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THE STORY OF RENFREW.

volumes of 14 years each, with six years
of current minutes yet in loose pamphlets,
In addition to the indexing of each
separate volume I have also prepared one
general index of all the transactions of
the thirty-four years from 1869, Accom-
panying each entry therein is noted the
volume of printed minutes and its page
wherein the details of the item will be
found. This index I have made the
repository of much historical matter not
strictly relating to the minutes but hav-
ing association with the past of our Coun-
ty. making the book in its condensed
form a mine from which the future
historian of the County of Renfrew may
secure some valuable nuggets. Its cur-

rent value for purposes of ready reference
to the past has already been fully proven.
It has beer v undertaking, requir-

ing. to make it accurate and rel

heav

vhle,
great care and research. It has been
however a lnbor of love, and 1 take pride
inits completion to date (with space for
the business of the future) and point to
it as entirely unique and original.

Let us look then at a few matters of
record which tell us somewhat of our
County’s development.

Firstly. as to material wealth. In 1369
the equalized valuation of the assessment

1

S01.2388

rolls for County purposes showed a tots
of 1663486,  In 1W2 it was £5
n increase of 84132752, or

which shows g
the
and this notwithstanding that in 1888 all
live stock, and in 158 all other j
irist. and  the
produce of his farm have been exempt

astounding advance of 348 per cent.,

rsonal

property of the agric

from assessment.

Secondiy, as to taxation for County pur
poses. On the f16684586, total valuation
in 1869, the county rate was ten mills on

the doliar, or a gross levy of 16661, On

on in 1902 the

o

238, total valua

the 85,501,

county rate was but three mills on the

gross levyof 1739, A\ re

taxation of seven mills on the

‘tion «

with the additional advantage to

riculturist of all his personal pro

perty exempt from taxatio

ir 1869 a man  assessed at 850
0, while in 1902

In the ye

paid a County rate of §

he pavs but 1,50,

1o 1= of taxation for

. proporti

tv purposes borne by urban munici

palities was 22 per cent. and in 1902, W
per cent
In the same vears the proportion bhorne

by suburban municipalities was respec-
tively 78 por cent. and

0 per cent.

Towns and villages have therefore
borne an increased taxation of = per cent.
while the Townships have their burthen
lessened in like proportion.

Thirdly,as to the cost of the County
Couneil under the new regime of County
Council Divisions, as compared with the
old when every Reeve and Depuly Reeve
was a County Councillor. The new sys-
tem has been in operation for six years.
I therefore, for the sake of comparison.
take the last six yvears under the old,
when we had a Council of 33 members
while now only 14

Working Working
Year Days  Cost Year Days  Cost
1591 1897 14
1802 1898 10
1=03 1= 10
1=94 100 O
1505 1901 11
1506 1902 11

66 days. 6o

To which
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ed the cost
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SUS500

LGOS 00

per annum under the new

innum under the new
per cent.

Fourthly, as to the amo

done and the time taken to do it
Vol T of the printed minntes covers the
period 186952 or 4 wvears, and contains

1.OS§ pages, ave ng per annuam g

‘
95 or 11 years, 1.226

pages. Vol. I1, Isx

pag er annum ST 49 pages,

s, averaging |
Carrent Vol. say 18071901 (1902 left out

because 1

s, 488 pagres,

i completed) 5

averaging per annum 97 3

hus we see that the printed record of

the business transacted exhibits 10 pages
of work more under the new system (4

members) than was done under the old

from IS (average 25 members) and

twenty pages more than IS60.52 (say 20

" hers): while under the new system

it was done 0 in shorter time by sever

a avs,




