession.

M. CARDINAL RAM POLL A.
Sir William thanked Ills Grace for 

the honor conferred upon him by pre­
siding at the banquet.

Dr. St. Jacques, the house-surgeon, 
then addressed Sir \>"iIlium on be­
half of the patients from St. Pat­
rick's Ward, and also on behalf of 
all .the patients in the hospital then, 
and of those who had been there be­
fore them. He spoke feelingly of the 
long, faithful and conscientious ser­
vices rendered to the patierits with­
out fee or reward except what he 
would receive hereafter, and wished 
him long life and continued good 
health.

Sir William Hingston responding, 
said : "The patients of the hospital 
are very forgiving. Is it not true 
that I have left some of you without 
an arm, and some without a leg. 
and some otherwise mutilated. Yet 
why was it done? To save life, and 
to relieve suffering. The ward in 
which we are assembled is the first 
one I entered when, many years ago.
I joined the hospital—St. Patrick's 
Ward. I believe I was rarelv or 
never absent at the hours named for 
attendance. If circumstances prevent­
ed jnc from attending at those hours 
I came later in the day or at night, 
for I always made it a point to nut 
in an appearance. If called to a dis­
tance I telegraphed to the author­
ities to have my patients attended 
to during my absence. My labor here 
has been a labor of love. I shall not 
say that it was well performed. But 
it was faithfully performed. And I 
can say that if I have been half as 
faithful to my God as I have been 
to you I need have no misgiving as 
to the future life. I have nothing to 
recall of an unpleasant or unsatis­
factory character in our relations to 
each other. I tried to impress on 
my mind that you were God's suf­
fering poor, entitled to every care 
and attention for His sake. I was 
not always equal to that abstract 
duty. I am afraid I did not always 
get beyond the purely scientific por­
tion of the art. But whether or not 
my motive was of the highest kind 1 
cannot say. You never, however, 
were made to suffer on that account. 
You had my best efforts, and cer­
tainly without stint. Of course, for 
the last few years I have not had 
tha,t intimate daily intercourse with 
you that I formerly had, my services 
being exclusively confined to the 
operating theatre. But even then, 
you know that my solicitude for you 
did not cease."

Speeches were also delivered bv 
Dr. Brunelle, Hon. Dr. Guerin. M.L. 
A., and Dr. Leclairc all couched in 
the highest terms of praise of the 
great work Sir William Hingston has 
accomplished during the fifty years 
of his professional career.

THE WEEK IN IRELAND.

IS IT 1 MIRACLE?
According to our American Cath­

olic exchanges, excitement is run­
ning high in the town of Menominee, 
Mich., over the alleged miraculous 
manifestation which took place in 
the home of a Polish laborer, An­
toine Czarnicki. On Monday after­
noon neighbors heard calls fori help 
from the Czarnicki apartments. Hur­
rying in, they beheld Mr. and Mrs. 
Czarnicki and two women kneeling 
in front of a picture of the Crucifix­
ion. Several spots of blood ffpm one 
to six inches in length were upon 
the glass which covered the picture, 
one spot in front of each of the Five 
Wounds. The pastor. Father Papon, 
and Father Cleary were at once call­
ed. The glass was cleaned of the 
spots, but they soon reappeared. 
Crowds surrounded the house, but it 
was finally closed to all pending the 
arrival of Bishop Eis, who was sum­
moned by wire. Many prominent citi­
zens witnessed the phenomenon, 
among them Prosecuting Attorney 
N. M. Mills, Manager Kaffin, of the 
W. U. Telegraph Co., and several 
others. Many theories have been ad­
vanced for the occurrence, but the 
mystery only thickens. The clergy­
men will as yet advance no opinion. 
Czarnicki is a devout Catholic.

A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY.—For 
over a quarter of a century the Irish 
Catholic bishops and the Irish Cath­
olic members of the British House of 
Commons have been demanding jus­
tice*—simple justice, and no more—in 
tnc matter of Catholic university 
education. But English and Scotch 
bigotry arid intolerance have refused 
the demand. Of late years several 
broad-minded Protestant members of 
Parliament, notably, Mr. A. J. Bal­
four, the Conservative leader, and 
Mr. T. W. Russell, another promin­
ent Conservative, and many British 
Liberals have joined in the demand, 
frankly and honestly recognizing the 
logic and fairness of the Irish Cath­
olic arguments; and it is needless to 
say that the lat? Mr. Gladstone was 
in favor of the establishment and en­
dowment of a Catholic university for 
Ireland from the beginning of the 
agitation for it. A solid majority of 
bigots, however, has always stood in 
the way.

A few days ago the quest ion was 
again brought up in the House of 
Commons by the Irish Nationalist 
members. Mr. John Dillon made the 
speech, of the evening. He and the 
other Irish National members, he 
said, represented seven-eighths of the 
people of Ireland, and yet when the 
question of endowments for higher 
education in that country was taken 
up by successive governments in the 
past, tjhev were not even consulted. 
Trinity University had been endowed 
by property plundered from Catho­
lics, and yet the doors of that insti­
tution had been closed to Catholics 
for a long period of time. The Irish 
National members of Parliament had 
said to Trinity College over and over 
again that they were content to let 
Trinity -keep its great property on 
one condition—viz., that Catholics 
were allowed equal rights and an in­
stitution to which the people of Ire­
land could resort, as well endowed 
and as well equipped as Trinity Col­
lege and the University of Dublin. 
The time had come to address a 
warning to the governing body of 
Trinity College that the restrained 
attitude of the Irish Catholics could 
not be maintained much longer. If 
there was this persistent opposition 
to their very moderate demands, the 
time r light come for a demand for 
the revision of the endowments of 
Trinity College. A most vital ques­
tion was whether Trinity College 
was once more to be allowed to 
make the monstrous pica which had 
been put forward so frequently that 
no unfair competition with their col- ' 
lege should be allowed to he set up 
to interfere with their preserves. It 
had been stated that Trinity College 
was revered and beloved by the peo­
ple' of Ireland. lie traversed that 
statement. The moderator of the As­
sembly, who spoke for the Presbyte­
rians of Ireland, had characterized it 
as a scandal that this university, 
with its wealthy endowments, had 
done so little for the people of Ire­
land during its 300 years of exist­
ence. In Trinity University there 
was not a spark of genuine Irish 
spirit, and in his belief it was not 
up to the level of any of the univer­
sities of modern times, and so far as 
the true spirit of the old Celtic race 
was concerned it might as well be in 
Birmingham or Manchester ns in 
Dublin. ITe hoped against hope 
that the day was not far distant 
when the scales would fall off the 
eyes of the House, and that for the 
unhappy people of Ireland wno have 
been kept out in the dark for cen­
turies and centuries, the golden 
gates of learning might be opened, 
and Ireland might once more take 
her stand where once she stood be­
fore, among the foremost of the 
learned nations of the earth.

The Hon. Martin Morris, in a 
maiden speech, appealed to the 
House to consider this question in a 
fair-minded, tolerant, and sympathe­
tic manner, for it was & question 
fraught with the greatest import­
ance to Ireland and to the people 
whose interests he had at heart. He 
trusted the House would excuse him 
being a little personal in his re­
marks, but he wished to say that he 
had been educated in England in a 
Catholic school, which was presided 
over by one of the greatest English­
men of the day, whose brilliant ad­
vocacy formed one of the most valu­
able contributions to this very ques­
tion. He had therefore been educat­
ed under the healthiest Catholic aus­
pices. When he returned to his own 
country he went to Trinity College, 
where he spent four years. From his 
own experience he had no hesitation 
in declaring that Trinity College 
was one of the most Protestant in­
stitutions which it was possible to 
conceive. He mentioned these facts 
to show that he had actually come 
into contact with the question from 
various points of view. ^There were 
many conflicting interests involved, 
and the question was a vexed and 
difficult one. He thought his opinions 
should receive the attention of mem­
bers on the Ministerial side, more es­
pecially because he was the sole 
Unionist in the House ont of the 
three provinces in Ireland, and he 
was the only Catholic Unionist in 
the House.

Mr. A. J. Balfour, the leader of the 
House, supported the motion, not as 
a member of the Government, but as 
a private individual. .

Mr. John E. Redmond delivered an

heartily
did also 

Protest ant

effective address, in which lie twitted 
Mr. Balfour for now making u dis­
tinction, on this question, lift ween 
liis capacity as a private 
and a member of the Cover

Sir Edward (’arson, one 
members for Trinity, and 

! member of the Government 
! supported the motion, 
j Mr. Hemphill, an Ulstr 
I member.
! The motion was. as aimoinm-d in 
the last issue of the "True Wit­
ness." defeated by a majority of"88, 
there being 117 votes in its favor 
against 1235.

JURY PACKING. — Mr. T. P 
O'Connor drew the attention of (he 
House to the practise of jury-pack­
ing which was still going on in Ire­
land, and to the fact that a Cath­
olic Nationalist member of Parlia­
ment, Mr. P. A. Mcllugh, editor of 
the "Sligo Champion." had been 
sent to jail for six months for de-, 
flouncing the expulsion of Catholics 
from juries.

A PATRIOTIC PRIEST. — The 
venerable Canon O'Hanlon, whose 
fame as a pious priest and a literary 
man has spread over two continents, 
celebrated his sot h birthday on April 
30. ■ He is still enjoying good health, 
and is bringing his new jvork, " The 
History of the Irish in America." to 
a finish. It will soon lie published 
lie is pastor of the Church of St. 
Mary. Star of the Sea. which is si­
tuated on the beach of that pretty 
Dublin suburb. JrishtoWn. It was in 
this very Church that the great 
orator. Father Burke, preached the 
sermon, which being reported verba­
tim in the "Freeman's Journal," 
first brought him to public notice,

ARCHDIOCESE OF CASIIEL.-Ht 
is officially announced in "L'Osser- 
vatore Romano" that the Holy Fa­
ther has been pleased to appoint the 
Very ltev. Thomas Fen nelly. P. P . 
Moyenrkey, to be Coadjutor-Bishop 
"cum jure successionis" to 11 is Grace 
the Most Rev. Dr. Croke, Archbishop 
of Cashel and Emly. Advanced age 
and declining health made it incum­
bent on the illustrious Archbishop of 
Cashel—who has given such giant 
service to "faith and fatherland "- 
to seek a respite from episcopal 
cares; and on the 15th of January 
last lie convened a meeting of the 
Chapter and parish priests of the 
archdiocese for the purpose of se­
lecting three names to be forwarded 
to Rome with a view to the ap­
pointment of n coadjutor. When the 
announcement was made public that 
the diocesan electors had nominated 
Father Fen nelly, of Moyeu rkey, dig- 
nissimus, tlie fact was hailed wfth 
general satisfaction, but, was espe­
cially grateful t o t he people amongst 
whom his life had been spent and by 
whom his many sterling qualities 
were appraised at their due worth. 
Father Feniiclly’s scholarly attain­
ments and courteous manner, his 

I gravity of demeanor, and remark­
able, though unostentatious, holi­
ness of life, all pointed to him as one 
destined to fill a high place in the ! 
councils of the Church. Ft, was prettv 
generally known that the rev. gen­
tleman .was in no way ambitious of 
ecclesiastical honors or preferment 
and it speaks volumes for the high 
esteem in which he is held by his bro­
ther priests that they should have 
forced him, so to speak, to emerge 
from his retirement and take a fore­
most place in the ranks of the Irisji 
Episcopacy. He is a warm personal 
friend of the Most Rev. Dr. Croke. 
and will prove a worthy successor to 
the long line of prelates who have 
wielded the crozicr of St. Albert. 
The new coadjutor-bishop comes of a 
fine old Tipperary stock, thoroughly 
"racy of the soil,’’ which has #ÿven 
many sons and daughters'' to the 
Church, as well as several members 
to the learned professions.

BISHOP O’DWYER’S REMARKS. 
—His Lordship Bishop OrDwyer, of 
Limerick, in a letter addressed to a 
Dublin newspaper, says that it seems 
quite possible that the implacable 
and bigoted opposition of a certain 
section of Irish Protestants towards 
any measure of justice to Catholics 
in this matter of university educa­
tion may be successful, and that 
these protestations may tie able to 
stave off the evil day of equality for 
all Irishmen for years to come. 
"Meanwhile," adds His Lordship, "if 
the Bishop of Clonfert and myself 
took off our coats to the land ques­
tion we might be able to give some 
little assistance to Mr. Redmond and 
Mr. T. W. Russell, and do some good 
for our people, and it may turn out 
that, as in other cases, so,, too, the 
longest way round might be the 
shortest way home to a Catholic 
university."

DEATH OF DR. TANNER, M.P.— 
The House of Commons has lost a 
vigorous personality and the Irish 
Nationalist party one of its most 
prominent members in the death of 
Dr. Tanner, which took place at 
Reading. Dr. Tanner died from con­
sumption after a long illness. He 
came to town from Ventnor for the 
opening of Parliament, though he 
was obviously very ill; and this at­
tention to legislative duties, at an 
lexceptionnlly trying period of the 
year, would seem to be mainly re­
sponsible for the relapse from which 
he never recovered.

FATHER FALLON
AGAIN IN THE BREACH.

Under the caption "A Tilt with S. 
II. Blake," the "Ottawa Evening 
Journal" says

The itw. Dr. Fallon, O.M.L, past­
in’ of St. Joseph's Church, was in­
terviewed this morning regarding the 
statements made at Wycliffo College, 
Toronto, Friday night, by Mr. S. II. 
Blake, to the effect that he (Mr. 
Blake) believed in toleration in 
everything, and that before any ac­
tion was taken with regard to am­
ending or abolishing the coronation 
oath, Roman Catholic bishops should 
cease to take the oath in which it is 
stated that their duty is to do away 
with heretics.

Rev. Dr. Fallon said :
•So long as such statements were 

confined to Mr. Clarke Wallace, who 
is professionally in that business, no 
serious notice need be taken of them, 
but. when to bigotry there is added, 
as in the case of Àlr. S. 11. Blake, 
intellectual ability and high legal 
standing in the province, the ques­
tion assumes an entirely different as­
pect. Mr. Blake is quoted as saving 
1 hat. he favors toleration in every­
thing. His career scarcely justifies 
i lie assertion. No men in Ontario is 
more widely celebrated for periodic 
outbursts against the Catholic 
Church in one 1'oi‘m or another than 
Mr. S. II. Blake."

"Mr. Blake's remarks are fairly 
open to three complete answers. In 
t.ln* first place even were the oath of 
the bishops Of the Catholic -Church 
ecactly as Mr. Blake falsely states it. 
to he. ,there would be no party be­
tween it anil the King's ant i-t’nt ho- 
1 it* declaration. The King is the sov­
ereign of all his people. To him they 
all. Catholics included, owe allegi­
ance and loyalty. He has no right 
to offensively refer in any of his acts 
as a sovereign to the religions doc­
trines of any class of his loyal poo- ' 
pie. Now, mm-Cal holies in no sense 
owe either loyalty or allegiance to 
Catholic bishops and consequent li­
the oaths of office taken bv bishops 
do not affect. Protest ants, as the 
oath of the common Sovereign of the 
people affects his Catholic subjects."

"In the second place the words of 
the bishops’ oath are incorrectly un­
derstood by Mr. Blake and those 
who think with him. The oath 
pledges the bishops "to pursue and 
oppose heretics."

Let me quote from Pope Pius VI. 
in a letter to the bishops of Ireland 
under date of -June 23, 1791: "These 
words are maliciously interpreted as 
the signal of war against heretics, 
authorizing persecution and assault 
against, t hem as enemies: whereas the 
pursuit and opposition to heretics 
which the bishops undertake are to 
he understood as referring to their 
solicitude and efforts in convincing 
heretics of their error and procuring 
their reconciliation with the Catho­
lic Church."

"'Bui to show the toleration which 
always characterizes the Catholic 
Church, to prove her desire to avoid 
needless offence, Pope Pius VI. in 
1791, by this same letter ' consented 
that the objectionable clause should 
he omitted by the Irish bishop. The 
same concession was made to the 
Right Rev. John Carroll, first bishop 
of the Uni Jed States, on Aug. 16th. 
1794, and to-day the oath is not 
(obligatory on any Catholic bishop in 
the British Empire.

"The question may he asked whv 
this clause was omitted for the Brit­
ish Empire and the United States 
and allowed to remain intact, with 
regard to other countries. Well, this 
was done because it was in the Brit­
ish Empire and the United States 
that the words were (glsely inter­
preted and in order to avoid even 
the possibility of false interpreta­
tion, the Pope readily consented to 
the omission of the clause."

"Mr. Blake." conclydcd Rev. Dr. 
Fallon, "may know considerable 
about, the civil law of the Province 
of Ontario, but has a great deal vet 
to learn about the legislation of the 
Catholic Churdh. It will take him 
some time to master the whole of 
her enactments. The least Catholics 
have a right to expect from him 
and others is that before they at­
tempt to speak publicly on matters 
pertaining to the Catholic Church, 
some reasonable attempt be made to 
acquire accurate information."

MEMORIAL TO A WORTHY IRISH­
MAN.

By this mail we see that the Gaels 
and Nationalists of the Old Country 
are bestirring themselves for the pur­
pose of raising funds to erect a 
memorial to the late Michael Peer­
ing, of Cork, president (and one of 
the chief founders and supporters) of 
the Gaelic Athletic Association and 
a Nationalist of the finest and most 
sterling stype. Ireland will do its 
part, but as the surplus is to be de­
voted to the noble purpose of as­
sisting a bereaved and estimable sis­
ter, whose mainstay is gone, leaving 
her unprovided for. the committ'V 
hope that Irishmen on this side of 
the Ocean will co-operate with them. 
Donations may be sent to any of the 
Irish American papers, or to Mr. 
Eugene Green, M.P., Cork, Iret 
honorary-treasurer.The guests then proceeded to break 

fast in the recreation room, now


