regard for the gentler sex is muanifested s ’
he talls in love ; he woos 3 he fails to win.,
Writhing under the agony of disappointed |
or unrequited affection, he begins a down-

ward course and becomes dissolute, and |
his friends abandon him, May be the

story  winds up with the reclamation of

the hero fom his fall, and his ultimate

happy union with the little coquette who

caused his grief.  One is at loss to find

the moval to such a story,  Tn the name [
of every Sunday-school scholarin the land
I protest against this imposition, I they
are to have novels to read ; it we collect
money chiefly through their agency to buy
them literature, and we who have the ro-
spousibility of selecting and putting hooks
iuto their hands 10 vead, choose fiction,
then, in all charity and honesty let it he
fiction that is worth veading. Lot us gt
not the silliest, the cheapest, but the hest,
The least we ean do, then, losing sight of
the soul ultogether, is to cultivate the
mind, and make it conversant with the
higher works of fiction, and bring it into
contact with purestyle, Whence though

the necessity for this? Is there nothing
sound, wholesome, substantial, religions,
that we can give them to study ' Why,
then, not engender and foster at onee a

taste for good subjects?  If it be said that |
the children will naturally seek light and
fictitious works to read, and that it is
better then that we should select and put
into their possession such, of this kind, as
we think are best for them to have, 1
answer:

(1) That this is impossible. It isagreed |
to add one handred volumes to a Sunday- |
school libravy, A committee is appointed |
to make the purchase, Generally  the
committee is composed of young persons,
who know little or nothing about the
stock  in market. They meet and o
through the store, and select from the
shelves, books that make the prettiest ap
pearancs on the shelf, or those that have
the most attractive frontispieces, or in-
terspersed with the handsomest pictures,
May he they have only a catalogue to se-
lect from, and the relinbility of the pub-
lishers is not known-—in any event the
books will not be read before they are
bonght,  If examined, they cannot be

scauned, so that the design and neaning |

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

67

of the books are matters of ignorance to

I'the committee : and each Sunday the

Chureh is giving out, with her endorse-
ment, to the children, te rough the Sunday-
school, books that it really knows nothing
about,

(2) T answer, that if it was possible to
make always the best selection of works
of fiction for our Sunday-schools, that it
is not advisable nor expedient that we
should do so.  Should the Church pro-
care this kind of literature just because
the chiidren naturally seek it?  That is
to 81y, we shonld teach them to do wron: ;
gratify their depraved appetites and de-
sivey because they natwally incline that
way.  Should we not rather counteract

| this taste, and cultivate a love for the

teath 1 We were always tanght that this
was the design of the gospel and the mis-
sion of the Church, The Spirit of God
wars against the natural inclinations and
tendencies of the soul of man, It is just
here that the ervor has been commitied
against which we write. By whom are
these books written ! This is very hard
Lo answer in many cases, for they are
anonymous.  Some may be written by in-
lidels for all we know. They are written

| for money, and the anthors care but little

wiat they do, or do not aceowplish, just
50 they can sdl them.

The time is not far distant when there
will bo a great vevolution in regard to
this matte We must have altogether a

| diffsrent class of Sunday-school books, It

may not be out of place to state what we
would consider a proper catalogue of
books for the Sunday-school.  We would
favor a sevies of hyoks on Bible biography,
another on Bible history, another on Bible
doctrines, written in a plain and attrac-
tive style. There is nothing in romance

as the stories of the Bible,

and it were infinitely better that one hun-

{ dred such volumes should be read, than

that a thousand such as we have, should
be.  Another long and interesting series
could be written on Christian biography-—
on those who have been eminent in piety
in the church. and have justly merited a
record of their lives and works. Then
there is the fiold of natural science, na-
tural history, and astronomy, giving every
opportunity to show the gosdness and




