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Seos. 1619 JUSTIFICATION 13
Justification or Ercuse.

16. Comyon Law Ruwe ix Forcr.—All rules and prin-
ciples of the common law which render any circumstances a
Justification or excuse for any Act, or a defence to any

charge, shall remain i force and be applicable to any defenee
to & charge under this Act except in so far as they are hereby

6V, e 29,41

altered or gare inconsistent herewith. 5

Defence of being drank comes under this section.  Warsh
Loader, 11 W. R. T84

17. CuntoreN UNDER SEVEX.—No person shall be con-

victed of an offence by reason of any act or omission of such

person when under the age of seven years
8 Y
No proof ean be admitted of the capacity of an infant under

FOVEN years to mit & erime. K. v, Owen, Wa Lead, Cas

e 1T, 40C. &P

18, CHILDREN BETWEEN SEves axp Toimrees No per-

son shall be convicted of an offence by e of an act or

omission of such person when of the age of seven but under
the age of fourteen years, unless he was competent to know
the nature and consequences of his conduet, and to appreciate

MV, e 29 8 10

that 1t was wrong

Such an infant is presumed to be incapable to commit any erime
until the contrary is proy and such a proof must be clear and be
yond all doubt. 2 Blacks 23

This refers to mental ability to distinguish right from wrong,
not to physical ability to commit crime K. v. Hartlen (180, 2
Can. C, C, 12, 30 N. 8, R. 317

A boy under fourteen oannot be convieted of perjury without
proof that he knew he was doing wrong: K. v. Carvery, 11 Can, O
oo

A boy under fourteen cannot, in law, commit a rape; section
208 nor the offence of carnally knowing a givl under fourts under
section 301, K. v. Waite, | ISO2), 2 . B, 0, nor, any of th
whe roal connection with woman is a necessary ingredient
the Pt to commit rape or any of the above men

v, Kldershaw & 1

3 C 4
Groombridge, 7 P B.v. Philips. 8 C, & P, T8
dan. O C. & P, 11K8; R, v, Brimilow, 2 Moo, 122, 1 Russ
e, 1 Iwen

A person of the age of fourteen and upwards is presy
ecapmeity to commit any ne until the contrary is prove wee
Owen, Warb, Lead. Cas fed 17; R v, Vamplew, 3 F. & F. 520

sl 1o have

19. IxsaxiTy.—No person <hall he convieted of an offence
by reason of an act done or omitted by him when labouring




