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Ju*tifixation ur Kjrcute.

16. Common Law Him in Fomu -All rul«- ami prin­
cipal of the common law which retailor any cireuinstsnccs a 
justification ur exeunt- for any Act, or a defence lu any 
charge, shall remain in force and In* applicable to any defence 
to a charge under this Act except in no far an they are hereby 
altered or are inconsistent herewith, fio-fiti \ . VV, s. 7.

Itefeuce of being «trunk comes under this set-lion. l/«r«/« v.
Load". 11 W It 784.

17. Vâiiumi \ i niu ii Skvkn.—Xo person shall In- con­
victed of an offence by reason of any act ur omission of such 
person when under tin- age of seven years. 55-51» V., c. 29,

No proof «-nn In- mini il list of the <-a pacify of nn infnnt u inter 
seven year* !«» i-mniuil n crime. It. Owrn, Warh. |n*ad. i n*, -ml 
e«l 17, 4 V A IV 238.

18. ('HlLDttEN BKTWKtN Si A I N \M» Tiiihtihs.— No per­
son shall Im- vonvhted «if an offence hv reason of an net or 
omission of such person when of the age of seven but under 
the age of fourteen years, unless he was competent to know 
the nature and const‘«pienees of his conduct, and to appreciate 
that it was wrong. 55-51» V., c. 29, s. In.

Such nn in fini» i« pmmntctl to lx- im-npiitili- lo commit any «-rum- 
until ih«- «untrnry is (Jroved. nml -u«-li n proof mum In- clear Mini be­
yond nil doubt. 2 Week* 23.

Tbl* refer» to mental ability to distinguish right from wrong, 
not to phyxical ability to commit crime. It. v. Ilartlcn « IWis i. 2 
Can. <*. r. 12, :w x. s it :ii7.

A Ini>- under fourteen '«ininii In* couvicted of perjury without 
proof i lint lie knew In- wax doing wrong: It. v. I'arrtrv. II t'an. < '. 
f. 331.

A boy under fourteen cannot, in law. commit a rape; eectioo
208 ; nor the olTem-c of « a rua II v knowing n girl uiuh-r fount.... . under
•«•«•tion 301. It. v. M’fli/#. 118021. 2 It. «K*i, nor. nny «if tin- offence*
wh«-n- carnal conm-ethin with a woman lx a neccxsarv ingredient of
tin- off«-n«-c. or any attcinpl to cinnmit rap»» or any of tin- a bow .......
tinned offence* : «-oinpan- It. \. fV/«/«r*A#itr, 3 1 ’. \ I’. ,‘tOO : It. v.
f/r«,«»»ikriiy.. 7 I*. A I*. 3K2 It \. 1‘h.ln l \ A |\ 7?W : It. x J»t
dan 9C. A I* 118. It. v. Itrimiluw. 2 M«m. 122. 1 Ituss s // T 
i //«»». i I mi :t»;i

A iiemon of tin- age of fourteen and upward* is presumed to lmv«- 
capacity to commit any «-rime until tin- contrary i* proved: *## It. x 
Otrrn. Wart». I,ea«l. f’a*. 2nd <tl. 17 : It. v. Vamplrtr. 3 I' & F. 0211.

19. Insanity.— Xo person shall h«-convicted of an <>fT»-nee 
hv reason of nn net done or omitted hv him when lalsuiring


