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own natural resources. The Dominion, hav _ 
always controlled these resources, notably the

because the provinces lacked the means and the 
organisation necessary to the business of ad- 
ministration, Including immigration, and be- j 
cause the passing of this control meant, from 
the standpoint of practical politics, a concession 
of no sma|l moment A propiise was, however, 
made, and was incorporated as a plank in the 
Conservative platform ten years ago, and that , 
promise would have been fulfilled had not the : 
question assumed a different and more compli- ; 
cated form. When the matter came to be .dis
cussed among representatives of the Dominion 
and Provincial Governments, the western dele
gates asked, not only for the transfer of the 
remaining lands, but also for compensation 
for all the resources alienated during the long 
period of Federal administration. The cost of 
this administration had been borne, not by the 
provinces directly concerned, which were in 
process of development, but, chiefly, at all 
events, by the older provinces, and thqse older 
provinces promptly put in a claim for con
sideration. The situation thus created was one 
which called for some reflection, involving, as it 
did, a new proposition and a formidable claim 
upon the treasury.

The present Government made an early ef
fort to re-open negotiations with the western 
provinces, and, in the case of Manitoba, a ten
tative basis of settlement was reached; Mani
toba asks for the transfer of such resources as 
remain vested in the 
tien for all lands, etc., 
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