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A Field of Trobacco Ready for Harvesting. A Field of the Plant which Sir Walter Raleighi Loved.

TUHE TOBACCO SITUATION IN ESSEX
HE tobacco situation in Essex

Countyr this year is the
climax of a series of pe-
culiar see-saws, resuiting
from the great bane of the

-d industry-the instability of
price. Since tobacco was
first grown successfuliy and
profitably, right to the pres-

Î eLe ent day, the same series of
see-saws have continued.

Onie year wouId see a large crop and low prices; the
next would disclose a small crop, with prices uni-
versally high. One year, prices would soar to the
top notch, and as a resuit, the next year would see
every farm dotted with tobacco patches. ýMany
farmers, growing tobacco just for the money in it,
without expert knowledge of the weed, wouid pro-
duce inuch tobacco, aibeit of a poor quality. The
tobacco market would be glutted, resulting in a f al
in price. The ensuing year, the field would bc left
to the pi ofessional growers, and prices would
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gradualiy rise again to satisfactory rates.

The year 1907 saw one of the largest crops in
the history of south-western Ontario. One third- of
that crop is sti,1i unsold. In March, i908, the entire
crop was practically untouched by the buyers, and
farmers would have gladly sold out for, three or four
cents a pound. The price just now is six and 'one-
half cents; but even at that, there is muchi tobacco
which will neyer be marketed.

As a resuit of the tobacco glut, this year's
acreage is small. Tomnatoes and sugar beets, con-
tracted for with the canning factories and sugar
factories beforehand. promise surer 'returns than
tobacco, in which, the growers complain, there is
only one thing certain, and that is uncertainty. The
tobacco this year wili be, however, of good quality,
barring damage by the rains, which seem to have
affected it in some districts.

Many growers now entertain the hope that a
niew era is about to dawn, wherein the inidustry will
be placed on a firmner footing. The government's
action in subjecting' home-grown and îmported

i Crop in

tobacco to the same stamp, thus placîng then 'on a
par, ýgives promise that a mnarket for cigar tobacco
will be created.

In the past the acreage has been practically ail
devoted to Burley tobacco-a standard, chewing.
variety. Cigar leaf has not been attempted, save
experimentally, in this district. Experts declare,
however, that -several good qualities of cigar leaf,
notably Virginia and Spanish Zimmer, can be grown
here. This fact, and the added fact that Virginia
is being actually grown in Colchester Township at
the present moment, has led to the establishment of
a factory in Leamington for the manufacture of
stogis from the Canadian leaf.

he outlook is that, with a small crop this year,
prices wll fise. Next year's acreage wil be largely
given to cigar leaf tobacco, and this will tend to
prevent ar.other over-production of Burley, with a
consequent drop in price. The creation of a market
for Canadian cigar leaf, coupled with improved
methods of curing the weed, are expected to help
in putting the industry on a firmer basis.

farmers who had held their beans for as much as
three years for an expected rise in price. Trhis year
however, there are practicaily no old beans to, bc
had, the crop of 1907 and previous years being to
ail intents and purposes thoroughly cleared out by,
the end of July. Hence, the crop of 1908, when it
appears, will have the mnarket ail to itself.


