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Materialist Conception of

LESSON No. 8.

THE first who came nearest to writing history
from the materialistic standpoint was Buckle,
in his “History of Civilization in England.”

Buckle says: “We shall thus be led to ome wvast

question, which indeed lies at the root of the whole

subject, and is simply this: Are the social actions of
men, and therefor of socicties, governed by fixed
laws, or are they the result of either chance or super-
natural interference?” “Fortunatety,” he says, “the
believer in a possible science of history is not called
upon to hold, either the doctrine of predestined
events or that of the freedom of the will, and the
only positions I will expect him to concede are the
following. ‘That when we perform an action, we
perform it in consequence of some motive or mo-
tives, that those motives are the results of some
antecedents, and that therefore, if we were acquaint-
ed with all the laws of their movements, we could
with umerring certainty predict the whole of their
immediate results. This, unless I am mijstaken, is

the view which must be held by every man whose *

mind is nmbiassed by system, and who forms his
opinions according to the evidence exactly before
him. If, for example, I am intimately acquainted
with the character of a persom, I can irequently tell
how he will ' act under given circumstances. Should
I fail in my prediction, I must ascribe my error, not
to the arbitrary and capricious freedom of his will,
nor to any supernatural pre-arrangement, for of nei-
ther of these things have we the slightest proof,
but must be conteent to suppose, eiilrer that I had
been misinformed as to some of the circumstances
in which he was placed, or else that I had not suf-
ficiently studied the ordinary operation of his
mind. If, however, 1 wae capalbe of correct rea-
soning, and if at the sam® time I had complete
knowledge of his disposition and of all the events
of which he was surrounded, T should be able to
foresee the lme of conduct which in consequence of
those events he would adopt.”

Most people unconsciously admit thissto be cor-
rect when criticising the conduct of other people by
saying: ““You would have done likewise under the
same circumstances,” or “put yourself m his place
annd what would you have done?”

When Buckle enters into the problems of ascer-
taining the methods of discovering the laws wupon
which human action is based, he concludes that their
(ais‘ence 18 proven by the regularity of recurrence.
and then turns te statistics to prove their regularity.

He then proceeds to say what those -laws are.
“If we enquire what those physical agents are by
which the human race is most powerfully influenc-
ed; we shall {ind that they may be classed under four
heads, namely, climate, food, soil and the general
aspects of nature, by which last, I mean, thase pre-
sented chiefly to the sight, have, through the med-
idm of that or other senses, directed the associatiomr
of ideas, and hence in different countries have given
unise to different habits of national thought.”

Buckle is the first historian to show that ideas are
not the original motive power in history, but that
thought and ideas are themselves an effect, and not
a primary cause. According to Buckle, they are
the product of natural surroundings. Buckle writes
histofy on the theory that the humaa mind is not
the fre¢ agency it was thought to be, but that it is
directed by extermal forces. So far the modern
sociologists agree with him, but as to what these
forces are they do not agree with him. For, while
it is quite possible to explain upon this theory the
differences between the characteristics, customs, and
mstitutions of different coantries, the theory is and
mast be insufficiemt to explam the changes in one
and the same couatry where natural surroundings
always remain the same. The Marxian theory is,
that the mode and manner of obtaining food, cloth-
ing and shelter or, in other words, the mode of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange, is the directive
fosce in the histety of man and the most powerful
uipleaumauhognnd shaping our social jastitu-
tions.
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graduglly grew to greater weight and importance,
and man is much more actnated by motives of soc-
iety than of nature. At the same time, subsistence
always“remains a matter of prime necessity. While
Buckle failed to see the economic factog; we will
benefit by follewing his theory a little Tonger, as he
explains quite a lot which may be overlooked. 1
pointed out that Buckle tried to discover the laws
of human action by their law of regularity and he
goes on to illustrate the uniformity of the number
of various crimes from year to year, and the amount
of letters ieft in the post dffices of London and Paris
through the forgetfulness of addressing them. An-
other point which interests us is the naumber of mar-
rlages which he says is regulated by the price of
food and wages. He fails to discover the cause of
the umifermty of all the crimes and unaddressed
letters but says, in regard to marriages: “In Eng-
land the experiences of a century have shown, that
marriages instead of having 4ny conmection with
personal feelings, that this ¥mmense social and re
ligious institution is not only swayed,
pletely controlled, by the rate of wages and the
price of food.” “The relation that subsists hetween
the price of fodd and the number of marriages is
not confined to England.
bear out the-same view.”

Buckle also points out that the marriage registrar
returns 1s a sure barometer, indicating very precise-
ly the years of prosperity and depression of a coun-
try's trade and commerce.

but is com-

The returns of France

I think we will agree,
Buckle came pretty near dxscourmg the economic
factor especially dealing with marriages.

When we come to Buckle’s analysis of the influ-
ence of nature’s physical laws, he points the eblects
that climate, food and soil had on primitive man,
and how the variousseivilizations have arisén in the
different parts of the world. He $ays' “Of all the
results Which are produced among people by their
climate, soil and food, the accumulation of wealth,
m many respects is most important. For although
the progress of knowledge accelerates the increase
of wealth, it is neyertheless certain, that in the first
formation of society, the wealth must accumulate
before the knowledge begins.” “As long as every
man is engaged in collecting his own means of sub-
sistence there will be neither leisure gr taste to fol-
low higher pursuits. In a state of society like this,
there is no wealth, agd without wealth, no leisure,
without leisure there can be no knowledge. Thus it
1s that of all the social improvements, the accumula-
uon of wealth must be the first, becaus~ ithout it
there<an be mo leisure for the acquisition of know-
ledge and this depends on the fertility of the soil
and natural environment.”

We Socialists agree with the statemens, but as
Gabriel Deville has said: “Man, like all living be-
ings, is the product of his environment, but while
animals are affected only by the natural environ-
ment, man’s brain, itself a product of the natural
environtment, becomes a cause, a creation, and
makes for man an economic environment, so that
man is acted on by two environments, the natural
environment which has made man, and the economic
environment, /which man bhas made. Now in the
early stages of human development, it is the natural
environment, the fertility of the soil, the abundance
of fish and game which 4is all imporrant, but, with
the progress of civiliation, the natural environment
loses in relative importance and the economic en-
vironment, machinery, factories and improved ap-
pliances, grows in importance until in our day the
economic environment is well nigh all important.
Hence the inadequacy of the Henry George theory,
“which places all its stress on one element of the
natural-envirenment, land, and wholly neglects. the
dominant économic environment. But while' this
cconomic_envirbnment, the dominant factor in hu-
man hife, is the child of the brain of man, man in
its creation has been forced to work within strict
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hmntahon;. He bad to make it ont of the materials

furnished him by ‘the natural enViunmein. and
latex by the naterd. and " the iherited
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Deville goes on to sdy that we do-not feglect the
intellectual factors as we are accused, biit refuse to
waste our revolutionary energy on them wheéa we
see the decisive, dominant factor, the economic
factor.

Loria, the Italian Socialist, says: “Oeographical
sociologists endeavor to explain soclety from the
standpoint of the physical environment.  Racial
peculiarities may perhaps be accounted for on these
grounds,, and there can be no doubt, that only spcial
development is strictly determined by geograp‘ical
factors ,or that the variations of different com-
munities are largely the result of differences in en-
vironmental conditions, but modern society is far
removed in time, and acquired attainments from
purely physical nature, and it is impossible any
longer to refer historical phenomena dlrcc!ly to geo-
graphical antecedents.”

Buckle claims that regular employment and en-
ergy depends on the influence of climate. He
draws attention to people living in a very northern
chmate, not so energetic or regular in habits as
people of a temperate region. The very cold north,
and at some -seasons the deficiency of daylight,ren-
der it imposible for the people to continue their work
out of doors; the people were more prone to de-
sultory habits, with a national character more cap-
ricious, than that possessed by a people living in a
temperate zone, whose climate permits the regular
exercise of their ordinary industry. He says: “It
would be difficult to canceive a greater difference
in government, laws and religion than that of Nor-
way and Sweden on the one hand, and Spain and
Portugal on the other ,but these four countries have
one thing in common. In all of them continued
agriculture is interrupted by the dryness of the sail,
by the heat, while the same effect prevails by the
severity of the cold and shortness of days im the
north. The consequence is, that these four na-
tions, while different in mady respects, are all re-
markable for a certain instability and fickleness of
character, presenting a striking contfast to the more
regular and stable habits which are established in
countries whose climate subjects the working class-
¢s to fewer interruptions and forces on them a more
constant and unremitting employment. ‘These are
the great physical causes by which the production
of wealth is governed. For there is no instance in
history of any country being civilized by its own
efforts unless it possessed one of these conditions
in a very favorable form. ' In Asia. civilization has
always been confined to that vast tract of sorl where
its richness has secured to man that wealth without
which no mtellectual knowledge or progress can
begin.” -

Buckle shows the vast belt of land extends from
egstern China to the westera coast of Asia Minor
and Palestine.
land, whaese people never made any progress, and
who, as long as they remained on this land mever
merged out of their uncivilized state. “How en-
tirely,” he says, “does this depend on the physical
nature of their country from the fact that these
Mongolians and the Tartarian hordes founded the
great monarchies of China, India and Persia gld
bave on all occasions sttained Givilizatioa in nowise

inferior to those possessed by the most flourishing

of ancient kingdoms. The festile plams of nmm

supplied the material wealth aad, there it was, these
barbarous tribes acquired for the fifst time some
degree of refinement and produced a matiomal. fiter-

ature. The Arabs ia their ewn ¢ountry, ewisg to
its physical conditiens, were a rude uncultured pec-
ple, | for, as in all otl;ers, ignorance is the fruit
of great poverty. But im the 7th century they con-
quered Persia, and the best part of Spain, and in the
9th century conquered the Pmpnb.ndm
ncarly ncarly all Imha. 2 They mm mwy
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