
CANADIAN COURIER.

AN NNA BEL'S
A NNABEL HARLOWE was born a re-former. Th desire to better things

and persons-specially persons--
showed itself at so early an age that

ber immediate family circle began to pay defer-
ence to her criticisms and conclusions before
she had reached the age of fine. Yet she was
not an unattractive dxild. One feit that her
craving for the unusual, for what she considered
the only right, was to be reckoned with and
ailowed for in her as the artistic temperarnent
exacts certain inimunities from unfortunate
rnn-po>ssessors. Having passed through various
phases of mental healîng, theosophy, socialisrn
and dress reforni, she became at the age of six-
teen a pronounced vegetarian, thoroughly im-
bued with the belief that ail if e is "sacred.Y
At that time her f ather had a stable boY-'
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shine, fresh air, digestible food and right think-
ing. Mrs. Porter was also sustained and
soothed by the consciousness that she-was flot
condescended to. Annabel petted ber and fussed
over her, praised her when she kept her pledge
and mingléd very genuine tears of grief with
bers when she failed to do so. She was to,
Annabel a fascinating subject of interest.I _ When Mrs. Porter's reformation was seem-
ingly complete-that is, when she had main-
tained uninterrupted sobriety for the space of
six rnonths-a new difficulty arose. It was put

_____into words by Mrs. Porter herself, on an even-
ing when she was waiting the return of ber
liege lord. "You see, Miss, it makes it ail the
harder for me, not being a drinking woman
no more, when it cornes to dealing with a man
like Joe. He cornes in of a nigbt and hits me
a dlout over the head, and me with not a drop
of whiskey ini me to give me strength to hit him
back again. My, there was rnany a grand fight
mie and Joe used to pull off in the old days, but

"Ini maimer and appearafice he had not improved a particle?" tbat's ail past! I'm as weak as water now.»

Illustratlions by A. Clark. ci NT 0, vou're not, Mrs, Porter." declared the

f weeks later she received a letter whicb decidedly
y miodified this opinion. It was as follows:
y "Deer MUiss
y i amn now in a pozishun to offer you rny hand and
y bert wicb i wud of dun sooner if id node your feel-

~,ings tored me. PIes let me beer f rom you at wunst.
1l rernember arnabel i gave up the boocher busssy-
- ness for you arn now agent for pilow sham holders
1 and wil soon hav enuf to miarry on. Trooly your
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