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And one thing is sure—the more people of 
goodwill of all nations get behind the League, 
the sooner shall we realize the prophetic 
vision of Tennyson :

TUI the war drum throbs no longer 
And the battle flags are furled, 
in the parliament of man,
The federation of the world.

On motion of Hon, Mr. Murdook, the 
debate was adjourned.

tory of legislation on the subject treated, but 
of the details of the particular 
under consideration, and on the part of each 
member of the committee ability to under
stand the viewpoint of various interests 
affected and to weigh all the representations 
advanced. While the burden of guiding 
Government legislation continues to rest upon 
the single member of the Government, in this 
Chamber, it is not possible to increase 
greatly the volume of government 
introduced here.

In the debate to which I have referred the 
Senate considered the wisdom of enabling 
ministers from the other House to enter this 
C hamber in order to conduct their legislation' 
and of securing a similar and complementary 
concession from the Hou.se of Commons.

He said Honourable members this is the l/h ? recfel'ed considerable support from 

motion of which I gave not” e last Thursday i ,°f "it H°USe‘ 1 venturpd ex
it is the culmination of efforts made bv this h ^ ‘t 'It", Ihat no groat danger was to House over a period of several decades to it apprehended from such procedure, and that
Obfi. f,„„ the other H=u" ,T£, o, It teTl did
complementary legislation, or such an altera rT ? \ th unlversal favour in this
tion of the rules as would more evenly divide wLe tht “"'Tany cvent h seemed
the labour and responsibilities of legislation mm ' V'0 sho"ltJ proreed step by step,
between the two Chambers. , W lere we feIt sllrest of our position,

This House has suffered more than it W taklng care that we made no mistake in
merited by reason of t e Tact that in he CnZ * rf Ormalong Une.
Senate, much more than in the Consequently, what emerged with universal
Chamber, the work is done in ..tber RUPP°rt' namely, that portion of the proposal
Th, d,^ ” düvs":, Sri •stw*, «-sc» ™ -«.ss
committees give to Donderimy , D Privrate bills presented to the
threshing out not on,/the ZaiT but th ulZZ °i CaMda' was upon
substance of legislation, is wholly out of prï Idvaace ° groundwork f°r an

‘‘St :^LPUwMch8iVeS , Jh°^ thp Proportion of private legis- 

should not particularly lament. I do nTt lation is not°”Pare^ Government legis-
teow that it really makes much difference the *‘Z™™*?' e'Dg’ 1 believe- about
The important thing to us all is to me now as n was twenty or thirty
what we feel are worth-while results regard In‘the/nl’ ^ is a continuous expansion
ess of whether our work attracts the a!ten ôf th/ T "T-? bi,ls’ with «« growth

tion of the public or not. , , the country- and if this Chamber
However, we recognize that the work of thc !i°S to conduct the initiation __

two houses is different in character The "Iea8UrPS lt ,wi11 take upon itself
practice has grown up-in fact it haï existed cLTT responsibilit.V which will 
from the very beginning—of initiating ïhf wTu u-y lncrease lts 
preponderance of legislation in the other with îthw ZZ in Vi,e 1 held conferences 
Chamber In the speech that I made on this the /uumembers °f the Administration
subject when the inquiry of the honourable which’t * b6mg that on the same day upon
senator from Russell (Hon. Mr. Murphy) was Tav if;!/ If here the P™e Minister 
under review, I expressed the opinion that LnH 1“, the other Chamber of an
with only one member of the Government in ■ ™ “dment of the rules of that House look-
the Senate it would not be possible to in 8 f° th® attamment of the end to which 
crease to any great extent the" proportÏn of ^ bee° give“-
info SisnCh,tlaKed h6re- A bil1 introduced ' Sha" 
commiTt ChTtmb?r must be guided through 
committee. It* long and arduous
necessitates on the part of the 
it a thorough command 

Hon. Mr. MICHBNBR.

ameasure eight days before the meeting of Parliament, 
if it is intended that the bill shall originate 
in the Senate, a copy of such bill in the English 
or French language, with a sum sufficient to 
pay for the translation of the same by the 
officers of the Senate, and the printing of six 
hundred copies in English and two hundred in 
French. The applicant shall also pay the Clerk 
of the Sertat'

mind the action that is being sought in the 
other Chamber. The rule of the other Cham
ber which it is sought to alter is Standing 
Oder 93. It reads as follows:

Any person desiring to obtain any private 
bill shall deposit with the Clerk of the House 
not later than the first day of each session, a 
copy of such Bill in the English or French 
language, with 
translating and printing the same; the trans
lation to he done by the officers of the House, 
and the printing by the Department of Public 
Printing—
I ask honourable members to note that what 
follows is to be struck out by an amendment 
proposed.
—and if such bill is not deposited by the time 
above specified, the applicant shall, in addition 
to the charges for printing and translation, pay 
the sum of five dollars for each and every day 
which intervenes between the first day of the 
meeting of the House and the date of the 
tiling of the Bill ; but such additional charge 
shall not exceed in the aggregate in any one 

the sum of one hundred dollars.
This latter portion, which will be stricken 

out if the motion in the other House is 
accepted, had the effect of enabling the intro
duction of legislation into that House upon 
the payment of a penalty. Furthermore, the 
tax of $200 which is imposed by the succeed
ing part of the same rule for the introduction 
of a Bill in the other Chamber is to be in
creased to $500, while the tax in this Chamber 
remains the same.

1
sufficient to pay forThis is the rule which it isand so forth, 

proposed to amend by deleting the words 
“ eight days before the meeting of Parlia
ment.-’

mmvery 
measuresINITIATION OF PRIVATE BILLS

AMENDMENT OF RULE
Right Hon. ARTHUR MEIGHEN 

move :
frm/A/f'u 114 be amfnd«l by deleting there- 
trom the following words which appear in lines
of“parliament!’ ‘ ^ dayS ***>« thf> meeting

rose to The omission of these words, as proposed 
by the amendment, would appear to have the 
effect of permitting the introduction of a 
private bill into this House at any time. 
Honourable members might apprehend that 
inconvenience would result from the opening 
wide of the door for the whole session ; but 
1 draw attention to rule 110, which says:

No petition for any private bill is received 
by the Senate after the first three weeks of 
each session ; nor may any private bill be 
presented to the Senate after the first four 
weeks of each session ; nor may any report 
of any Standing or Special Committee upon a 
private bill he received after the first six, 
weeks of each session.
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Clearly, under this rule, the Senate has 
effective control over the time during which 
private bills may be presented. Indeed hon
ourable members may even consider the 
control to rigid. I am advised, however—and 
such has been my experience over a brief 
period—that notwithstanding the rigid terms 
of rule 110 we have virtually never, on a 
proper case being made out, refused a private 
bill the right of admittance to this House. 
The Senate, on the recommendation of the 
Committee on Standing Orders, grants an ex
tension of time, particularly when long 
adjournment inconveniences those intending 
to bring in private bills. The Committee on 
Standing Orders has very seldom refused to 
extend the time for the introduction of such 
legislation into the Senate. All that I desire 
to emphasize is the fact that under the pro
posed amendment the introduction of private 
bills into this House is facilitated by the 
sweeping away of the restriction which re
quires them to be introduced eight days 
before the meeting of Parliament. Thus an 
invitation is extended to those who desire 
private legislation to submit their case to 
this House; and only such control is reserved 

be necessary to prevent the abuse of

$851!

M
h.
mThe main feature of the alteration now pro

posed to be made by concurrent action in the 
other House is, of course, the increase in the 
fee; and I think honourable members will 
concede that the increase is so substantial 
that it will be to the interest of those who 
have private legislation to advance to have 
it introduced here, 
the main feature of this proprsal, the other 
features also are important, because in the 

of the Senate the door is more widely

While this increase is
under- 

of all private a§
a measure 

very
'

MSiS
case
opened, and in the case of the House of 
Commons it is more narrowly closed.

:Hon. Mr. LYNOH-STAUNTON : Is there 
definition of a private bill?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN : Every bill 
is a private bill that is not a government bill.

Hon. Mr. LYNCH-STAUNTON : Is a bill 
introduced by a member of this Chamber 
always a private bill?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: No. I do 
not know that I should attempt the exacting 
task of definition without more adequate 
preparation. A bill which relates to the general 
public interest or affects a general public

Vi-any

yi ipresent motiïn "refers,heanIdlemtakeWdeÎr Ïts

journey JtZsT Th<i rU'e’ Which is N°- mas may 
the open door.

In order to see that the effect of this amend
ment shall be what is desired, namely the 
transference of the initiation of private bills 
to this Chamber, it is necessary to bear in

reads
person guiding 

not only of the his- I
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