
;;S Central BrU'ush Columhta

ThiN i^timntc *)ow8 a total of 118,202,780,000 board foot. A ^-onaenutive figure

in m.iid im !i«'r^, would bci ouo . un-'red million of thousuud board feet, including

much if llie bt«t wood of tho wor'j A'ot only is the present value to be cunsiderei

;
I lie future possibilities niii b^ rei'konod with. Hy a pr..piT privftioii i.f Wiist

. .m adi-<|uiite tire protection coupled with a policy of selective cuttiag an(

.• h.restaliiMi this source of supply -should iirnvo iiicxhnustihle and ix-nnaneiit.

N'aturally the lumbering industrj- has assumed great proportions in those dis

;.i,;r.. Then are two principal centres or belts where this industrj- ha^ centred

1. si' are t)ie coast regions, of which Pri-ice Rupert is tho centre, and the uppe

,,i.ley of the Fraser river, from Prince George eastward aiong the (irand Trun

L'acitiv railway as far as McBride. On tho coast are found large and most modernly

ciiuippcd sawmills Logs are cut and hauled out of the hush on epecially constructe

railways, rafted together and pulled by powerful tugs to the mills, where they ar

cut itito tlio required dimensions at ma-^-elloiis rates of speed. These regions, o

.locount of tho numerou.s i-iilets and channels, make tho wood most accessible, am

the shipping facilities by land and sea to tho widely-scattered markets of the worl

are of tho best.

The interior mills are not so largo, neverthcli^s their capacity ranges froi

i.'5,(llK> to lUO.OOO feet per day. Some 18 milk arc located in thir belt and it i

expected this number will shortly be iucnased to 2.'.. The .lUtpiit fur V.HS wii

nearly 30 miJlion board feet. Tbis was nearly all shipped east to the prairies.

Two huge pulp-mills operate on the coast, namely, the Pacifi'c Mills Limited a

Ocean Falls, and the Whalm Pulp and Paper Mills at Swanson Bay. The Ocea

Falk plant represents an investment of over ten million dollars a':id is a siilendi

example of a modern plant. Some 850 to 900 hands are employed, including man

returned soldiers. News, wrapping and craft papers are m.aTiufactured, the dail

output being about 225 tons. A modern " compaiiy " town gives ample housin

accommodation to the employees. At Swanson Bay a .-ulpluite plant turns out abm

30 tons of pulp daily. A sawmill is also run in connection with it. Special train

eimilar to its famous "fish trains," have becji inaugurated by the Grand Trun

Pacific railway for the conveyance of pulp and paper from these mills to caster

markets.

Aln.ost unlimittd quantities uf pulpwood are available in thceo districts. Man

other localities both on the coast and in the interior contain vast quantities of wooi

suitable for the manufacture of pulp and paper and the expansion of this industi

may be expected. The total amount of pulpwood available i:i the whole province hi

been estimated at 225 million cords.

Many small local and portable mills are scattered all through the central be!

Outside the commercial lumbering areas there is a supply of wood sufficient to mei

tho requirements of the settlers and farmers for a long time. Wood for fuel a-r,

femcing is plentiful, while the ever-increasinsr mining industry finds a ready supp^

for timbering purposes. The noble fore.sts of Central British Columbia are a soun

of never-failing admiration and an asset of i-ne^timable value.


