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T“G’,hz Bun is mightier than the Stword.”

PHILISTA DEFIANT.
(A Fragmenat of the FKiction of the Fualure,)
CHAMPRR NLIN,

I which Rstheticism, assisted by o Teapol, Is
the Chanse of w 1dicision Betoaven Priemls,

Mys. Vamp's Tigh-Avt boundolr in Sounth
Kensington was arranged and arvayed for the
reception of a visitor, ‘Lhat visitor was Dot
sinda Grig -Mrs, Grig, of Clapham Park—*a
dear eveatwre,” as Mys. Vamp wonld often ve-
mark, ** though quite too awfully ntter Philis-
tine.” :

Mrs, Vamp's houdoir was not a spacions one,
but Lo the asthetie soul the Intense is the Un-
conditioned.  \What Mys. Vamp's houdoir want-
ed in, compass she make up in evockery, of
which she bud n large collection, disposed in
every unlikely and inappropriate position abont
the walls theveof, [For (e Incongrnous and
the Utter are Oue! The pick and pride of this
collection was for the wmoment a ‘Peapot, an
entirely too precions monstrosity in Bloe, a
Thing -say rather an Entity or Presence - to
doat on by day and dréam of by night. ’

Mrs. Vamp, who lind long yenrned 1o divert
her friend Betsinda's ervant feet from the path-
ways of Philistia into the pleasannees of Art's
Eleet, had to-day wrgently summoned her to
ingpect ting fictile Portent, together with a pair
of Japunese idols, n conple of blne-mounldied
hronzes, an etching by Bristler, a drowsy cray-
on sketeh of Simple Simeon, and & vew ludlade
hy Bowdewow, Mrs. Vamp adjusted hev rust-
tinted tresses against the verdigri--lned wall-
paper, twined her seant skirts into right classic
contortions, crooked her elbows, cranked her
knees, threw the needful expressizn of hollow
aghastiiess into her eyes, and had then tinished
her preparutions for the veeeption and conver-
sion of the pretty Philistine hev friend oven
nnto the sefting frrth of two spivithally edible
lily-imanches, Intensely pallid.
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Mis. Vamp reached Lhe Penpot from Six dosk
vetirement, and placed it hetwern the fiwo lily-
branches.

= Well, Sara,” said Mys. Grig, with sewe
stoniness, ** what is that ¢

Mrs. Vam)'s conntenanes expressing nothiv g
niore detinite than a hungey agony of eestatic
ahsorption, Betsinda added..

« Is it one of the thing: they give away at
cheap advertising tea warchouses to every pnr-
chaser of their superior Souchong at two and
eight? i

¢ Na, Betsinda, it is nof 7 was Mes, Vamp's
inarwuronsly reproachftnl vesponse.

«Well,” said Mra, Grigr, with & short langh,
“dit’lonks remykably fike it, only move erack-
ed,’

* Betainda,” Mvs, Vamp retnrned, with o
glare of hollow ycarning, * this is the linished
fietile ineavuntion of the Utter. Tt is the sym-
bo! aud quintessence, quite too consummately
Too, of what that dear Matthew Arnold sweetly
calls ' the etornal and wnseizable Shadow,
Beauty.’ A Tuing to love, to languish over, to
clasp and covertly caress, to yemn intimately
into, to elasdenlly attitndinise avound, to gasp
and eapturonsly groan at, to pat, to pet, to
paint, to perorate abont, to prostrate one's
sonl before, to hug in silence, to worship in
ecompany. In short, as the Supreme Symbol
of the Supmmnal, the ntleriiost utterance of the
unatterable Utter, it is a Thing to Tive up to,
Oh, wy Betsinda, will ygou not. essay to live up
to it ?”

During this touching nddress Mys, Grig ve-
gurded the Tenpot with coldly eritienl disfavor,

* Well,” said she, with dvawlingly deliberate
acerbity, * it's dveadfully evacked, and horribly

ugly, if thal’s what you mean hy Unutterably
Utter and all the rest of it. And, upon my
word, Sara, I think you must indeed be living
up- or down-—-to it. for you seem to get more
decidelly eracked and more utterly ngly every
day.”

Mrs, Vamp went more deeply, darkly, wn.
beautifully sen-greeu, which is the Jisthete's
substilute for a tlush, For a brief spuce she
seemed to he agomisedly wandering in the apivit-
nal Inane.

Then Mrs. Vamp vesnmed :

“Phe Fsthetes, Betsinda- -7

“ Bother the disthetes! ™ =aid Betsinda
Grig.

Myrs, Vamp looked at her with amazement,
ineredulity, and indignation; when Mrs. Grig,
folding her avms in o manner more suggestive
of Madawe Anyol thanof High Art, utteved
these memorial and tremendons words, -+ /
don't helicoe there ape ang suel peogde
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Mem. by Scholiust of the perviod. - -But there
were!  Unlike her celebrated aatitype in cir.
cnmstunces somewhat similar, Mres, Betsinda
Grig had oot hit npon the trath, the Jisthetes
ot unliappily, being, Lke the apoeryphal Mes.
Harris, mere cveatares of the iwagination. [t
is to be supposed eithor that Mg, Grig was
driven into desperate denial by the iterated nr
geneies of Mrs. Vamp, or that she had heen
vending the [ily Qasomeler, a seeplical and
superfine jownal of the time.-- Puneh.

Mo vorr Bver ?

Did you ever know a storekeeper asking for
hiz acconnt who had not a * hill to take np? ™

Did you ever know & lodging hause landiady
who wonld own to bugs ?

Did you ever know s man who did not think
he could poke the tive better than yon conld ?

Did yon ever know a tailor who was not pre-
pared to sell you as good a suit for $20 as the
one yan've got on at $35?

Thraugh all financial pavics the puzzle tiend
remains solvent, =New York News.

You can always tell a ** duck ™ of & honnet by
the way it ** sets.”"---Yonbers Statesmun.

A sevvant girl in love presents a fair pieture
of domestic bliss. -~ tuinen Modern Aryo.

Color-blind---the woman who can't tell when
her husband hasthe < blaes." -« MeGregor News.

Never pnt off till to-moreow going onl to see
the man yon ean sec hetween the acts. - (e,

A nan’s tongue often hetrays hiin, but he can
always count on his fingers. — Yonkers States-
man.

Is snmmer eoming this year? No, not this
your ;. another yewr, New Year- Laoniseille
daurnel,

ATlittle * tally ' ixa dangerons thing. There.
foro deal it out in lurge guantities.— Od ity
Devvick.

Singnlar that when we ave feeling a little
nervous we tly to a stimulant. to nerve ns. — Bos-
ton Tiutes,

A westevn editor wrote nn article on ** Rhu.
Larb,” and the compositor made pi of it. — M-
Creqor News.

The healthiest physician has to pet sick once
in & while to set the pnblic 1 good exmnple. -
Yonkers Stutesman.

A New York policeman has heen promoted
heenuso he eanght & misevable cold one day. -
Philadelphin News.

A eanal diffevs (rom ot things in one vespect
—it is always filled before it ix opened.- -Syra-
cuse Brening Herald.

An Mingis girl has bonght an omnibns line.
Kound to have a ' bus > if she don’t lny up a
cent.—il City Derrick.

Gate posts should be set out firmly. A great
deal may hinge npon them, ag yonr givls grow
np.—New Faven Register.

“I'm just getting my hand in,” said the |

irate feminine as sho clutehed her hushand’s

hair,—New York News,

Cats give the sublimest evidence of faith. In
the midnight serenades vo doubting Thomas is
aver found. - (Hasgow Times.

Woman regards honse-cleaning as a failure |

nnless it gives her a worss back-ache than her
neighbor has, -Stitliter 1wmberman,

An Avkeusas girl refused to mary her lover

mless he preformed some heroic deed. He
eloped with her mother.  sndrew's Bazar,
Oue of the greatest tvials of a young lady’s
life is when she tries to get a half gallon foot
into a guart shoe.— Kit Adams, Modern Aryo,

*¢'There’s no pluce like home,™ repented Mr.
Henpeck, looking at a motto, and he heartily

added.  T'w glad theve isn't.”---Detroit  frev -

Press, .

While « feanale tiddler was playing fora dance
in Colorado her house took fire and burned to
the gronnd.  Like Nero, shetiddled while 't'ome
wis buroing. -- Modern Aryo.

Tn Yonkers, N. Y., cuctumbers are selling for
35 cents apiece.  This exorbitant figure places
cramp, colie, and kindred Inxuries clear out of the
vench of the poor.—Quincy Modern Argo,

We nsed to stand vp in the sehool-room and -

deelaim: + Ten millx make one cent.”” White-
lnw Reid, of the New York Prihune, insists that
 one Mill makes one fortnne.”-— Fulton Tiwmes,

T.etters are very devout. A great many of
them go to Mass every day.-—Phile. News. A
large number of them go direetly from Mass to
Cin, and some straight to Rouen, - Yeaweoh
Strauss,

Jones has got an idea. He suspecta that
Newfoundland was so called because of the New-
foundland dogs that inhabit that country, No-
hady but Jones would ever have made so start.
ling a discovery - Boston Transeript.

‘Phe last faint spark expires, and the ten
aciousindividun? who bravely kept his New Year
resolutions has broken them with the same
hammer that Jattened out his thumhb on the
new parlor cavpet.— Rhinpbaek Gazelte.

A minister preaches on the question * \Vhat
is the Sabbath? ™ Avound here Sabbath is the
day when you lie in Led longer in the morning.
and wrestle with your collar-button until it is
too late to go to church.— Lowell Citizen.

Some one asked Bishop Peck at the vecent
Maine Methodist Episcopal conference, it a
cletggyman ought to run for Congress. The
Bishop thoughtfully veplied,  Yes, yos, when
it is perfectly evident that he ia fit for nothin;
alse.”

“ Let us play we were married,” said little
Tdith, *tand 1 will bring dolly and say, *See
baby, papa.””  * Yes,” veplied Johnny, ¢ and
T will say, * Don’t bother me now, I wantto look
thrvough the paper.””  Children have strange
ideas of grown folks ways, now don’t they ?—
Boston T'ranseripl,

A Sunday-school {eacher in Maine, who has
grown eloyuent in picturing to his pupils the
beauties of Heaven, finally asked: ¢ What
kind of little boys go to Heaven?” Alittle
four-yenr boy held up his hand. *“Well, you
may answer,” said the teacher. ** Dead ones!”
the little fellow shouted.. - B,

Some people ean invent awfal mean slis
When the Jenkine givl was whaling away at th
pinno and pestered the nest door neighbaor, the
next door neighbor came ont on the steps, list:
ened to the noise 2 minute, looked up to the
Jenkins givl's mother who was at the window.
and said, * Got plumbers at work in yoew
honse, haven't yon.” No wonder those fawi
liex don't speak now.— Boston Post,




