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Excalibur

Approach avoids specifics

Students denounce poli-sci theory

By BOB ROTH

Fifty students converged on a
meeting of the Canadian Political
Science Association at York, July
5, to denounce the methodology of
contemporary behavioural politi-
cal science.

Members of the York, Glendon
College, Toronto and McMaster
Student Movements distracted an
audience of 200 political scientists
listening to guest speaker David
Easton, when they marched into
the Vanier College dining hall
carrying balloons, flowers and
signs denouncing systems analysis
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theory.

Easton’s systems analysis theo-
ry centres around the examination
of a political system by learning
how it functions and how it han-
dles various external and internal
stresses.

A leaflet distributed by the stu-
dents charged that Easton’s theo-
retical approach to political sci-
ence ‘‘reduces politics to an ab-
stract system of inputs and out-
puts’ and refuses to talk about
specifics such as U.S. imperialism
and the oppressive nature of capi-
talism.

-Easton’s “‘quest for a scientific
politics reflects the need among
American bourgeois political sci-
entists for high-level rationaliza-
tions of their work,’’ the leaflet
said.

“Classical liberalism no longer
suffices as a defence of capital-
ism. In the age of state monopoly
capitalism, new centres of power
and new manifestations of power
(ie, imperialism) require justifi-
cation.”

Easton defended his approach
as ‘‘not reactionary’’ and ‘‘not
counter-revolutionary.’’ Follow-
ing his speech he debated with the
students, who had remained quiet
throughout his talk.

University of Toronto graduate

student Andy Wernick, told Eas-
ton that his method of analysis had
‘'no concept of totality.”

By isolating social problems

and examining them separately,
Easton’s theory ‘‘rules out analy-
sis which relates these together,”
Wernick said.

Wernick also denounced ‘‘the
general professional mentality” of
behaviouralists. The belief ‘‘that
somehow social scientists are neu-
tral’’ is used to defend ‘“‘their own
lack of commitment,’’ he said.

A professor argued that the
people who make use of the infor-
mation compiled by political sci-
entists are not the people interest-
ee in solving social problems but
rather the people in power who use
that information to control and
manipulate people.

Easton, a Canadian who has
studied and taught for the most
part in the United States, has re-
turned to Queen’s University in
Kingston, Ont. for a salary of over
$52,000.
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into putting out York’'s campus-
wide weekly student newspa- .
per. Next issue we jump to our
% 24-page base.
: i  We need reporters — lots; a
& couple of photographers — pre-
terably with their own 35 mm ‘
} cameras and with some experi- ‘
V

ence in a darkroom; a body or
three to handle the sports side
at York; people to write in the .
culture /arts pages.

Freshmen especially are wel-
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Until we move to our new of-
fice in the Central Square, you'll .
find us in the basement of Stea-
cie Science Library (where all ‘
the books aren’t). There are ‘
signs pointing to the office ‘
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downstairs at each library en-
trance.
See you today at 2 p.m.
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The York University Bookstore

(in the Central Square)

encourages:

people, things, love, books, browsing.

charge accounts available for everything but love.




