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1~TmR MlORSTMA8 0r TaE WAR
Onemoreé,*i the'yearly round of our globe around

the sun,
"that season cornes

Wherein our Saviour's birth is clebratcd."
And for the third time sinoe this sacred, holy war
for the fi-ccdom of the world against the tyranny and
deviltries of rcvived hcathenism, we must sadly realize
that we cannot say

"And then no cvil spirit stûrs abroad,
So hailow'd' and so gracions is the time."

For the birtfiday of the Prince of Peace cornes again
to a world rocking under the shock of war, shroudcd
by the smoke of huge, thundcring guns, and reddened
with. such carnage as there neyer was before. Not

?'yet lhas ben fulfild the promise of the angels' song
above the manger-cradie of the Divine Cbild that was
-Wd in the stable at Bethlehem, the promise whose
fulfilment is as sure as it is that to-morrow's sun will
rise and which bas rung out in the voices cf the Christ-

ela rug oman generations-
And Right prevail,

-CrsWith pace on carth, goodwiil te men."
Chitmarnaa the shadow cf suffering and death

efflot be mcrry; but it will not be without its fuiler
realizations cf the truc meanings cf life, which will
býriâg their own stcrn consolations even to the many

an~'g s who sec in the vacant chair the memorial
éf. the supreme sacrifice made to Duty. There are
mnany homes ini our country where the sense cf bitter

*Ion is tempered by the proud thought cf that un-
fluiching devotion to Duty, which is the highest' and
nobiet thing there is in our huinanity. And so witbk the, sadness cf Christmas wiil mingle the knewledge
thât the sacrifice has not been in vain, and that out
of. the pain and suffering will emerge a new birtb of
freedomn and a nobler world.

CHRrSTMAS AT TE FONT
When Christmas morning cornes, will not thoughts

of the men in, the trenches and the men in the hospitals4 beuppcrmoet in the minds cf al cf us at hômec? And
wilnet the men at the front and the men in the
hospitals knew that the thoughts of those they love
are with them? Christmas boxes cf soldiers' cern-

>1 forts have gene ferward, and are still going forward
in -such, numbers that surely net a man at the front
or back cf the front, or in hospital, will feel himself
forotnonhrtmsD . Truc, they are far from
theëýr homes and their dearests cnes, and are deprivd
cf tue joy cf Èfing smal stockings. But what Christ-
mas, Day bas there ever been that was net a lonely
one.for many hearts. Indeed, have not these whc, even
on ordinary Christmas Days, have been fortunate
cnough to be able te take part in family eunions,
had reason to count themselves speciallyr fortun-
ate? Thié world is always full cf separatins-a truth

S which the coming again cf Christmas in war-time
brings more poignantly home te many hearts. We
kno'w what the soldiers at the front have net. But
wlist things have tliey? First, the man at tbe front
haicomrades, brave hearts whe, lbe knows) will stand
by, him te the death. The wounded men in the
trenches, at the dressing stations, and in the hospitals,

Pi findtheir pain alleviated by the true Christmas spirit
saihing ever in the devoted service cf ambulance

wokrpbysicians andnus. And every mani of
them, whether in training camp, or in a reserve trencb,
or on the firing line, or in the air, or afloat, or in hospital,
lias' the knowledge that hee bas been faithful to the f
heavcnly prompting te do bis bighest duty, net by r
compulsion, but freely cf bis own will and choice and

*resolve. And more satisfying knowledge can corne
to ne man in this world.
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4"IMNGER YEAR" AT RAND IN GERMANY
Every possible effort is now being made frein Ger-

many with a view te impressing the wvorld outside
Germany with the idea that there lias nôt been a
censiderable crop shortage in Germany in 1916. But
tliat the food conditions in Gormaiiy are such as te
bring inte sight the certainty cf desperate and bitherto
unexperienced hunger in Gormany in the cominig*-
year, if the war continues, is a fact establislied by a
,,r an mass cf evidence that bas leaked eut frein
Germany despite the highly erganized precautions

against the leaking eut cf sucli information. More-
over, there are these facts and considerations te, be

eivenatlieir due wight te in tbis cennectien: The
eris in 1916 bave lacked man power for intensive

agriculture, tbey lackcd nitrie fertilizer, cwing te the
niitary demand for nitrates and te the blokade
maintained by the Britishi sea power w-hich prevented
their importation; tliey faced a seasen universally
mediocre or unfavorable for crops in their country as
elsewhere, late, chilly and wet; tbey tilled fields im-
poverished hy the excessive crcpping cf 1915. I'nder
these circumstances, it is quite impossible that they
can have equalled the results cf their really trenienidous
agriculturàl efforts in t he favorable season of 1915.
The pretences. fromn Berlin that Germany's crop cf
1916 is equal te the crop of 1915 will net stand analysis.
Jt is l ike the fictitious statements sent eut by theo
Berlin Cuovernrnent, after the sea-fight off Jutland,

d 1) 'el v nonsi<erations cf policy and cf military
LeC-ýjIY'asBerIii had tu declare ini due tîmae.

THE WESTERN HiOfrE MONTrHLY

The Philosopher
A CHRISTMAS -TO COME

With two iChristmaascs'ii war-time to -look back
upon, wc are thinking leàsacf the possibilities cf peacec=îg scon than cf the sacrifices that mnst be maebfore the only pence that will be worth its terrible
cost the enly right and real peaoe, can be attained.
Wc know that victory for the cause cf human freedom
a.nd for ail that makes life wortb living and that makes
truc pregress and welfare possible is te be arrived at,

wf hc ave the will te tread the road te it resolutely
&nd uiflinchingly. In the truc cause cf Pence, hcw-
ever long the way or bitter the sacrifice, we must
pledgc ail we bave or are. Truly bas this war taught
us the actual worth cf things and their relative values.
Wc knew that the issue cf life and dcath for civilization
is yet te be dccided; and tbat every nation in arms
againat the menace cf Teutenie tyranny must stand
ready te tbrow inte the struggle ail its reserves cf power.
We lcok forward te another Christmas,'perhaps a year
hence, perhaps more distant still, sadder than this
third Christ mas cf the war because cf Uic longer
roll cf record cf sacrifices, but witb the certainty cf tbo
sacrifices having been made, net in vain.

WOMA'S DEEPEST INSTINCT
In looking over the newspaper reports of the activities

of the advocates of woman suffrage in the United States,
in connection- with ail the election campaigning through
the breadth and length of that land last month, The
Philosopher wau struck by this motto which he read
in one of the Chicago papers as havmng been inscribed
on a banner carried in one woman suffrage parade:

"For the safety of the nation, to woman give
the vote;

For the hand that rocks the cradie will neyer
rock the boat."

There is a lot of sound psychology, real history and
sound argument in that motto. From the begrnning
woman bas been a conserver. The flrst woman who
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bent above the first rude cradie in the infancy of the
race learned the lesson in preservation and conserva-
tion and protection, which bas become the strongest
instinct of the sex. The lesson was warm with love,
with longing, and-is it too rnuch to imagine?-with
a vague vision of the conditions in whicb she might
hope te have hcr yoting sbielded aganst the dangers
of field and hcast andI man and want. The plain,
fundamental truith of flic matter is that woman is
really the practical sex, not man.

GERMAN ORGANIZATION
Surely it must corne te pass, seoner or later, that

the faith cf the German people in German erganizatien
must be shaken, and înust faîl. This faith is the feund-
ation cf the profound, unquestioning belief in their 0w-n
superierity in which they went te war-perfect faith
that in every departrnent cf life German erganization
was al)solutely infallible, and that Germans, therefore,
could do anytliing and everything better than any
othex people. In a book by the German writer Ost-
Wald, we fiîid the whele thing concisely stated: "Thât
faculty for organization bas allewed Germany te attain
a higher stage of civilization than the ether nations
te theo fuliiess cf wilîi only the war will raise thein.
The French and the Englishi are still at a stage cf
civilization w-hich the Germans lef t bebind them more
than fifty years age, namely, the stage of indîvidualism.
Germany is to-day at the higher stage, that of organiza-
ticn." But their colossal failurc in this war is proof
positive that their ol-ganization is net infallible. Ger-
man erganization bas mnade a wonderful spectacle cf
itself, after its forty years cf preparatien for tbis war.
There is net as mucli Gcrniaii boasting nov. as there
used te be; they are making up for it by whining and
lying, and ih the whining a(id lving departments, it
must bc admitted, thcy'are weIl organized. It la
quito true that the Gernians partcd eompany from the
British and French stages of civilization haif a century
age, and they have been rctrograding in civilîzation
ever since. Their vatinted ever-organization bas made
for sLavcry aiid xickedncess. The human spirit is
flot a thing that can be shaped ta lighcr developiniits
l)v iia.cincrv, or svnithet ic -llleJIlNtri- or kultmir. or
liuhiezoleri ' organlizationi, wh'iclî lias degraded .

"'TRESUITROMANCES"
Part cf the touching literature cf the war is a little

tract wbich bas corne te The Philosopher fromn London
- an official publication, entitled "Treasury Roman-
ces." James Douglas, the compiler cf it, explains that
the records cf the patrietism cf great numbers cf givers
te Great Britain's war fund lie "buried five fathoms
deep in the treasury files." In this little bock he bas
brought te ligbt a few instances. Here, fer example,
is a miner who sang at seventeen workmen's clubs
and thus gathered in driblets twenty peunds. An
eld weman writes: "I have mucli pleashr ini sending
Toeu the pound"-wbich leads Mr. Douglas te add:
'fier particular, and prebably ber only, pound."

A cbild cf seven sends a shilling, a peor man, ninepence.
From Lonely Fanning Island, in the South Seas,
came twe contributions from natives cf the Gilbert
Islands, at work there. A man working on a ship
brmnging meat frem Australia te England, writes at
the close of an impassîoned letter: "Do net mind tbe
grammer. - Grammer dees net count as a rule with
gentlemen. I inclose a peund as a start." And
there are many thousands cf such contributions
Mr. Douglas tells us. Thcy are manifestations cf
the spirit cf truc sacrifice and devetion.

THE PERIL 0F TEE GERMAN STSTEM
In the Canadian University Magazine, as in many

other organs cf thought, earnest warning is sounded
against the danger cf being carried away by admiration
cf German system and organizatien. AIL the world
knows that in the war Germany bas failed te achieve
what bier guiding brains ceunted confidently upon
achieving rapidly, and that, Germany is destined,
after the most stupendeus expenditure cf human life
and treasure the world lias ever known, te be forced
te abandon the dream cf world-domination. But, al
the saine, the "effectiveness" cf Germany bas impressed
the world's imagination. Again and again since
Germany began the war in bier own way bas that
"effectiveness" brought bier te the bink-the very
verge-cf decisive success, and the werld bas held its
breath; and every time German "effectiveness" bas
failed. But nevertbeless, the world is inclined te
regard the German state system as wonderful. The
peoples cf the world xvbo stand for the freedom cf the
human spirit must stand on guard against any formn
cf this German poison cf glorification cf the State
machine and making liumanity mere soulless mechan-
ism and prostituting science te the mest ignoble and
fiendish purpeses.

ALI DINAR'S STEAM ROLLER à
Inspired undoubtedly by the events of the war,

Ali Dinar, Sultan cf Darfur-who, bad net Fate cast
bis lot in a jungle cf Darkest Africa, miglit have made
bis name historie as tbat cf the criginater of a brand
cf Frightfulness al bis own-bas, at any rate, sbowed
himself resourceful. He is a ceal-black potentate
wliom, for bis own goed and that cf bis people, the
British power bas feund it necessary te keep in erder.
He is given te outbreaks cf violence. The most recent
cf these outbreaks cf his occurred the month befere
last. A traction engine liad been brought te bis
jungle realin, and it pleased him mightily. Se much
se that hie decided to make it bis Imperial throne,
and go forth in fitting state and power, w~hile bis awed
subjects trembled. As hoe crashed and smasbed bis
way along, hie rejoiced greatly, but in the end lie came
te grief. Whether the Imperial chauffeur, like the
Sultan himself, became inflated with delusions cf grand-
eur and Idid net pay due attention te bis steering gear,
does net appear; at any rate the tractien engine,
bearing the Sultan Ali Dinar, cf Darfur, went over
the edge cf a small ravine, and the chauffeur was
killed, while the Sultan saved hiniself by leaping.
The report cf the occurrence, written b/ a Darf or
correspondent in oné-cf the London l)apers, ends by
expressing the hope that the experience will bave the
effect cf teaching the Sultan cf Darfur te restrain
bis exuberance -an expression of hope in which
The Philosopher feels sure, ail the readers cf Tbe
Western Home Mlonthily will join.

THE SPIRIT 0F CHRIST AND THE WAR
As the great aniual housebold festival cf Christmas-

tide al)proaches once more, who is there anywhere in
the world, se safe, se selfish, se hittle imaginative, as
net te be visited again and again by piercing tboughits
cf the men at the front giving their lives te save the
future cf humnanity frein the yoke cf despotie Force!
W ho is there in any land under the sun that dees net
dailv t hink of the men in the trenches, in the war-
machines in the air, in the war-rnachines afloat, in the
bospitals? It w-as Jesus wbo said, "Think net that 1
alm come te senci peace upon the earth; I came net te
send peace, but a ;s-ord." Blessed is Peace; but there
are timies when the Sword, the defen(ler cf the op-
pressed and the -triker clown cf Ex-il, is better than
Peace. When Wronz is rarnpart and uindertakes te
cru-h down lZight. thé follow-cr cf the Prince cf Pece
1 e-t 4howxs lus dcx-ntinn to te 1ghteoli~sl(S. Iw (rawving
tIR' ~wr l Igitithiiu good fhglït. holding the dutý
()f iR'1ht ing t J( t Fie(Mithif nccd he. thcdut v nearest
to his'u-îue


