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Tickets Available At All BASS Outlets
(Charge by Phone 488-4826)
For more information phone 432-4764
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Busciad by WICRAEL CURTR

8:00 pm. - Casablanca - 1942 USA, 102 min. Dir:
Michael Curtiz Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid
Bergman, Claude Rains, Peter Lorre, Sydney
Greenstreet, Conrad Veidt, Paul Henreid. General.

“HRVE YOU BEEN GROSSED OUT BY
RMERICR'S *1 COMEDY HIT?”

MONTY PYTHONS

e MIEANING of
A Unviersal

iRES

© 1983 Unnarsas Oy Stuses. ine

8:00 pm. - Monty Python’s The Meaning Of Life -
1983 Great Britain, 103 min. Dir: Terry Jones Cast:
Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric
\dle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin. R.

SOPHIE’S CHOICE

8:00 pm. - Sophie’s Choice - 1983 USA, 157 min. Dir:
Alan J. Pakula Cast: Meryl Streep, Kevin Kline and
Z Keith Barish. R.

CINEMA ADMISSION Regular Admission: $3.50/$2.50 with U of A ID
SUB Theatre is located on the 2nd floor of the Students’ Union Building
For more information call 432-4764.

User fees and rising costs

ﬁy Peter Bagnall
Reprinted from the Meliorist
Alberta hospitals minister

Dave Russell announced March 28
this year that active treatment
hospitals in the province will be
permitted to charge user fees
effective Oct. 1; the Tory govern-
ment later changed the date of
implementation to Jan. 1.

These charges vary from a
maximum $10 admission, $10
emergency and out-patient, and
up to $20 per day for the duration
of a patient’s stay in hospital (in
addition to any charges for private
or semi-private accommodation).

The government approved a
maximum charge per year of $300
per family and $150 per individual.

The government approved a
maximum charge per year of $300
per family and $150 per individual.

The government also an-

' nounced exemptions dependent

on age, illness or taxable income.
Exemptiogs include all individuals
and their‘dependents who meet
taxable income criteria for a
health care premium subsidy, who
are on premium waivers or who
are eligible under other legislation
(wards of the Crown, inmates in
provincial correctional facilities,
etc.).

Also exempt are children
under six years; persons requiring
organ transplants- and organ
donors; those on renal dialysis or
receiving treatmént for disorders
such as cancer, polio, muscular
dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, and
cerebral palsy; and involuntary
patients being treated for com-
municable diseases or psychiatric
disorders.

These are the major points of
the plan. Appeals will be con-
sidered by an appeal group
organized by the hospital or by the
department if it:cannot be resolv-
ed between the patient and the
hospital.

‘The provincial government
justifies the user fees system as a
way of preventing abuses of the
hospital system, and as a new
source of revenues for hospitals
suffering from rising costs.

Costs in the Canadian system
have doubled the increase in the
consumer price index over the
past 11 years — currently, they
account for $2.2 billion or 23
percent of the provincial budget.

Universality is not the cause of
rising costs (Canada’s system costs
7.8 percent of the gross national
product while the American user-

pay, non-universal system con-
sumer 9.8 per cent of the GNP).

The main causes of rising costs
are major wage increases for
hospital employees, increased
intensity of medical care, more
expensive technologies, rising
administration costs and greater
capital spending by the province
($360 million in 1983) as a portion
of the cost. :

The federal government’s
biggest concern over user fees is
that they run counter to the basic
principles of medicare.

Federal health and welfare
minister Monique Begin said
patients have already paid for
health services through general
taxation, and in some provinces,
health care premiums as well.
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under which it can' provide
transfer payments to the provinces
for health insurance programs.

To be accountable for these
transfer payments the federal
government wants to combine
reasonable minimum standards
with a fully understood process to
ensure these  standards are
respected.

Federal proposals consist of
two parts: first, definition of the
four basic conditions of medicare
— universality, accessibility, com-
prehensiveness, and transferabili-
ty; and second, mechanisms to
ensure standards are being main-
tained and disputes settled fairly
and reasonably.

The whole question of user
fees is sure to bring about changes
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Graphic, The McGill Daily

The government said that
user fees are a regressive tax on
the poor. No matter how
“reasonable” the amount, user
fees tax the sick; extra charges of
any kind affect families when they
are least able to pay or cope with
the additional worry of paying
medical bills, says the federal
government.

Various studies have shown
extra charges deter only the poor,
the elderly and the sick — the
“high-risk”’ groups, not the more
affluent. Those who can least
afford medical care are least likely
to seek it, according to the studies.

Begin said user fees and other
charges will lead to a two-tiered
health care system in Canada —
one for those who can afford it
and one for those who cannot.

The federal government

wants the new Canada Health Act

to clarify and define conditions

CUBED, CRUSHED
50 Ib. and 25 |b.
PARTY ICE BAGS

e PLASTIC FLEX| GLASS 7 oz. liquor glasses;
case of 1,000 - $25.95.

ePlastic wine, beer and liquor glasses
ePlates, napkins, table covers, etc.

eBeer and wine ice tubs for rent

eFree delivery on large and small orders
e|ce sculptures, large, medium, and small
eLiquor Dispensers Rental

eLiquor and beer tickets

e Plastic 9" white plates, 250 pk., $17.95° .
eWholesale prices on cases of party supplies

12136 - 121A Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta
Phone:
455-8203

in the health care system. At the
same time as Alberta and five
other provinces have set plans to
bring in user fees, Ottawa is
working on a new federal health
act — and it is impossible for both
sides to win. ;
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