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afternoofl there was the as yet un-
iuliilled threat of Wilson PoIgleaze
to 'corne again shortly and be bis own
spokesman." And the days were
Ebbing faist towards the date when the
çrippled deformity, Simon Trebawke,
,would lay rapacious bandis on the
Tower, and drive Hilda forth from the
,beloved home of ber fathers.

Pascoe had hardîy replenished the
flire and left the hall -wben Mrs. Peu-
garvan, Who bail been gazing tbrougb.
the window, uttered an exclamation,
-ani rau to the front door, flingilig il,
open.

ýCorne in, my dear!" she cried.
"Wbatever are you doing ont in sucli
weatber? Why, you are dreucbed to
the skiu."1
*Pale as a gbost and with the water

.dripping frorn ber soaked garrnts,
31arigold -Craze darted into tho hall,
g'ancing affriglitedly ibehlnd ber. Mrs.
Pengarvan cloeed, and bolted tlie door,
and the girl, to rwhose side Hilda liad
run, was laid tenderly dovun on a
.coucli. Mer ibreath carne ln gaspa-,
and it vas some trne before alie
,conld sipealt.

"Lt la my father," she ipanted at last.
"He was going to kil me-sacrifice
me, he calledl It. One of bis re-
ligions fits is on hlm. Oh, please aee
If be is coming. 1 may have given hlm.
the slip. He is Just mad. Me anay do
anythlng."1

But they 'were able to assure ber
that there were no signa of Nathan
Craze lu the drive, and after a whule
they got ber etory frorn ber. For
sorne days, ber father hadl fot spoken
a -word, and then an hour ago he liad
corne lu from Ilis t-sibng and had
.burst into, sndden fury, accusr~g ber
of belug tbe mistress of Wilson Pol-
gleaze.

"But, my dear littie Marligold, you
were ab.le to tell hlm tliat It was not
true. Surely be believed yon?" said
Mrs. Pengarvan.

The girl staggered to ber feet, and
stood plitul1y searcblng eacli klnd
face lu turu for symnpatby.

"'Oh, lsten before you coevdemn me,"
she walled. "Lt: la true lu a vay. Wil-
son Poîgleaze courte' me ail last
suummer, and I vas imarrled to hlm, as
1 thouglit, the weeli beffore Chistmnas,
at the reglstrar's at Falrntl. But It
wasu't the registrar lie toolc me te--
oniy a lawyer -who, tliey say, lias hlm
ln bis grlp. (My dear, dear ladies, 1
arn nclthcr mald ner vite, and now 1
have no borne.»

H ILDA'S supportIng grasp on th4
girI's valat tlglitened, but Mrs
Pengarvan vas constralued to be

gin tlie <pestIon:-
"And you bave occasion, pooir chîld

.to teal,-?"
But Marlgold cut ber short witb:

"go, not that, thanli God. The tîi<
Is past for that herror to hauat mi
ever again. My father fouind -ou
moutbs baci that Wilson used, ti
-Meet me lu tlie Devll's Cave, and hi
lias been grovlng crueller every day
tili an bour ago, wben lie called mei
dreadtnl name. In se.lf-defence I toli
hlmoit the sbarm marriage, aud of boç
I bad ibeen decelved. Lt miade hil
-worse than ever. He swore to kil
mne, and eliased me out of the housE
Tif yon vili let me say good-bye il
B'llly, and stay tili after darl< I wl]
go away out into the vorld, and. tbegl,
a ne'w lite where I amn not ýknowu.
amn strong, aud s-hall scion get soin
voit to do."

Hilda bad left It t.o Ifrs. Pengarva
to drag the grlsly skeleton te 11gh
but nov that it stood revealed, mni
thongli fearsome enongli, yet sber
of its vorst terrerts, the Lady of tii
Tower bad lier s-ay, Impetuous an
Indignant.

"You are flot te Mlaine, dear," sii
declared. "'The sha.me la net your
and as te gelng avay ve shaîl ni
bear ot It, shalh ve, cousin? Yen vi

jiist stay bere vlth ue, Marilgold, ti
Captalu Pengarvau cornes hom
wh'lch ls te, le sooner than vas e

- pected. Yeur father need not lino
iliat yen bave arnlglt sanctuary wi:
us, auy more t-han lie dees abo

SBilly. The cejptain can manage yu~
la father better than anyoue. H~e w

Prove to hlm that yon havye doue i

:wrong, and wlll take steps to puniali
the wretch who entrappeid you. Now
corne, along with me and get dato some
dry things."

"One moment," interposedl practical
Mrs. Pengarvan. "This mook regis-
trar-was he a lame man, with no
hair or eyebrows? Ah, I thougbt it
vwouldj be Mr. Simonl Trebawke. Ail
riglit, mny dear. You have ifurnIshed
nie with a very [pretty rod, wbich 1
viii put in picle for the rogue."

But when the two girls bad left ber
alone lu the 'hall Lance's mother
kdcked the log on the heartb into a
blaze with the toe of lier stout iboot,
and shook lier grey curîs lmn-
patieiitly.

"God help us all!" she nruttered.
"IHilda hae forgotten that 'we sbail
flot have a refuge to offer sa mucli as
a stray cat "oon after my boy casts
anchor. And as to rads, I reckofi
th,ose two villaîns have readied a
vorse one for us than ever we can
xeady for them."

Then she, too, left the ball, and
from be-bind a screen creipt l3illy
Craze, 'hie brown face dar'kened vith
a purposeful scowi.

ICIAPTER XVýi.

Bearding a Wolf.

M R. Simon Trehave sat ln isdingy office, conning a parcli-
ment, which vas the mort-

gage assigned to liln ou St. Runan'a
Tower by Wilson Poîgleaze as bis
father's hein. The attorney's lips
were curled lu a mnalevolent grin
:w-bdch bared bis yellow snags' of
teeth as lie gloated ever the docu-
ment that was part of bis prices for
financig bis client's debaucheries.

0f late years Mr. Trehawke bad
doue very bittie business as a lawyer,

,honest folk fighting shy of bis un-
savoury reputaton. He baad nover
acted for old Jacob FoIgleaze, .and
being te seme e xtent the slpowner's
rival as a money-lender liebl glenn-
ed an addltloral pleasure In aîdïn-g
and abettlng the junior tpartner'5 ex-
travagances. Mle now .expected te,
live lu clover <for the rest of bis, days,
p~art cl! the ipoundl of fIesh w'hlch lie
bad exaicted, beiug tbe undertnking

wb4cli Wilson badl given hlm. that Iu
.fnture ho sbould 'be entrusted vlth ail
theQ legal ibusiness col the firrn.

His only elerk vas a lialf-starved
yeutli, wio, sat~ lu a, littie outer den
perforrnlng the duties of a deor-
,eeper, rnnlng errands, aud safe-
gnardlng bia employer front un'wel-
,cerne callers.

,Abort three lu the nfternoon ot the
day follovlug Marîgold%~ escape to
lits Tower Mr. Trebawke's drndge an-
nounced that a boy wlio refuseti to
«gIve bis narne or state bis business
dealredl to, see hlm.

"lTeil hlm iI"m net iu,", suapped the
attornley.

Iu les-s than a minute the underllng
vas bacli agaîn. "The 'boy says be'll
vait ou 'the dooerstep, air, till yon
cerne ln or go out," lie'said.

Mr. Treliawke reffected. Me bad at
vas-h a good deal of dlrty linon vhlol
vouid be noue the vhiter for au
altercation ou bis doorstep. Prebnably
the boy brouglit an Insolent message
frern s-one defraude>à sud augry
debtor.

"Show hlm iu," lie releuted. '11
soou settie lis bas-h.»

But vben Mr. Simuon Trehavlce
lodked n-pou the draiwa, oet face of
BIlly Craze, vb.om lie bl neyer seen,
before, lie felt some mnlsglvlng. Sorne-
bev the sche ot bis tlireat souuded
-fee'ble and imPotent lu lis ears at

L siglit efthe resolute fereclty ln the
countenance vith whldb the boy
entered. This vas no messeuger, but
a principal, Palpitatiug wlth a pur-pose
of his evn-no frlendly' purpose If
*Mr. Trehawtke 'was auy Jiuige ot

t shades of expression. Me made hlm-
1 »elf, If possible, a trille more revoit-

1log by .puttlug ou eue etf bis wotrld-be
, Jgratlating amile.

"'Well, rny lad, and what eau I do
çr for yoif' lie piped. lu bis squevaky
bL treible. "Been breaking soenebody'e
t wIndows; and vaut me ta get yen eut
r of the acrape, eh?»
Il fuIlT walted till the clerli had de-
o partedl, then advanced a step or two
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