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b The Anntal Report of Births, Mar-
:l“.:t"‘ riages and Deaths in England would he

regarded as far from interesting read-
ing by the average man. But the present Registrar-
General for the beautiful isle of the sea has not cnly
stucceeded in making his book valuable to those in-
terested in hife insurance; but some of his tables, no-
tably the following, are full of information for every
thoughtful man :—
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In the study of these caleulations of the death rates
for certain successive periods of life, we are confront.
ed with the tendency of any quiet pursuit, occupation,
or trade to prolong life.  Dr. Southey credited
with saying, “live as long as you may, the first twen-
ty vears are the longest hali of your lfe.” They cer-
tainly appear so when one is at school,—when look-
ing backward they seem to have been so, and they
cccupy more space in our memory than all the sue-
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ceeding years.  But this table prepared by a rolihle
British statistician indicates (hat the “shortest )"
of one's life may also be prolonged by the exero .o
judicious care in the choice of occupation.  The
costermonger in Punch who remarked to his ) 4
a be-gaitered, well-fed cleric passed along, 117
Bill, for a nice, clean, casy, genteel sort of a job ke
me a bishop,” may have been lacking in revercy ¢ for

the cloth and certainly under-estimated the vk
the clergy ; but Dr. Tatham's table, publishc jiere
with, illustrates better than mere words that a ey
ed mind is the greatest blessing a man can o JOY 11
the present world, and many great thinkers ey
there never was any system to compare with €l atian.
ity for producing in the mind of man this virge
contentment.  There can be little question that piery
produces contentment and thereby prolongs lic.

Further study of the table serves to show that, iy
the next choice of occupation, the man who desires

to be referred to in the papers as “one of our oldes
inhabitants™ should decline to be a leadworker, o 0
engage in the manufacture of iron and steel, ¢y osing
rather the peaceful occupation of a plasterer or white.
washer. We admit that a prolonged stay on carth
n such monotonous employment may be distasef!
to the healthy man of the period.  To such an one,
this table from a British Blue Book would recommen|
as next in order for longevity the profession f the
sculptor who, during life (if not at his death), makes
faces and busts.  However, nothing we can <1y wil
diminish the usefulness of Dr. Tatham's table jor
purposes of comparison by those engaged in tl great
business of insurance.

D
Captain Marryat and modern writers of
sea stories have informed those who are
given to singing, with much commiera.
tion for the exposure of the sailor to hurricane and
tempest, the hymn with a storm-like accompamment
and a last line to cach verse asking protection

“ For those in peril on the sca.”
that Jack, when at sea, is also given to regarding
with pity poor folks ashore exposed in a gale of win

Some Hidden
Perils.

to the dangers of falling chimney pots. Dt he
sympathetic sailor, excited by the distresscs of the
landsmen, will have his feelings of compassion and
sympathy stirred still further when he learns of the

unscen dangers, the hidden perils of the landlubber
now that he has electricity, alow and aloft. to conten
with when it breaks loose,

Late English papers record a frightful cxplosion
at Oldham, on the night of the 1ith inst.  Ap the
scene of the accident beneath the pavement was an
electric wire main, into which gas had escaped. When

the street lamps, clectrically highted, were ot nguish-
ed, a terrific explosion occurred.  The pavement was
torn up for a distance stated at 150 feet, and scveral

persons were thrown into the roadway and <criouss
mjured.  The accumulation of gas becoming fused,
15 assigned as the cause of this accident. | wever,
we can find no comfort in knowing the cause of any
calamity which might leave very little of a
zen except a memory and his” insurance pol
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