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.VEVERAI, Winnipeg clergymený threw themnselves into
'> the Manitoha campaign just about in time to trip)

and fali under "Bob" Rogers' steam roller. Not tînt
this will mnake tlie Ministers sorry tley spoke. This is
one advantage that a Minister who goes into polities has
over the ordinarv citizen-lie feels almost as happy when
lie is beaten as when lie succeeds, for lie possesses the
sublime consciousness of having done his duty. 0f course
it grieves him to see the cause of the righteous forsaken;
but lie himnself, at ail events, did flot forsake it. And the
fact that comparatively few turned ont to be faitîful in
the hour of trial lends an added glory to the few. It
is about a "toss-up" wlether a really sincere Minister of
the Gospel gets more satisfaction out of a magnificent
victory or a heroically-endured defeat under sucli circurn-
stances. In a victory, tlie straiglit and narrow patli is
a trifle crowded. As the young soldier said wlo was
being congratulated on his bravery in a great battle-
"Ves, but there were so many of us."

0f course, thcre are worldly-rninded clergymen wlo
do flot take this view of the matter. They want to win;
and tliey take a riotous joy, that is almnost "lay" in its
abandon, in "beating the other fellows." But I arn talk-
ing of the devoted Minister who always regards himself
as figliting on behlf of the Alrniglty, and wbo believes
that "Cod and one nian are a rnajority," no muatter
wlat the retumning officers may report. But 1 some-
times permit mvself to wonder if a M-vinister ought really
to rneddle with politics. If hie were to look at his
calling as a "business proposition"-which, he 'would
neyer dreain of doing-lie wonild see at once'tliat lie
sliould not get into any dispute whicl mnust deprive hirn
of the "custom" of haif the population. When a Minister
takes sides in a political dispute, lie weakens and pos-
sibly destroys lis influence witli the men who are on tlie
other side of politics. He rnay be rigît ; but tliey do
not think so. The consequence is that lis power to
minister to tliem in matters of the spirit is either lost or
largely curtailed. As far as tliey are concerned, lis use-
fulness is gone.

Now, of course, as a citizen, lie lias every riglit to
take part in politics. I arn not calling that in question,
I arn merely asking wliether lie should take advantage of
this riglit. H1e las soleinnly chosen to devote lis life to
the preadhing of tlie Gospel. H1e las stepped aside froni
the ordinary dusty highway of hurnan competition where
men are jostling ecd other that lie rnay nct as a mem-
ber of the moral ambulance corps and succour the morally
woundcd and carry religions balrn to tlie dying. Tacitly,
lie lias promised to give up everything tX-. vill lamper
hirn as a moral Red Cross knight. "If meat make my
brother to offend, I will eat no flesli while tlie world
standetli." in two words, lie has voluntarily assnrned
the role of a non-combatant in order that lie may go in
and out among the people on his ermand of counsel and
mercy without arousing their suspicion thnt lie rnay le
serving a selfisl and worldly end. Now it cannot be
doubted for a moment that wlien lie allows himsclf to be
drawn into a political affray, lie docs liamper lis cffect-
ivcness asa spiritual and religious guide. 1 arn quite

conscions that lie will say that only in that way can hie
sniitc certain giant evils; but could flot this two-handed
hroadsword side of the 1)attle be Ici t to a special corps
of lay-workers who should bc religions in purpose but
who had flot set themselves apart as spiritual physicians,
clairning the special privileges of a non-combatant ?

We hav e had the opportunity lately in Canada of see-
ing two Shaw plays, the principal roles being carried b)y
two very diflerent actors. "Man and Superman" came
first with Loraine as "John 'Tanner" ;and then wc had
Mr. and Mrs. Forbes-Robertson in "Caesar and Cleo-
patra." The latter, Shaw has classed amongst his
"Plays for Puritans," but the former would hardly bear
such a classification. "let it surely mnust be plain to
anvone that the former was Shaw, while thé latter was
-Pshaw 1"Man and Superman" was written because
Shaw lad it in him and could flot keep it back. I t is
the verv soul of the man laid bare. It is the Truth as
Shaw s'ces it. But "Caesar and Cleopatra" is the effort
of a dramatie Carlyle to caper in a lady's drawing-room
for the pleasing of fastidious superficialities. The wit of
"Man and Superman"-which was rnerely the edge of the
sword-nade people think that Shaw ought to be able to
write a wittv play-"for Puritans"-and they seern to
have cajo]ed hirn into trying it. And hie lias managed to
ket some wit into it, but no soul.

* * *

Loraine was nothing short of a miracle as "John
Tanner." H1e was more than a perfect actor-his under-
standing and presentatîon of the part was almost super-
human. Shaw jýives him long lectures to deliver to poor
"Tavie," and lie delivers tiern withouit once suggesting
that lie is speaking a piece by rote. Vou can see the
man think ont bis reasoning as lie sits on tlie stage.
Contrast this with Forbes-Robertson's wooden recitation
wlen lie first cornes on and apostrophises the Spliinx.
You can see that Robertson is speaking a piece froxu
mernory, and lis recitation would win a prîze at any
scliool closing. Loraine would have obviously thougît
ont lis reflections on first seeing tlie Sphinx as hie stood
there in the moonlit desert. That Robertson is a great
Hamiet, everybody knows ; but when lie cornes to play
a modern drama or to even a rnodernîsed picture of an
ancient event, lie is too mucli the elocutionist and too
little the dliaracter. It was a great thing for Sliaw that
his "Man and Superman" was flot burdened witli a
smootl-voiced lecturer like Forbes-R obertson.
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