
APPENDIX No. i

REPORT ON PUBLIC ARCHIVES.

(DOUGLAS BRYmNErt, ARCIUVIST

SiR,-I have the honour to prosent the Annual Report respecting the ]EListorical
Àrchives under my charge. The catalogue at the end of this Report will show theaddtions that have been made to the collection during the year.

Through the courtesy of the Governments of Ontario and Quebec, collections of
the publie documents of those Provinces, since Confederation, have boeu placed in the
4ePository. The Right Honourable Sir George lessel, Master of the Rolls and Keeper
Of the Record f England, bas made a very valuable gift of the Reports of the
Ilif3torical Man8us()eripts Commission, whose labours were referred to in my last
Iteport, beaide 4 8 43 v s), of th a Dep Lity Keeper qf
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8to al M nuscripts (Volumes 3 and 4) are out of P]rt eent n to 0 tain a po to complete the sot. Every
au 18 ý n made to secure as com f lete sots ýs rossibliheroina pari s o t a story the British North American Provincas anda d ff ùds 0 the 8 orv he

çolf the ID) inion of Canada.
Of thelfaldimand and Bouquet collections, which. have been copied in the British-lKuseurn, 144 volumes.ofthe former and 17 volumes of the latter have been received.W!th.-the,-ý,e-xCeption of those which have only lately beau, sont, the volumes havebeau, dal6ndgr-k. The -C&lendar of one of those relating, to the nagotiations withVermont and of a volume.of correspondenee rOlating to affairs in Detroit and expedi-tions firom thence into the western country, &o., are printed at the end of this Report,to show the system adopted (,See Note A). The last volume bas been selected owingto the interest taken in the avants referred to in it, as evinced by the frequent inquiriesruade by investigators respecting thora. Instructions have been sent to have copie$ruade of other papers in the Museum, the work on which is now *n progress.The work of indexing has -been continued steadily duringl the year, so as tozlakG the papers as useful as possible to investigators.
1 would respectfully bag to direct attention to the question of en*largad acoforthe Axchives r0oms. In order to make the PaPers there easily acce8sillbýé, it is116cessary that thora should be room to arrange systematically tbe varions documents,1114miscript or printed, according to Provinces, subjects and perîods, be,3ides divisionsbeinz set apart for those of a general nature, bE4 * more or less directly on theilDtWests, of the Dominion or the Provinces, suerhlngs, to mention two instances,

'r'ornmercial and vital statistice. At present there is rio "sibility of making.4nY other than tOmPOrarY arrangements« there can be no permanent method of
eli$aifying on the sholves and arranging t'ho catalogue ý no way by which, without:Guble or hesitation, a work or, paper can be given out for refèrence in the absence
of the Archivist. The most bas been, and will bc, made of the accommodation
1)'ovided but there bas net beau, and stilt less is there now, any room for satisfactory

gainent. This is a point to which I feel that attention 8hould be directed. It
PrObably impossible, in the prescut crowded state of the Departments, to find aýedy for this state of things in the buildings as they now are, but befbre long, it

ik""'Iden4 some remedy must be f0and for the generai complaint; and the growin
PO"An,3e of this branch will, it is to be hoped, lead te auch arrangements as shil
'OnS1016ut for many years.


