
CHAPTER li.

Old Mothpr Hcrubhard was h'jriin»down the HiRnfleid dnv«-. That » .is not
her real name—nxTnly a nick-name coin-
ed in the mint of schoolboy Jocosity. Her
real name was Alary liiown. Out that
did not coimt. The hoys of HiKhtleldHouse recogn'Zert h.r as Mother Scrub-
hard.
Th«y were familiar with a round-about

hack view of the dame, mm all fours, striv-mK liy .soap anil scruir to put a decent-
aspcit upon lliiors and passaRcs .soiled
by their prolane teet.
She was the wife of Punch.v HrowuWliosc name lias tisured beloic tiow iiithe annals ot the House. Kviry Hinh-

Held boy remembers the puncli-like lacewith lis small, black lenet eves di'iiol-
iiit; keen reiisii |mi uriviin; a' hard bar-
K-'tn ovei nuts ami ;»|,pi, s and kimlre.i
coiumodilies.
His wile u.seil to alleiiii at HiKhhel.i

Hou.se on Fridays and Satiirdavs r,,i
eleanin.it and .scrul.binB. She mi'irht heseen weekly .„ either o, .Hose da.v-s hui-i>ihK oft hum,, alter dinn.'r. in her aii-
tiMuated black mushroom hat and <lrah

he^ee '["'>'"^, " '>'i«kel that looke.lheavy.
1 would nol insinuate a shadeol suspicion aKainst her honesty; but we

b.)ys were often curious to know whatthai basket .ontained. To this dav Iwon.ler II Dr. l'oivl,..ster ,„ iiis.sisterever shared .,ur curiositv

m;"^",.^'.'!"",
"" ''•''"'*'' '"'S'" "•'^- IKK'miiel.v ihe lawlnl peioms.i,.s „| |,er voca-tion .soap. .s.ruhoinK; i.i usn. naniiels. andsuch |.;.e. liut .ui one ncesiun ceriainlythere was prool positive oi other con-

tents.
It happen, d when a few mischievousmembers ot our communitv wei,. larkiiiK

toKeiher, as (h | ,1am,. ^ame out ofUie kit.h.n ya,.'. bound on her hom,-w.iKi .-luise. 1.) ^,,111.. misciiaiice. acci-
dentally brousht about on purpos,. or
othervMs,. Ill, basket was ,n>-.. i 'ami.som.. Ol us com. Ills SOI aiii-oail I herewa.s a lair-sized iiiiii, ,i,.ai. and a
'uink .11 .-hei-s... an. I ,i smash „( ,.!{irs andtwo or three candl.s.

"*"
'

We asked her it she had been to mat
ket. and .she ,^ot angry. Sli.. said sliWas only tak.iif,' liome the remains ol
lier dinn.-r sh,- lia.lni an app, tiif and
couldn't rinisli all Ih.- c..,,U ^av,. Iier Very
pn.babl,. And n.i d.c.ilu the candie'were tll.,ll.l;h||ullv pi.. v.,,,.,| l"' til, cn.^k
lb cas. a Lift sh.oiUi overtake ii.T .in tli.'"ay, sii- alw.iys u..,k tli.. short .ut
Uii.iuKh tlic vv.toils. ,ind there were pit-
tails and swai,ip.\- plai-.^s. wlii.li w.iiil.l
n. .'.1 .-.irclul .iiscrimination if a foe
suild.nly cam.. ..n. Her son Thoma.^ was
the doctor's f.iotman at that time.
Mother Scnibhard lived in a cottaee

a l.inK way past the farm which had a
haunt, d liain if y.m w.'nt bv the r.iad
Ihe h.Mis.- ..pp.is'te that farm had a lik.-
evil repute. It was said that coftins were
hciird beingr dr.iKK.d about the passages
at niRht. It seems stran^.^ that tYif
neighborhood of Peepwells nev. r provid-
ed material l'..r that interesting book,

;The Haunted Homes of England." For
if half the legends that We lK>ys u.sed
to revel over were true, they migiit hav»
furnished copy for an extra chapter all
to themselves.
On that artern.).)n. Mother S.iiibaard

with h.r basket was makiiiu' tor the
sh.iit .'Ut thidii.uh th.- pill. « ..,.1 She
bustled ailing with purpose in h.r st.'ps.
for it was S.itiirday. an.l ther.' w.i a dealof w.-.k-.iiil cleaniig t.. be d.in. r her
...ttage.
N..W Ihe tw.. s.M-^ulls h.id lak.n the

.i.-i'asi.in f,,r .i promenade in th,- wo.id.
an.l n.v. r until tli.it aft.rn.)m l.ad Mo-
th, r .scfubliar.l s.-t ey.^s on ih.an. Thepond did iKit c.ime within !• r b.-at or
'allK'.. .,1 v,ew when she p.ii.l li,.r p,-ri-
."lic.il Msits to th.. House.
As sh.- pursu.d h.r w.iy among the fr.t-

bids. |..-aily-m,.y, wa.i.lluii; i,.-!,,,-,. („,,.
al.iii:; ill., path. H.-r knowleds.. of biidsWis n,,t .-.xt. iisive: she kn.'w a duck froma K....S... an.l ., turk.y (,:„» a p.acock.and she had practical aciiuaintance withthe c-.iiiunon barn-door poultry
Hut th.r.'. in front ..f li.f. wre a cou-ple .11 bir.ls n.ith.r ,t,i,k n.)r soose nor

.'iny ordin.iry f,,wl. They could only bepiM'.ins sh.- ri,..iiK-lit and yet th -y Were
ililTei.nt. All she had it: They must
''^;. X""' th..s.. .lutlaii.lisii po;,.,:,,;which tlie farm.rs had down occasi.,nall
toi tli..ir shootintf. She n.iticed the dro.>p
•>l wings as the birds shuffl.'d along in

things ha,
I

be. n woun.Ied at the shVK)t-

'w.rce"",''T*""
''• «-^'-li.we.A nra.'e i,i pig,.,,Ms wmilil make

pie. • I'uncliev " ish
him "Urown": we b ,ys n. v.o- knew if

pi;;. I'.n-p!.''''
" " "•'""' "would relish a

Moth.r Srrubhard Ih-k.-d her lips at
" though!, and (luii-k.-n.-d li.r

a 111,-,-

.lomctimes called

tl

, ,, 1^
(iet,.rm, nation to bag. or rath-

>t b.iski-t. tlie brace, if po.ssible. Shecame n.Mivr to running tlr.u she hadever ,.,,111,. 1,1 ,1,,. |.|j;t fo,-tv v.irs
I h.' birds t.iok alarm, .iml scurried

them. S., th..y left the p.iUi. and
s^ am ,1..,| away to roiig'i.r «...UMd, in-
t.-i.sert.d by ti>.n.-h..s on-..; na v dug fordraining p,irp.,s..si. win, .,'.1,. ,-l„i, , .,w'
t ir..wn in an.l brambly thi.k.ts here and
,""'"', 'I'" <l-'ini... noilrn.g ilaiinud. f..!-
! v.'.l ov.r ill., iliff ,.,iit
.-.Milil not i-li.ar th.

c.>iir-:e. She
.

ir.nches at a boun.l
,.^" ""' '" elimb down int,.i them anil

''""'' •""• Hii. till- gulls had I., .lo the
Sim... It w.is a .(ueer .sort of an ob-
""'"''' ''"'". 'ihil 111.. .,1,1 ,1am.- had the
w.ii.-it .,! ,t. I.,,- 1,,.,. j,,j„is w.-r.. stiff and
iH-r br.Mtli grew wli.-.-zy ami h.-r limbs
*^

V,'.',''-^' ,'^^'i'h 'lie unaccustomed exertion
I lie birds might hav.- , s.-.ip.-d if th. vhad k.pt up th.-s,- tactics. IJut. poor

t.iings, th.-y. t.,o, f..|t the sturm and
s i-.'ss .,f th.- rac... Tho.se helpl,.,ss crlp-
pl.-.i wings had to b.- dragged along lik.'so mil.-!, u.s,I.-ss luir,b,.r. and the soimd
w-ihgs, ioing d.>ubl.- ,Uity. taxed their
str.-ngtii with gtievoiis ..xhatistion.

.\t last th.-y l.r..ught up. dead-beat, at
th.- bottom .if .1 treni-li in a hollow of


