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THEORETICAL AND OTHER POLITICS.IT is a pity tbat we have flot more men in Cana-
»dian public life with minds like that of Sir
Richard Cartwrighit. I arn moved to make tbisrç,mark just at thle present moment by Sir'Richard's adventure into the rare atmospbere of con-stîtutional politics at a time when ail tbe rest ofus are fairly 'cboking with the dust of the arenaof practical politics kicked up b>' "the mob's mil-lion, feet." I think tbat last is a perverted quota-tion;'but, in the absence of. my librar>' during tbesummer season, I do flot like to blame it positîvel>'

o anybody. Still, isn't it Tenny'son? However,
In any case, Sir Richard Cartw'right goes cahli>up to Toronto 'and starts a discussion on propor-tional representation when we are ail holding ourbreatb in anticipation of a bad collision on the lineat Ottawa witb man>' casualties. And this is ex-acti>' like Sir Richard. He has always bad a de-tached view of politics. General elections werenecessar>' nuisances'to hum-tbey had ta be gonethrough ta &et a Parliament together for him toaddress. But I do not tbink that lie ever likedtliem; and I think that lie would admit him selfthat lie neyer shone in tbem.

B UT his is the kînd of mind whicb explores the
the basis upon whicb general elections are finaliyfouglit. We bave tan few men engaged in thissort of work in tbis country. Somebady bas con-fined usin the cock-pits of our constituencies andbade us "figlit it out"; and at it we have gone everytime they called "time" at Ottawa, amidst mucli

ilscattering of feathers and shedding of "boodleý--
the politician's blood-without enquiring wbetberthis was a gond thing for the country or for us,or if there miglit flot be a better way of arrivingat the collective mind of the people. There issomething simple about the idea of a one-man con-stituency. It, is the'first way of doing the tbingwhicli suggests itself to any one. Tbey want aParliament, do they? They want us to knock offwork and select menibers for it? Very well, then.We will take up the chore; and the easîest way inwhich we can manage it, is surely to divide aur-selves off into about equal sections of the numberof members required, and let each section choose

one member.

B UT es tbat the betway? One obvious weak.
outvoted by the accident or design of "li*ving" agond deal of it in constituencies wbere it is wasted.Another is that permanent miflorities are createdwbicb neyer get a "look in" at*selecting a Memberof Parliament. I know constituencies where theminority party neyer think of winning-tbey justrun a man ta look after the "patronage" in casetheir part>' wins in tbe rest of the Dominion. Nowthis is not good for that particular minanit>. Soine-tbing like alternation in responsibilt>' is essentialto gond government under aur system. A thirdobjection is that we bave no provision by whicha member of Parliament ma>' stand out in ruggedindependence against a wave of public opinion,unless lie is prepared to die for bis temerit>'. Nowit ougit, to be possible for a "member," who isbacked b>' an earnest minorit>' of importance in the

THEN the'small constituency Iends itself to theT triumph of -the Personalit>'. This is not al-ways or altogether a bad tbing. Personalit>' tellsin Parliament; and we should be influenced b>' itin selecting aur representatives for that body. Butwitb the carelessness which exists amongst our peo-pIe regarding issues and public policies, it is dan-gerous to give a"winning personalit>' of the minororder ton great a chance. There are men whoare so well loved in their immediate neiglibour-boods tbat the>' would get liundreds of votes onany old platform"' or as the candidate of eitherpart>' The>' would onl>' have to stop their friendson the street, say-"I arn after tbat Pariament jobdown at Ottawa-give me a hand," and tbey wouldget ever>' last vote in that 'district, except froimsomne party crank 's who had an eye on a local postoffice berth. Now this is lovely. and human and ailthe rest of it, and speaks well for the passessors ofthis magnetism; but it 'is flot always the .best wayto select a stàtesmnan. Let it work for what it isworth; but do flot make your constituencies s0 snîalltbat such a genial character can practicall>' roundiup Most of the voters in then and wîn an elec-tion b>' bis fund of gond humour.

HOWEVER, aIl I started out to say is, that weIhud not niake a fetisli of aur existing po-litical machinery. W hudecuaemnlk
Sir Richard Cartwright ta study it with a criticaleye and see if tbey cannot suggest impravements;and then we should consider their suggestions froma national and not from a partizan standpoint. SirRichard hard>' received fair play' this timne, 1 think,f rom the Conservative press. They were inclinedto talk as if lie were proposing a deep and darkscheme for making two Liberai votes. spring upwhere ani>' ane praper>' grew. Yet lie was dningno more than discussing, with local applications, awvorld mavement for proportional representation.Still I suppase that if I were to excpress my prefer-ence here and now for the Continental "group"~ystem of politicai combinations, some one wbobanced ta know nme-and ta know what a bitterlartizan 1 am-would hegin to worry his brains tand out in what way this idea couid help my party.sa>' "my part>," lIt lias a fniendly snund. Butwonder whidh part>' it is. And, b>' the way,ou miglit think over that "group" system idea.iou will see haw mucli better it wauld representhe various sorts of opinion in the country thanur present wnoden, bi-partizan arrangement in'bidl ever>' man must either lie a Liberal or aonservative-..r an Ismaelite.
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country, to keepbis seat, though, of course, hie couldflot hope to rule the majority.

T HEN, as we know in our cities, the smaller theSelectoral divisions, the smaller-as a rule-
,are the men they choose. That is what the epithet"ward politician" means. lIt means a politician
who bas his strength in a ward-a small body ofvoters; and we regard tbat simple statement of factas an expression of contempt. If it were flot ad-mitted that smallness is transferrable fromn the ccn-stituency to tbe representative, there would be nomore disgrace in beitig called a "ward politician"
than in being described as a "national politician."An illustration of the advantages of large constitu-encies is that a man lias, at al events, got to bebetter known in our cities to be a Controller thanto be an alderman; and it is a wbolesome influenceto require that a public nian so live that lie can heseen over a large area and yet net suifer -by the
necessary el.evation.


