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T MISSION: piegle,. ind, bring strong, . Tobust, |
- MISSION FIELD. Obrisrisks characars to i’dar bg]t;l;
o o N A Ta on the degraded whites and on the
TEESOUTH S_E;_AISLANDEBS recent cogwe:t& from heathenism,

. BY COMMANDER DAWSON, R.N.
+The récent retuin’ of: - ILM.S.
Espiegle from the South: Seas re-|
minds us of the; great sncourage-.
ment and aid rendered to:the mis.
gions in the Pacific Tslands by some
of her officers and-crew -during the
four years" crmise. Astthe ship
passed from island to idland, these
sailors associated themselves with
the missionaries, both European

and native, addressing meetiags, |

helping in"the:Bunday-schools, ad-
vocating Temperance, visiting the
day-schools, and identifying them-
gelves thoroughly with all the Chrie-
tian work going on ashore. Inthis
way the man-of:war's men got to
know what the lives of tho mission-
aries and native catechists were
like, the difficulties they have to
encounter far away from Christian
brathren elsewhere, and the meth’
ods they havé to employ to train
up their converts in civilized as
well a8 in Christian usages. The
sailors speak in rapturous terms of
the wonderful change wrought;
upon the islanders, who, in the pre-
sont generation, were depraved
cannibals and guilty of great atro-
cities towards one another. The
Tijians and the Tonga Islanders,
who were thirty yoars ago about
the most brutal in their barbarities,
are described as being now & fine
race ‘of men, morally and physi-
cally. When they were converted
to Chrigt, they had tobe taught the
ordinary docencies of life. But
with the motive-power of love to
God in Christ in their heurts, they
set about willingly learning to build
houses, plant gardens, and make
roads, &c., whilst the schools found
attentive scholars, who can now
read and write better than most
Bnglish people of the last genera-
tion. Young men in the Tonga Is-
lands, whose parents wore savages,
are actually studying the: differen-
tial ahd intei;ral caleulus in a Mis-
sionary Colloge at Tonga, 'This
statoment of the sailors appears
haidly eredible, but they assert that
it is even 80 ; and. speak in high
terms of the'Tonga Islanders, phy-
gically and “morally. The . one
drawback to the picture the sailors
draw of those South Sea Islands to
which the missionaries have gained
access, i8.the presence of degraded
Furopeane. Amongst these latter,
the ofticers and men of the Espregle
exercised & holy and beueficizl in-
fluence, At some: of the Fiji Is-
lands they gave musical entertdin-
ments, to which-they invited the
Furopeans to bring ‘their. drinken.
- friends, a8 they intended to' inter-
lord the songs with Temperance
addresses. The response was more
ready than the sailors had expected:
and they had a decidedly rough
and rowdy evening, but the sailors
were strong and took & fair number
of pledges of Total Abstinence, or-
ganized & local Tem}:erunee Asso-
ciation, and set it firmly agoing
hefore -their shi}) sailed.” What a.
- pity the crows of British ships do
" not..more frequently emulate the

examplo of ‘the seamen of the Es-

Wwhom thiey a1l come=so commonly

ages,
comp
sends out her single-handed Gospel
missionaries to convert the heathen,
ghe sends her thousands of British
sailors' to' debase” and to debauch
them, It is well to know that this
is not always so, but that there are
some - British -seamen worthy of
their Christian name and calling.

- SANTA CRUZ

. The following, which weé' clip
from tHe current nurber of & New
Zioaland Church' paper, may be re-
garded as the latest missionary in-
telligence from that part of the
Pacific where Bishop Patteson and
his young followers lost their lives.
‘We are sure our readers will be in-
terested to learn. what the Church
is'now doing in & region thus con-
secratod by *‘ the blood of the mar-

g H:_ . : ¢

Santa Cruz (sbout 11° §, lat,
166° E. long.) is an island about,
twenty miiles long, and twelve to
fifteen broad. It lies about two

Christoval, .and. . contains several
good: harbors. .After the attack
made on Bishop Patteson’s boat's
crew in 1864, the island was mot
visited by the Missionaries until
1880, when Bishop Selwyn landed,
near. the place where Commodore
g‘roodeno'ugh was shot. There is a

ouble range- of hills running from
east to westnearly the who]e%ength
qf the island, from the summit of
which is obtained . & good view of
the Reef Islands and Nukapu, the
geone of Bishop Patteson’s death.
Last year, on arriving ot Santa
Cruz, I found all going on satisfac-
torily, and. the attendance at school
good. 'On’ departing I left word
with the chief that we ought to
have a new school-house, as the old
ne would hardiy hold our increas-
ing numbers. ' I was much pleased
this year to find- that this had heen
built, also that & new and larger
dwelling-house had been put up for
me. Although I was only able to
remain at Santa Cruz for five weeks
this time, I wag able to visit almost
round the island, and call at the
different villages where I am
known. At one. place I heard a
very interesting’story, which was
this:—From twenty-five to thirty
years; ago, & boat, containing one
white ‘man éalled Tommy, three
black men, ahd a' boy, was blowa
away from. Tonga. After bein
about ;fox'EyJ days on the sea, they
srrived at Veéia Cruz (about 1,200
miles) . and .landed. There they
lived for many, years, and were
well oared for. The only one of
these now remaining is the boy,
now..a. man of - about  thirty-five
yoars of ‘ago. He is married to -a
Sante’' Cruz Wwoman, has . his. own

outward appesrance, & native of
the island. - I"have had applics-
tions for teachors from no less than
six villages, but as yet am unable’

to supply them. "In the, earlier
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men got such a very bad name for
ferocity that boys from other is-
lands seem afraid or unwilling to
go to them; doubtless in & few
years: inore this feeling will be
overcome, Samuel Russell Gede,
however, & native of -San Christo-
val, has now been -two years with
me at.Sants Cruz, and intends to
live there.” INatei, our chief man
in Santa Cruz, shortly before I left,
gave a feast in ‘honor of their
“gpirits.” . It was held in a large
house called *ma duka,” or spirit
house, in the centre of which are
six carved upright posts let into
the ground. They are about five
feet in height, These are hung .all
over with native money and color-
od: leaves. The ceremonies com-
menced by some twenty men danc-
ing round and round the carved
uprights, at the same time clapping
their hands and shouting, keeping
the most perfect time, This went
on from: two to three hours, accord-
ing to the staying powers of the
doncers. When they could dance
no longer, they all sat down in a
circle, and large bowls of food were
brought in .and presented to the
carved pogts in the centre, After
the bowls had.stood about balf a
minute . before these, one of the
dancers said, “ Why don't they eat
it?” Another said, *“ They must
be sick, 80 we will eat it ourselves,”

moments.ate it all up. A repeti-

days; as one set of dancevs tired,
another came on to replace them,
As far.as I can make out, they
have no fear of these spirits ; and
the whole ceremony seemed to me
to be gone through chiefly with a
view to the dancing and feasting.
I was.very fortunate in bging able

onee in ‘four or five years, There
are now fourteen Santa Cruz boys
-at Norfolk Island, all of whom are
most promising and doing well.
Five ot them are now baptized.

578, 880

days of the Mission, Santa Cruz |’
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