'eakmg, however ‘we
e ‘methods usually em-
_1at1ng, oppressmg, de-

h1ch are. w1de1y held and imposed
their countmes The majority of
1entlsts in Canada work for the
overnment and you can imagine
how a cwll servant can be intimi-
v the employer. ‘A govern-
ment scientist’s travel to scientific
nferences -could be ‘stopped on
imsy. grounds, fundmg to his pro-

* jects could be cut, his locked drawers

uld be broken into at night to har-

-ass him and when under these condi-
... tins- he  cannot .perform well, his
“work could be labelled “unsatisfacto-

ry” and he is then ready to be re-
leased from employment “legally”

" under the Public Service Employ-
. ment Act due'to incompetence.

Tii closing, let me say that I am
not against the new morality in for-

-eign policy as: it applies to human
_ rights-and which Douglas Roche ad-

vocates. What I am suggesting is
that until we clean our own house

. we are as hypocritical as the U.S.A.

(see “President Carter and human

»”rlghts ‘the contradiction of the
e Amencan pohcy” by Louis Baltha-
- .zar ~in the same issue of
R Internatwnal Perspectwes) Miss
:‘MacDonald’s suggestwn in her UN

4 'I;:t'ematw’:ial, Perspectives January/February 1980

: ;ernment If the Comm1ssm finds -
the complamt adn11551ble and it can-"
’ ,not be’ am1cab1y resolved, the case
_ may go to the European Court ofHu- -
man Rights whlch can issue a judg- -
“‘ment bmdmg on the defendent gov-.
ernment ER .

GR Salm ~ s
Frederlcton New Brunswu:k

Boat people "

Sir,

plight of the “Vietnamese boat peo-
ple”. The images of drowning, over-
crowding and despair- are horren-
dous. We must indeed be concerned,
lest we abrogate our sensibilities,
our morality. -

Let us cry, and let us help. But
let us not be hypocritical in our ea-
gerness to assign blame. The desper-
ate poverty that:fueled some of the
exodus is our fault more than it is
Hanoi’s. Devastation of the agricul-
tural potential that fed the "Viet
Cong” was a deliberate policy of war.
Vietnamese provinces famed for
their ‘agricultural exports had their
soil and vegetation destroyed by her-

bicides manufactured in the U.S..

and Canada. The land will remain
dead for years to come. Leaves will
not grow, seed will not sprout. ‘
We might also take greater note
of the fact that most of the refugees
belong to Vietnam’s Chinese minori-
ty. It is a minority which refused to
be -integrated, which manipulated

‘tration camps. The Japanese
o their; 'civilvvr'ights,, 'their' homes, th-‘

: hospitality ;of utrl_:lvdse} - Who - espo
 faced instead with overcrowded

1979 saw an outpouring of ..
righteous indignation = over the:

. Shlp convement — perrmt then" -

ersv.‘ E ._
Under smular cn'cumstan
during the: S,econd,World War,
U.S. and Canada put their Japa
citizens and. residents into.con

their cause. That they have

pect of hypocnsy in our attitu
We: demand that Vletnam R J

haps China, since we: ﬁnd hef frieg

to accept the fruits of our labour
trumpet the numbers that we ad
not the fact that these nu_rhber
count for but a fraction of the p
lem. Not only does it account fo
a fraction of the “Vietnamese”
lem; it is even more infinites
when contrasted with the far 1 ¢
problem of the world’s refugee p e
lation, the forgotten millions of
ca, the Middle East, South Ame
South Asia . -and . elsewher
Our concern must not be
ened. But perhaps our postu
should de

’’’’’’

CG Jacobsen, .
Wolfville, Nova Scotia




