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fow tulH,s fastened ..^..tlaT, h.kJ yof ,n,ttl,on,atical conrndemtions
.•irunoc...s,saryHndasuientitic tnu.iing in l.rid-o l.uildin.' an-lus
struts, t.os, l.mcoH, trian.^los, j„ints. otc, .to., n.nst l.o „n.lors't.,Mci
111 .m on-.nconn- sonso, .„• also tlu, cl.iin.s am not bo drafted Or
t/iko a inoiisu trnp. Nu simpler oNaniplo cnid l.o named Tiu-
meclmnism ..r construetiun, involves, f„r its explanation, a hiuh
de-roe of mechanical knowlcd^^ro. f,„.it will not l.e sulliciont simply
to sot forth the exact construction, l.ut to describe in a claim 1 he
gist of the n,ve.;tion in -enoric terms and then in a speciMc direc-
tion, so as to cover not only the exact mechanical construction
but also, when the novelty is of a high enough degree, a general
construction that will include and protect several varieties without
the necessity of too many patents. Sometimes, an invention has
such a wide STope and there are so many meritorious ways of carry-
ing It out ,n practice, that the attorney must in one patent be able
to incorporate a set of broad claims to include them all, a .sot of
specihc claims to cover ..no variety, this being as much as is i.er-
imtted M, one patent by law, and then the other patent may protect
the respective si-ecitic devices when their imj.ortance isof sutlicicnt
practical value and legal necessity to warrant further patents -this
.p.ost.on being left until the allowance of the broad claims is cer-
tain. Qualitications of attorneys for such purposes often come
mto play, and involve e.Kact knowledge, .f mechanical, .scientitic and
literary ability to a much greater extent even in the case of .simple
oevices, than would be pos.se.ssed by the too numerous incompetent
solicitors. The more expert the .solicitor both in technical and
patent matters, the more the inventor will gain in the way of pro-
tection by a patent, while if expert only in patent law or .mly in
technical knowledge the patent will only be the means of donatin.^
the invention to the public."

°

We also beg to quote the following from the Com-
missioner's Annual Report (1S93)

:

"PATENT BAR."

"The vast j.ublic and private interests involved in the ju.st admin-
istration of the patent .sy.stem, .lemand th.at (he praetiti<,uois before
the Office, like those before the Federal Courts, shall be only those


