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end of him. But I èôuldnt resist a
man like that, could 1? Besîdes it

The sranger breathed a sigh of'r - infra ting ùnd Helen oId- f lObU, HireliaesWlimCars

lief. Hie knew now that he tia-c f Widtiva-dy la éS fe.~HewrhS.Jh y," said the

atbs etxaîo. i-estsek -y-usiess-is rather wji -j yripesiey
rîveil . 1i Cptain ipesîey

offa itietoth rgh were a goo4.- fatheri" be said. -.. * W ll bailhes got le! t of that is his

sized private bouse, surrounded by '9 'al es -at the' Hot Spmrgs îk'gls'y, sesi."Ta' the

paling fence, ovoiSYsîlerdte scsiL In unn h Wifieiýr iboys cail bim Gla§s-Eyed Bill, you

ownerorforea hiofthe anc.Ten, x~ct-,younaké me d ".know."
privadY Or thîs place was rtctdb Y -d I rdont OSY t- ýp fu It took the Captaîn a tthe tîme to

a board wbicb said succinctiy: "Keep -ame in _cbarKe 0d 'ft1is hl abi get over the-sbock.

()ut;" but thle Englishman, undeterred ileniV"- le exclaimed..I have a particiilar reason to know
by~~ tearlig, kept on, anid strode up ý'Oh, .yes, Vintbhebss1tUeiýe" she al ibùtMf Gray,"he said at hast.

vh grv 1 wl oters-moee eturned, "though .1 1e have. Sc a eason might be friendly or

porch beyond. He was a littie daunt- Pa on 'the W'ire, 'yOu knie. What cari unfriendly." she said.

ed, however, by the prevailitig silence. I do f1yt?U. Captàiri?1,ýe'll only be - The Englishman spmang from bis

lite wouhd have welcomed the bftrk o! too àl3d to make, an 4pening over chair.

a dog or somne gruiff voice demanding there rfor. Our wiries,-ehat is, if yur"My dear young lady," lie exclaimed,

what be wanted. To walk into sncb rating is gôôd and.~ repemesent rr- ' Iwud' aeyo hn o

a tomb-hike quiet madle him nncom- sponsibie -people." mtent that my interest could be for

fortable. He saw bimself in imagina- "Oh> it V.n t wr nuid the Captairi anything but for bis advantage. 1 beg

tioîu possibly misjudged; beset maybe; hastily. , rt s-il somethirig vcry' you to be ieve that. It would be pre-

and bis band tighteped on bis stick, differet' mtature to çxplain why, but will you

and hie set his feet -down more loudhy "You canring (a in the next riot take it on trust? Besides, it is

than ever to assert the uprightness O! room.' she'said he!ly. "Call np flot as though I did not know the

bis intentions. He tramped up the Long Dso-e ana r Byron Hot whole miserable story o! bis declinie

threc step)s leading to the porch like Springs"advruldsperne 
i s

a mule battery going into action. j3ut "ijn't te kinl- of.. you can o! you is. to fili in th détails!' -

thesthlnssremained unbroken by vcry well teléphorie," said -~Çaptain. She gave him a verysecinIok

any noise but his own.
He looked about in perplexity until.

at last, in the ,larkest and fnrtherest
corner, hie detectcd a hamnmock; and

saw, flot without relief, that it was

occupicd by a recumbent figure. He

went over to it, stihi in bis heavy,

sohdierhy fashion, and ooked down on

-well, what in bis words bie used to

describe afterwards as: "'Poni my

soul, the most beautiful creacha' I was

ever privileged to gaze upon-Gad, a

girl of twenty, witb bier lips a ittie

parted on the whitest teeth yon ever

saw, and bier breath éommi' and goin'

as faint as a baby's in a cot, and

beauty? Why, it was like seein' the

l'ai Mahal by moonight-the saine in-

describable whatd'yecahlinm you know,

when something secms to take yon by

the throat and you gasp, my boy.

positively gaspl
She was dressed in silvery gray,

with a wide lace colar about bier neck,
and in lier thick, umrpled chestntt

hair there lay a single red carnation.

Shc was as fresb and sweet and ex-

quisite as the flower itself; and in con-

trast to the dust anid heat wthout, the

sight o! ber was as refresbing as a

splashing pool iri the depths of a

woody canyon. Tbe Captain, after

bis first moment of surprise, began to

wonder what steps he ougbt to take

to awakeri ber. Every instinct as a

gentleman bade bim cougb. So he

coughed. At first so genthy that it was

almost a lullaby, and then by degrees

rising to an bonest, growling, bull-

doggish cough that seemed to say:

"*Wakc up, blast you"
At ast she stîrred and opened ber

eyes and met those o! the stranger

looking down at ber. He said hastily,

"I hcg your pardon," and betrayed

enougb agitation to spîli a box of

candy and a half opened novel from

the chair beside him. The girl sat np

ini the hammock, stilh ýgazing at him

with astonishment, and asked bim

who hie was anid where be came from.

("Gad, sir, in a voice like a Cash-

mini flute on the Lake of Selangor,

borne over the water at dusk! Or

the bihull in one o! those rnoldy old

gardens where the Rajput princes held

higlh rex-el in the Comrpany's daysl")

'my namne iâ, Anstruither." lhe said,

picking chocolate creanîs off the floor."'prd sefobin noftewrdbtpu'1fooceIetnyefsagrd

"Cap tain Anstruther of the British '1piemsl nbi) la ftewrd )i o lc.1fl lsl tgee.

A rniy."
Sl1e smiled at him witbout saying a -Then you'd better chase him up to The Captain dîd not suifer from su

v. rd. 1Byron," yremarked the young lady. a mute interrogation and bis straig

"Yoiu are, 1 presume, Miss Helen Buyoure in it too," explaiiued lonest gaze reassured lier. Soi

J-ýffrey?' hie went on. Astruther- Its rely mr o hn but hlm was indefinitely rei

Shie showed the lea-t lttle sign n!iha1 n aîîybody- I've come from Eng- iniscent of- Bill.

iilirraqnienft and cno'rcd perceptt Ianýd just to sec you!" , You must 15e related to hîm,"s

jbly as -lie asscnted witlb a mnovemlent "e! she cried. said.

nif lier head. 'Yes, yoti,' said thc Captaîn. "That is why 1 am here," he retui

'Etaodîir!" caculatcd the "Then xhat do you want Pa for," cd gravely. *'That is why 1 wanty

apta in. \1 n e, roriar! she demnanded. to tell me everything.

"Wýliv" -lie as;ked. "I thotiglit it would be better to Iay "When hie first blew in heme," s

Tt \va, the Captain',S turn to look it hefore hini first." hie returneid the girl, ., le was the inost forlo

plut ont. "You'd better begin withi me," she hýopeless. tattered thing you evers-

' ,n1 not accnstonmed to awaken the said. "Tlîat is, if you want to get Ah Sue gave him something to

x-euuig ladies I call on." hie said. ..1 anvwhere 1 havec Pa in my pocket7 1nn the doorstep-Ah Site has a he

j'ridle nivself oni being a man o! the' as politiciauis Say. like melted butter, you know-ani

world. but positivclv. for once. 1 felt 1 'lla-vcn't von a man employed here liappened to he passig throtigh

ilyself staggcred.I ely'ntav" calied Gray?" lhe irîquired. "Aýýn Etig- kitchen anil aw him there. 'Do

"There was my side n! it too," shie llIshman likc myself--a gentiemla'i know wha.t he said to me, sticking

-~ othlaulie ar th Cataii tligh he fills, 1 unclerstand, rather eye-glas;s in his eye and speakingm

Tliev bt age n h ati a suihordiulate position"' bis mouth full of chickcn tain-

akdpermission to take a chair,.f-e "Oh. yes,"l she said. "only her's q he uincerqtood now why1

cntuld be a vcry agrecable man wben monstly called Bill, you know. 1 sbould çquv-alvd when thev ate! If he hai

h c cosne ard it was plain tbat be waý;s av be is here. Very mucb here, in- 'dthlat 1 ilsuppose he'd haveg

-1nosing. His manner was almost ton eed!",c-x 
andI that would have been

l

was awfuily pitiful-he was so evidently
the reaI' thing-so h4ndsofljee even In
his Îterribie ciothes-a gentleman, yo.i2
know.'

The Captain wriggled nerv 'ousiy on
bis chair. These recollections seemed
to make him acuteiy uncomfortable.
lis shrewa tanned face was bright
with an interest flot untouched with
shame. Had Helen needed any as-
surance as to his coricernin Bill, the
expression of his face would have been
sultdcent.

-We knew he was in very hot
water," he.said. "We knew hie had
parted from nearly-ail the associations
-the refinements of .lad' lost
caste and sunk lower and lowei in. the
Western Avernus-but we neyer
dreamed he had been reduced to- to

"The chicken of charity," said the
girl, filling in the gap.

"I would cali it rather the husks Of
the Prodigal Son," ' said the Captain
soleily'.

"Are you the eider brother?"_shxe
askèd. Cp.an1,

"No, no,"returned' the aiii
"only what y'ou might cal-a-frltncl,
a-"

"Bill didn't have any friends,"' sbe
said bitterly. 4<Onli 'an ,aunt, thtee
ail. Except for her, he said', tie
w*asn't à.soul in .England who -woîo
haive Iwaked around the block to 'hlp

Captain'Anstruther looýked dépreq-
ed.

"He was wrong,"-he cai4r "He was
wrong."

"0Of course th~e trot;.Wtt ithf4lt. w8
that he drank, she 'said.
- ' Dh. .e.did evCrXtiug.. -fflýit
the Captaini comeieheilslvely.-

"'sn the,,water-wago, n*,
afen haU. '. on there for a e

taini,"is t-hat .the vernacular for-,-r

1 mean t'have reformed him," mite
explained. «'1 guess you would i>t
know Bill now. Heha tn atk

*bank and drinks Coi t with- ide
mealsi" -

The Captain looked more depresl
thn ver.
* Isuppose we o4ght al Wlo tha$c

you," he said "Yest 'indeed, we are

ÀhtI go around radlagtnÏ reformù like
a* lawn sprinkler prmnhklng. I amn
quite a believer in 1ctting people mind
their own business. But you se, In
this case Bill brought it on hi* owu
*head"

"Tbat's, where' he usually broughtt
tiirs," said thc Captaln. "Often

*prty hard too."
'e nover was -U nipping kind of a

man, tbank goodnecs,'' sh e said, "but
lie used to go off on what Pa called a
biennial bust. Ho had been here for
five months, and a perfect patterni, bc-
fore we. got on. to it.- Pa at last macle
him the Dago foreman, yoi) knoW
and we werc really beginniflg to thi.iK
we had founrd our Iong-lost child, H-1e
was .always 50 polite, you loeow, and
hard-working anid reliable:, and he ;ust
snugÉied înto the place like a dpg

"that's followcd you home. Pa said st
was al too,.good to bc truc and 1

ich guess Pa was rigbt, for one hot Sun-
ght (iay afternoon a marn came runi ng
uc-_ in to say that Bill was fightirig dirubk
em- and was walfzing arotind the yard wîth

a pistol to shoot '.\r. Jac4<son i wth,
she otir chemist, ynu know. and cxpèrt

wine-maker-atid that hie wa's drawing
urn- beads oin anybody that tried to stop
you Iuvm. E-yen while he was talking We

hecard bang, bang, bang out there aýd
said Mr. Jackson came pelting ini likeI l
[orn. j:,ck-rabbit-flot a bit htrt,. yotî kn ' ý
saw. -- but like a person on a sinkirig slip
cat wintirg to catch thte list 'boat.1

eart started upstairs to get under the b4d
nd 1 but 1 hadn't Rot up a gten before
the saw Pa reaching for hi-, Winchester
youi andl pining Ihi deptv shcriff badge

ghon the lapel of his coat. 1 knew that
with waq the end of Bil'and it carne nftr
naie' me that 1 cotildn't bear to hare hi
pigç; k;lled-he was ton bg and snlend;dj..f

idn't Ie -hot <iown like a tioz. and W.
gone 1 had neverliked Jack;on sincehoehad
ithe tried to kiss me once at a dance-ind


