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Ministers and Churches.

Our Toronto Letter.

During the mecting of the Synod of Toronto
and Kingston st week Toronto has been full of
ministers and their elders.  In many  instan,
clerical garb was conspicuous by its absence, the
minister preferring to appear inan ordinary
business suit. This has its disadvantages, and
itis doubtful if they are counterbalanced,  Rev-
o for the ministerial calling is fast passing,
but is following in the wake of reverence for
the vimister. A distinet garb and bearing in
keeping  helped 1o preserve the outward respect
due 1o these who were considered as in a special
sense the called of the Lord. The minister now
takes his place among other professional men, as
one of them, and makes his own reputation.  He
cortainly should not be excused because he is a
minister, but the fact that he is a minister should
give him a standing other than that of a merely
professional man.

The meetings of the Synod were well attended.
At least halt as many more  than usual were
present, but mine out of every ten were ministers,
The reason is not far to seek . The time of yvear
15 one of the busiest, and then there is usnally so
little real business that the elder whose time is
worth anything does not care to waste it. Were
the meetings held in the autumn there would be
a better attendance both of ministers and elders,
and there would be i better spirit characterizing
all its sessions

The meetings this yeor were not uneventtul,
A break occurred durimg the fiest atternoon that
shewed, b tter than words could do, what esti-
mate the Synod places upon its time and the
business down on its docket.  The Secretary of
the Ontario Lord s Day Alliance, who had not
even corresponded with the Clerk of the Synod,
nor that a place be given him at any of the
sederunts, came in during the morning session,
asked tor and obtained a hearing.  During the
course of his remarks he suggested that a depu-
tation from the Synod should approach  the
Government and ask for a more rigorous enforce-
ment of the Taw with respect to the maintenanc e
of the Sabbath,  “Why should we not all go
said some one, and they decided then and there
that they should all go. The docket was knock
ed into smithereens, and the members trooped
to the Legislative halls for the atternoon, The
Synod evidemly does not take its own work
scriously.

The Preshytery of Toronto held a busy session
during the mecting of the Synod.  During the
noon adjournment the me nbers met and received
and sustained a call from Weston to the Rev, R,
M. Hamilton, B. A, The stipend promised is
$800 and a manse.  Mr. Hamilton arccepted the
call, and the Presbytery will meet on Thursday,
the joth inst., for his induction.  The induction
sermon will he preached by the Rev. W, G,
Biack of Maple, the charge to the minister will
be delivered by the Rev. Dr. Parsons and that
1o the people by the Rev. 8. Carruthers.

Intimation was received that the Rev, Alex.
Esler has accepted the call of Cooke's Church

congregation, and the Presbytery will meet on
the evening of June 1ith for his induction.  The
induction sermon will be given by Rev. A, B,

Winchester, the charge to the mnister will be
deliyered by the venerable Dr. Gregy, once
minister in this church, and the address to the
people will be given by the Rev, Dr. Millig

At an evening sederunt the Presbytery sus-
tained still another call.  In doing so a record
was established that we do not think can be
beaten. Mr. E. L. Pidgeon appeared before the
Presbytery of Montreal for preliminary trials for
license.  That Presbytery applied to the Synod
of Mont and Ottawa for leave to take him on
probationay trials,  The application was granted
on Tuesday evening by the Synod sitting in
Montreal.  Mr. Pidgeon was then transferr,
by telegraph 1o Toronto, where the Synod of
won oin | King ton was in session. Toronto
esbytery reconed  the transterence, and its
nining committee met with Mr, Pidgeon and
ard his  probationary  trials, At the noon
Synod the I‘n shytery of Toronto

committee, ~us| ined the i
upon licensed Mre, Pidgeon with faur other
ndidites, Tmmediately a member of Presby-
departed for a town some twenty miles
distant, held a congregational mecting, moder
ated na cdl o Me, Pidgeon, had the ¢
signed, and well sigoned, returned to Toronto
post haste, met the Proshytery «t an adjourned
meeting after the evening sedervat, presented
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the call which was sustained, put into \lr.
Pidgeon's hands  and ‘\n‘plnl by him
Preshytery agreed to meet Markh;

28th inst., tor his ordination and |m||u tion to that
pastoral - charg; There isn't much red tape
about that piece of business, and yet the
of what there is isn't frayed.

The other candidates for lic
on Wednesday last were Messes, T
Ph. D., Hugh Munro, D. K. McKe roll
McArthar,  Mr. J. J. Hastie \\.n transferred to
the Saugeen Presbytery, Mr. W. A, Bremner
Kingston Presbytery, Mr. R. | Pritchard to
Paris Presbytery, and Mr. F. C. Harper to
Barrie Presbytery.

Northern Ontario.

Improvements are about to be made to Tem-
ple Hill church, Rocklyn, for which tenders have
been called,

and Hill congregzation, under  the  pastoral
care of Rev. Jas. Matheson, shows signs of pros-
perity, their church property being now reported
free of debt,

sCentral” is the new  name  given to Knox
church, Caledon.  Another  Knox church  near
by made the change desirable and Presbytery
acquiesced.

Grand Valley congregation is making  ready
to build a new church on a new site, and  per-
mission has been given by Preshytery to sl the
old church property.

Aspire is to be built on the  Feversham
church which,  says a local o spondent,
Swill, ne doubt, add very much to - the appe:

ance of our beautiful little church,’

Mr. W, C. Melntyre, a 3oung student of
Queen's University, preached in Finchon - a
recent Sunday evening.  He is a good speaker
and delivered an excellent sermon.

The Christian Endeavor Society of Chalmers
Church, Flesherton, have clected Miss Hattie
Sullivan president to fill the vacancy caused by
the removal of Mr. H. Stewart, to Kintore,

Rev. J. RoMcLeod, of Three Rivers, Que.,
occupied the pulpit of St. John's Church, Al
monte, two weeks ago.  Last Sunday Rev. Mr.
MeNical, of Avlmer, Que., preached in the same
church,

At the last meeting of Orangeville Presbytery
Revs, Buchanan, Anderson, Cockburn, Ore and
MeKay, ministers, and D, McPherson,  elder,
were appointed Commissioners to General - As-
sembly,

The promised Gaelic sermon, by the Rev, Dr,
Watson, of Beaverton, in Orillia Presbyterian
church, says the Packet, is looked  for ward to
with much interest by the many in this district
who still speak that Tanguage

The members of Saugeen Lodge, 1O,
Markdale, accompanied by bretheren
Flesherton and Holland Centre attended Cooke's
church in a body on Sabbath the 5thinst, when
the pastor Rev. John Hunter preached the an-
sermon from Ps. 133

At the regular communion recently  held in
Cooke's church, Markdale, eighteen new  mem-
bers were received, eight by certificate and ten
on profession of faith,  The finances of the con-
gregation are reported in - a prosperons condi-
tion ; all of which must be gratifying to the in-
defatigable minister of the congregatiou,

Portsmouth, lett $12,000
tood he w have
en's College, but as
to I||~ death no

Rev. Godfrey Shore,
1o his wife. It was und
bequeathed $3,000 1o O
his will was made only  prior
such bequest was made.  Rather than have
trouble Mrs, Shore offered  Queen's $3,000, in-
terest on which should be paid her untl - doath,
It was declined.

Mes. (Rev,) W. MeKenzie,
is visiting her many triends in
came from Montreal, where she was present o
see her youngest son, Mr. Bert. MeKenzie, ro-
ive his degree of Bo See He ds o now a tull-
fledged mining  engineer. While in Montreal

. McKenzie had the pleasare of meeting her
eldest son, Reve W. P MeKenzie, of Boston,
who also came over to see his youngest brother
hooded.

At public service in Chalmers Chuarch,
Fishertown, on Sabbath the sthinst, the pastor,
Rev, Lo WL Thom, referved feelingly 1o the be-
reavement which had betdien his predecessor,
Rev. John Wells, of Hollund, Man., in the death
of his only and beloved  daughter,  Miss Alice,
who bad’ passed wway (aged 26) on the Frid:
previous ¢ and nlso paid o tonching tribute to the

was to

of London, Ont,,
Almonte,  She

memory of the deceased, who had been a gen-
eral tavorite in the congreg tion. At the (s
of the service a special meeting ot session was
hld when a resolution of condolence was adip
ed, extending the session s sincere sympathy o
Mr. and Mes. Wells in their season of deep
SOrrow,
The
I lecture in

Packet says ¢ “The Rev. Dr,
Orillia Presbyterian
the auspices of the  Preshyterian Bijl
Class on Friday evening, dealt with 1 hree
Johns =John  Calvin,  John Knox, and  John
Wesley. 'I'Iu' lecture nullun'nl the carcers of
these thr t leaders of religious  thought
and pointe d out that the churches  which  they
had founded retained, in all cssentials, the chag

teristios with which they had endowed them

They represented opposite schools of  thoug i,
the first two Calvinism, the  third - Arminianisi
under one or other of which all the Protestin
churches might be classified.  Inconcluding I

nt urged the young to emulate these greo
men in their thirst for knowledge, and 1o spond
their time in gaining it rather than in frivoloos
nusement.  Dr. Braton  ably  presided ol
a cordial vote of thanks was passed 1o Rev,
Grant,

Grant's
Church

Western Ontario.

Robert
of Souris,

Rev.
hynne,
Blucevale.

The translation of Reve Mro Wallace, Port

Dalhousie, 1o Tilsonbs has been refused by

the Hamilton Presbyte
Mr. James Anthony
has accepted a call to W

Thynne and  Miss Barbara
Manitobi, are visiting at

Ve

graduate of Queen s
terdown, waere he has

already done excellent work as a student, His
induction takes place on 28th inst,
The following members of  Chalmers  church,

elph, recently clected to the  eldership han
ceepted @ Messes, DD, Christiey Jobn David
son, Peter Dunbar, Geo. Fyfe and Geo. Holin-
wood, and their ordination and induction takes

ing.
People at Madawaska codtributed $450 towand
the erection of an Anglican church i Toronio

churches gave $2005 and Mr. ). R, Booth, of
this City gave a free site and will supply the
stone and haul the material gratuitously. M.
Booth is a member of St Andrew’s Chareh s but
his liberal giving is not contined within denon
ational limits,

The Rev. Ho M. Scott of  Zion church,  Hull,
conducted the morning service last Sabbath
Bethany church.  He spoke on the centary fund,
and said that $75,000 was still required to mak.
up the $600,000 tor the carrying on the advan
ed work of the church, A special effort was
ding made, he stated, to rase the necessan
nount within the next two weeks.
MacNab Street Church,  Hamilton,
double  anniversary last - Sabbath —the
seventh ot the organization of the congre
nd the 2gth of the induction of Rev. D, el
er as pastors Special services were held o
commemorate the double event, Reve A B
Winchester, of Knox Charch, Toronto, preaching
at both services, and music of a high ordor
being sung by the choir, assisted by Mr. Frod
Jenkins, of Cleveland, Mrs, MeArthur and others,
The pulpit was beautifully decked with flower
At both services the congregations were large.
Rev. Dr. Fletcher, the pastor, was present, and
took part in the services.  Ineidental 1o his
sermon, remarks the Times, Rev. Mr. Wo
chester, speaking of the anniversary, said it wis
likely that among those present there were
morg than could be counted on the fingers of
one hand who were at the organization 47 years
ago. (As a matter of fact there was but one.
The only other one living, as far as known,
Mrs. Jo Do Macdonald, was not able 1o ke
present,

held
forty
tion

gree of DD on Rev.

F. Fotherimgham, M. .\., of St John, N B

Pine Hill College has honoured itself R]]

Fotheringham is a distinguished  graduate of
Toronto University and Knox College § has don
ex cllent work for the Church in connnction wi ly
her Sabhath Sehool pablications 3 has had a long
and fruitful pastorate 5 and will i every way
worthily wear his new honoies. And Do Fother

ngham's many friends throughout the Chur h
offer him heariy coagratalations.

Tu conferring the Deg

- -on
Burrie Presby ery meets at Rarrie on the 28th
inst,




