
AT THE DOMINION EXHIBITION, ST. JOHN, N.B.
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£EWHERE abouit the faîl of 1902, an influential
ýputation went fromn Toronto to Ottawa to ask
,ra grant of $So,ooo. towards holding a Dominion
ition ini Toronto. The idea was new, but it took
'ilfrid Laurier's fancy and he persuaded bis col-
s to snalce the grant. The first Domninion Ex-
n wjs therefore held in Septemiber, 19o3. it
gliccess in somne ways, though flot so great as
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a nt ici pated. Hoeethe grant wscon-
tinued froni year to year, but givenI toi differenlt
cities. fialifa-x, shlerbrooke. Punie, e
g1iila, Calgairy and New Wetmnte ave hadf
the honour. Th'lis year ii \was St. Jhsturn,
and St. johni hadI done, failrlyv \ell.Ided
this New Brunswick city seeniis to do eev
thing it undertatke(s with vii and sniap.

Shall this animal gzranti of 1$,o,ooo for a
DIominion Eýxhibition be coinuediiýý? Thi,;i's
a question which the Govc ri len t muslit se(t
tde soon. It hias untdoubltedgly vep the Pro-
vinciaîl Exhibitions of the vatrious provinlces,
but there muiist be an end somcwhvlere. Wini-
niipeg is asking for two and a half millions
of dollars froni the Governitienit to help out
the proposed Selkirk Centennial. This gratt
will bc maide and the mnaking of it mtay cx
tingish the annual grant for D)ominiion Ex-
hibitions. But, should it? Is it flot psil
that the grant should continue as ani aid to
the varions Provincial Exhibitions uintil theyreach, as Toronto has already* reached, a self-
supporting stage? Canada is progresýsinig fair-
ly well, her Federal revenuies are gzrow,,ing
rapidly, and an annual Dominion Exhibition

ia good foi-mi of advertiçing, Further,
Dominion Exhibitions help to develop national
unity in commnerce and indusiýtry, whiehi is
just as imiportant as national uniity in political
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and patriotic feeling. A nation is created and welded
t'ogvthler by manyil, differuent circumstanccs and feelings
and it maY be thlat Dom)tiÎnion Exhibitîins as such may
be suifflicintly influiential to justify the Government's
annulal expenidituirc of $-îo,ooo. However, the Govern-
nient mayi) have ther ideas equahly good under con-
sidcration, and uponi themii rests the responisibhity of
cingiiý or conltinuting what bais been a good policy.
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