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the standpoint of pncﬂu! politlcl. & concession
of n6 smajl moment. A promise was, however,
made, and was incorporated as a plank in the |
Conservative phi!m-m ten ‘years ago, and that
promise - would have been fulfilled had not the. |
question: assumed & different and more compli- |
cated form. When the matter came to be dis- |
cussed -among repreuontatives of the Dominion
and Provincial Governments, the western dele-
gates asked, mot only for the transfer of the
remaining lands, but' also for ‘compensation ',
for all the resources alienated during the long |
period of Federal administration." The cost of
this administration had been borne, not by the
provinces directly : concerned, which were in
process of development, but, chiefly, at all

. events, by the older provinces, and these older
provinces promptly put in a claim for con-
sideration. The situation thus created was one
which called for some reflection, involving, as it
did, a new proposition and a formidable claim
upon the treasury. ]

“The present Government made an early ef-
fort to re-open negotiations with the western
provinces, and, in the case of Manitoba, a ten-
tative basis of settlemént was reached: Mani-
toba asks for the transfer of such resources as
remain vested inthe Crown and for compensa-
tion for all Jands, etc,, alienated by the Domin-
ion, allowancesg being. mdp for the cost of ad-
ministration’ and for ‘the sannual subsidies

by the Dominion in lieu of lands. The

¢ ml of Alberta and &skndmwan are sub-
{milar and :do not appear to be

' by ﬁlq }lct t these pro-

it is understood in the
of -¢ompensation has

been alienatéd are just
as much and justu ruly & part of the provin-
cial wealth as if they Had been disposed of by
the provinces. They have not been taken away,
and their development hs contributed direetly
and in large measure th the prosperity of the
provinces: The claim fdr compensation appears
to be.founded upon '.% assuniption that the |
proceedst frapi- the alignation of natural re-
sources; including 1ands, have been devoted: to
the gemeral purposes of the Dominion. -

* If the principle of compensation is admlttad. i
the uetﬂmunt#‘lneomes one of bookkeeping, the
tabulation of contra accounts snd the discovery
'ofabﬁancemnone de or the other, The
provinees assume that: such balance will be |

largely in ‘their favor and they may be right,

“but if ‘fall allowance is £o be made for the cost

of administration, a cost wﬂl cover prac-.

tically the | ‘whole of the ¢ ’h h!ﬂleDcpsrt-
& ‘ﬂwﬁﬁd ]
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