
strongest argument the Canadian Miistry could urge would be that they had been
lready accepted by British Columbia. If amendcd, every clause would be discussed
gain by Parliament.

ir. Nathan said that the Canadian Government wals not asked to Iidge the"
trats-it was only asked to guaimntee a railway to Nanaimo.

His Excellencv-That is a dilierent thing. It is a-fresh term, if it is nt ,part of
e transcontinental road. Besides, J do not thinkL indcod, I an sure-nothing furtbèr

be granted, I have already had-a fiat refusal with respc'Ct to u extension of the
arntee of the dry dock. The terms, now, are better than we hal any' right to

xpect-better than I expected. The true policy worid be to accept these terms and bê
onfederated, and thenleave-the natural flow of traffic to deternine I le terminus,

Dr. Tolmie pointed to the vast tracts of land lying along the Bute inlet route which
ould ail be available for settlenent in case the rcad cae thatway.

His Excellency replied that that was a strong point, but no stipulation could bind
e company. With respect to the p'tition, Le woüld rather not be asked to ti nsmit it,

ecause he would be bound to say it was not a Government measure, and that it was i.n
he interest of a section and not of the whole dolony.

Mr. Turner said the petition did not require the terms tq be reopened.
Mr. Nathan thought that the interests of Victoria were the interests of the whole

colony, because three-fourths of the papital and population is centered 'here, and whatever
benefitted Victoria %voud benefit thé whole colony.

Dr. Tuzo said the great -mrjorityof the people vere opposed to opening the terms ;
but they wanted to secure Vancouver Island as tle western terminus of the railay-its
natural advntages being in its favor.

Ris Excelleney the Governor replied that the Canadiau Government understood our
natural advantages quite as well-perhaps better than we do., He could not support
this petiton, because it was the prayer cf,a section.

Mr. Pembèrton Lought tiat as His Excellency had placed the dpitation in posses-
sion of information that they h'd not had before, perhaps they had better withdraw a
fe w moments for consultation.

The 'deputation. then withdrew to an adjoining apartment, and after consulting
)ogether for about fiftcen mihtes returnec, when

Mr. l<athan stated that the deputation had arrivec atthe conclusion to respectfdlly
request. His Ercèllency to send the petition forward on its own nerits, an.4 that the
people of Victoria bad no wisli to hamper the Canadian Government in the terms. Thé
deputation wiould also ask that an answer be returned before the Legislative Council -

'should meet.
Ris ExcelIency replied that he vas sure the Canadian Goverimongnt would refuse the

request ; but if put in the ways just stated, hé would forwalrd it and leaye'the Can4dian,
'Governuient to fon its own conclusions.

Remarks were\nade by-Dr.ITorîmie, Mr. Nathan, Mr. Norris. and Mr. Feu; to tlie
effecthat the people believedit wise to press for the Nanaimo road before the consuhma-
tion Iof union.

His Excellency'advanced it as his deliberate opinioh that the petition tras lost 4ime,
and,to a certain extent, undignified. He wou4d eertainly send it on and tcll theC adian-
Government ·that it was, not the wish of the entire community ; but why did nôt the
deputation send. it themselves ? If it went througli his hands he inust say that it is not -
a Government mea-sure, and that it is sectional in its bearing.

Mr. Nathan urged the wealth and influence of Victoria as a reason why the prayer
shQuld be granted.

Ris Excellency said the Wealth of Victoria was nothing when copnpared with the
xmoney that will be, expnded on the road. .Perhaps it would be better for Canada to
buy the whole thing out and thus overcome the didiounlty.

1 4 desultory conversation ensued as to, the effect the railway would have upon the
colony at large.


