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of Christ, the opposition of the w orld to His
authority remains the same. -

Only observe and see if the name of Christ is not
dishonoured. Man may indeed be taught to honour
it ; but it is none the less true that where he finds
his enjoyment, where his will is free, he shuts out
Christ, lest He should come in and spoil his pleas-
ures. If left alone he does not think of Him, he
does not like to be spoken to of the Saviour: he
sees no beauty in Him that he should desire Him.
Man likes to do his own will, and he does not want
the Lord to come and oppose it ; he prefers vanity
and pleasures,

We have the true history of the world and its
practical principles in Cain. He had slain his
brother, and was cast out of the presence of God,
despairing of grace, and refusing to humble him-
self. By the judgment of God he was made a
vagabond on the earth ; but such a condition did
not suit him. He settled down where God had
made him a vagabond, and he called the city after
the name of his son, to perpetuate the greatness
of his family. That his city should be deprived of
all the delights of life would have been unbearable ;
therefore he multiplied riches for his son. Then
another member of the family invented instruments
of music ; another was the instructor of artificers
in brass and iron. The world being cast out from
God, sought to make its position pleasant without
God, to content itself at a distance from Him. By
the coming of Christ, the state of man’s heart was




