This young company, under the um-
brella of Theatre UNB, entered the
scene in the fall of 1991. It was cre-
ated by students from the English
2140 drama course, in an attempt
to continue their onstage involve-
ments. Their first offering You Can't
Take It With You appeared in the
spring of 1992. Following this ac-
claimed production the membership
of Stage Left, with the exception of
one, completed their course of stud-
ies and departed UNB. Through
mutual connections in theatre Nova
Lea Thorne, the remaining member,
and Paula Dawson joined forces in
the fall of 1992.

The decision of Dawson and
Throne to participate in Theatre
UNB’s “A Night of Coarse Acting”
resulted in an open call for auditions
which supplied a strong and tal-
ented membership base for the new
Stage Left. Since the play All’s Well
That Ends As You Like It, there have
been four more successful produc-
tions: The Anniversary (Jan. 1993),
Orpheus (April 1993), Discontinu-
ous (Oct. 1993), and UNB'’s first
fringe festival At Play (Oct. 1993).
With the new academic term Stage
Left is preparing to present offer-
ing number six, One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest is Dale Wasserman’s stage
adaptation of Ken Kesey's novel of
tne same name. The play follows
Randle P. McMurphy, the newest
admittance to a psychiatric hospi-
tal. He brings with him a set of por-
nographic playing cards and a gam-
bler's angle to transform the stifling
and repressive atmosphere of the
hospital with his own, unique
therapy. He clashes with the clini-
cal head nurse, Miss Ratched: a full-

bosomed witch hiding behind the
precepts and theories of the “Thera-
peutic Community.” McMurphy,
while draining his fellow inmates of
their personal finances, teaches
them that basketball games and
drunken parties can do more for the
human spirit than support groups.
The flock of patients on the ward,
each with their own brand of neuro-
sis, must come to grips with this
new “maniac” and admit to their
own sanity.

While audiences are familiar
with the work of the players onstage
the players offstage are often little
recognized. In addition to the tal-
ented cast performing One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nestis an equally
talented production crew. So here
is a brief introduction to some
of the key people involved
backstage, their experiences,
roles and thoughts on Cuck-
00’s Nest.

“Theatre is a compulsive
thing.”

- The Director - Paula
Dawson

When not honing her con-
siderable skills as a dancing
cocktail waitress and singing
chicken, this Fourth Year Po-
litical Science student spends
the majority of her time avoid-
ing her thesis to concentrate on her
fine arts minor in theatre. Involved
in theatre as an actress, playwright
and director since high school,
Paula has previously directed The
Anniversary and All's Well That
Ends As You Like It for Stage Left,
as well as taking on acting roles in
A Couple of White Chicks Sitting
Around Talking for Theatre
Fredericton; Orpheus, The Bear, and
The Real Inspector Hound for Thea-
tre UNB, and most recently
“Crossroads” in Stage Left's
recent At Play Theatre Festi-
val.

“This is the strongest cast
I've ever worked with; an All-
Star line-up of people."

-The Producer, Nova Lea
Thorne

Double cast in the role of
producer and full-bosomed
shrew, the ever busy Ms.
Thorne is already gearing up

to produce her next show, the
Gilbert & Sullivan Society produc-
tion of Jesus Christ Superstar tak-
ing place this April. A Fourth Year
business student with a minor in
Theatre Studies, Nova Lea has the
distinction of being the only found-
ing member of Stage Left still ex-
tant; she has been involved in Stage
Left production in the group’s three
year history, as actor, producer, and
stage manager. She has worked as
an actor for Theatre New Bruns-
wick's Summer Stage, Stage man-
aged Theatre Fredericton’s

Cinderella Meets the Phantom of
Fredericton Christmas Pantomime,
and acted in productions of Three
Penny Opera, The Crucible, The
Cherry Orchard, and most recently

Arsenic and Old Lace.

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest js the most ambitious produc-
tion I've been involved in and if it
works out (It Will) | may try and take
a bit of credit (if Paula lets me).”

-The Stage Manager, Eric Hill

Caring nothing for money, sleep,
or health, Eric Hill has assumed the
mantle of stage manger yet again,
making this the fifth time he has
gone against his better judgement;
previous lapses of common sense
include The Bear/Serf’'s Dumb
Show, All’s Well That Ends As You
Like It, The Anniversary, and
Orpheus. He also wrote and directed
“Crossroads” in the recent At Play
Festival. Eric is currently in the tenth
year of his M.A. in English and Crea-
tive Writing; he has been swearing
that his thesis is “almost finished”
for the past five.

“It’'s a good excuse to buy a
strait jacket.”

-The Tech Guru, Devin Jain

Thank God for Devin; somebody
has to figure out how all this stuff
works. Devin is a Fourth Year Elec-
trical Engineering Student who has
been moonlighting as a Theatre
Technician for the past eight. He has
been a Stage Technician and Mas-
ter Electrician for Theatre New
Brunswick, Assistant Technical Di-
rector for Ste. Anne Community Cen-
tre, and Head Electrician for the Sun-
shine Theatre. He has been a Stage
Manager for TNB's Young Company,
and the technical director/Head
Carpenter for Stage Left's produc-
tions of The Anniversary, Orpheus,
and Discontinuous.

Stage Left is a student union
organization which is open to all
students and produces both origi-
nal and published works. Anyone
who has an interest in being in-
volved with Stage Left, whether it
be as part of the cast onstage or
as part of the crew offstage, should
contact either Paula Dawson at 457-
3840 or Nova Lea Thorne at 457-
1934.

by Jma \Pank

Photos of the Stars:
Sitting atop this
column is Stage Left
member Eric Hill. Cen-
tre page are Mike
Fralic, Jon Jurmain,
Matthew Tierney,
Heather Brander,
Michael Ingram and
Bill McKibbon. The
drama that is Jon
Jurmain, far left.

7:00 am  Phone call from the techwical Airector to the
Airector to suggest nevyest Ae.;ign cﬁﬂnge in the set, this time
to recommend that the tvindsivs must open out instead of in,

"in order to preserve the 'aesthetic functionnﬁtg’ of the set."

wheelchnirs and varions other sundry /ws;aitat .su;v;atie.s.

Somehory Devin will vbtain these At np cost to the company.

Find other prop items such as pormographic playing cards,

television set, folAing chairs, tables, board games, basketball,
evema 6Ag, proger shoes...

7:02 am  irector hangs np and Aits the

snopze putton.

J:30pm wsupper. Yhayse.

11:00am  Set construction for the Any

ﬁegin.s, incfw(ing cntting, ﬁammering,

7:00-10:00pm Rehearsal. Schednle
teventy minutes and three Avllars in
screwving, gluing, Aetaching, attaching, change to call absentees and (atecomers.
printing, cursing, smoking and then cut-
ting again. Keep in mind the whole set

must he Ae.signed, puilt, ;mintep{, con-

Run a teys minnte scene 11 times to get
the timing "in.st rigﬁt.” Break. Run
scene five more times wvith (atecomers.
Drink (ots of coffee, try to remember
your lines, try not to bumy into the furni-

structed on the stage and then painted
again. The lighting must be Aesigned, the

tig/tt.s Aimed i the correct spots, the sound ture and kee;u the emotion nyp t/mmg/» the

effects taped and programmed intp the com- next 11 takes of a scene. Bring a book.

puter, microphones set np on stage and...
7:30am  Phone call from technical Airvector to

12:00pm Airector to say he tyas wrong avout the tvindoiys.

wlnnch. Yhayse.

1:00-3:00pm Flunting for props. Cnckoo's Ylest
presents particularly interesting prop obhstacles: straitjackets,

7:33Am

Stleep. VNayse.

Even more photos! Near
left this page, Paula Dawson
and Eric Hill emote. Bottom
left, cast members Michael
Brooks, Rodger Wilkie,
Melissa Clark, Devin Jain
and Jason Meldrum. Directly
below are cast members
Matthew Tierney, Rodger
Wilkie, Heather Brander and
Michael Ingram.

Cast

In Order of Appearance

Mike Fralic

Don Forestall

Dan Herman
IRUFSE REIENOMI. . (. Bisriiiiesheg s vttt tad Nova Lea Thorne
Nurse Flinn Melinda Arseneau
Dale Harding Matthew F. Tierney
Billy Bibbit Scott Tibbo
Scanlon Michael Brooks
Cheswick Michael Ingram
Martini Jason Meldrum
Ruckley Rodger Wilkie
Fredericks Derek Winchester
Sefelt Clark Graves
Randle P. McMurphy Jonathon Jurmain
Dr. Spivey Melissa B. Clark
Aide Turkle Bill McKibbon
BTy R R L A I e e L SR v Rebecca Emlaw
Technician Tina Buott
Sandra Pat Rogers

Curtam 8 pm
WMemorial Hall
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