‘strongest artrument the Canadian Mmmtxy cou]d urge wou]d be that they had_been

Iready accepted by Buitish Columbia. Ir amendod every clause would be discussed

gain by Parliament.

_ Mr. Nathan said that the Canadian Government was not asked to Inidge the
traits—it was only asked to gumantee a railway to Nanaimo.

His Excellency—That is a diffevent thing. It is afresh term, if it is not part of
e transcontinental road. Besites, I do not Fhink- indeed, Lam sme—nothmcr furthér
will be granted, I hLave already hada fiat vefusal with vespeel (o an extension of the
a.mntee of the dry dock. The terms, mnow, are bebter than wé bad any right to
pxpect—better than I expected. The true policy would be to accept these terms and be

sonfederated, and then, leave-the natural flow of traflic to determine {he terminus.
#  Dr. Tolmie po,nbed to the vast tracts of Jand lying along the Bute Inlet 1-oute which
ould all be available for seltlement in case thie read came that v way.
His ]*chellency replied that thal was a strong point, Lut no st1pulatlon cou]d ‘bind
fthe company. With respeet to the petition, Le would ruther not be asked to tiansmit, it,
because he would be Lound to say it was not a Governnient measure, and that it was in
he interest of a section and not of the whole colony.,
" Mr. Turner said the petition did not require thie terms to be reopened.
Mr. Nathan thought that the interests of Victoria were the intevests of the’ whole
colony, because tlnee—fcmtns of the gapital and population is centered here, and whatever
Bhonetitted Victoria would benefit the whole colony.
Dr. Tuze said the great -majority of the people were opposed to opcmno' the terms ;
38 but they wanted to secure Wancouver Tsland as the western texminus of the raﬂéva,y—-lts
natm al advantages being in its favor.
" His E‘(cellency the Gaovernor roplied that the Canadian Government unclerstoocfour
natural advantages quite as well— perhzu)s better than we do.- He could not support
this petiton, bemuse it was the prayer of a section. ‘
Mr. Pemberton viiought that as His E,\ccllcm,y had:placed the dcpu’utlon in po'sses-
sion of information that they had mot ]md before, perhaps they had better mthdmw a
few moments for consullation.
. The deputation, then withdrew to an adjoining apartment, and aiter consulf;mg
tooether for about fiftcen minutes returned, when
5 "Mr. Nathan stated that the deputation had arrived at.the conclusion to respectfully
! request His Excellency to send the petition forward on its own memts, and that the
people of Victoria had no wish to hamper the Canadian Government in the terms. Theé
deputation would also ask that an answer be returned before the Legislative Council -
.$hould meet.
Hig Excellency rephe& that he was sure the Canadmn GOVEIIlm(,Du would 1efuse the
request ; but if put in the way just stated, he would forward it and leave the Canadlan .
'(xovemment to form its own-conclusions. A
. Remarks were.anade by-Dr. Tolmie, Mr. Nathan, Mr. Norzis, and Mr. Fell; to t]ie

effect that the people believed it wise to press for the N anaimo road before the consunima- ‘
‘tmnofumon R

His Excellency’ advanced it as his deliberate op1mon that the petition was lost §ime, T

" and, to a certain extent,undignified. He wou}d. certainly send it on and tell the-Canadian— .-
Government -that it was. not the wish of the entire community ; but why did not the -
deputation send it themselves ? If it went through his hands he niust say that it is not -
a Government measure, and that it is sectional in ts bearing: ’

., Mx. Nathan urced the wealth and influence of Victoria as a Teasen. why the pmyer
should be granted.

'His Excellency said the wealth of Victoria twas nothmo when co,;npared with the
money that will be expended on the road. Perhaps it would “ba botter tor Canada to
buy the whole thing out and" thus evercome the difficulty.

A desultory conversatlon ensued as to the eﬁ'ect the railway would have upon the
colony at large , . ) X .
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