Avcusr 18, 1870.

KING WILLIAM 1. OF PRUSSIA,

KING WILLIAM 1 0F PRUSSIA

Winniax 1. oy Prussia, under whow Goer-
muny Las for the tirst time caught a gliipoe
of the much-desired unification, recms ads
nambly fitted for the dutivs which sueh o
Charge by npon him, With o reputation for
struightforward honesty and a cortain hearty
Lluftnesy of manner, blessed with common
senge, if not brilliant genius, o tenneity of
;.ur[n-':sv. and the ilitary instinets of his
rucy, he finds his fitting place oy ruler of the
grual German nation, which, notwithsiand-
ini the proverbial mystitication we are ae-
(ustomed to attribute to the German inind,
is an cminently practical one,  The King is
not the mnn to plan great changes—that s
left to other and sultler minds; bot as the
representative  monarch and  the doer of
deeds, not the thinker of thoughts, the
movemmt of German nativnnlity coulid have
had no better Teader.

King Willinin, who was brother to the ate
King, was the son of Frederick William 111,
nad was born March 22, 1707, He entensd

the army, and took part in the campaigns of

1512 and 1815, which closd the period of
war, and until the vear of Nevolutions he
bhad no opportunity of distinguishing him-
gelf o netive servive 1845 found hiny aet-
tug as Governor of Pomeranin, atsl in ennses
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quence of the Revolution Lic wus obligad o
take refuge in England, although not for
long, for bLeing clected as a member of the
Constituent Assembly in the May of that
vear, he returned to Berlin and took his seat
in the Chamber, June 8, 1348, The story of
ihe Prussian Revolution is an oft-told fale,
and need not be repeated hiere—the house of
Hobengollern was  not  overthrown, and
Prince William was in 1849 nominated Com-
wander-in-Chief of the Prussian army acting
against the Revolutionary forces in Baden.
In 1838 the Prince was appointed Regent’
in consequence of his brother's mind giving
way, and in 1361 he succeeded to the throne,
under the title of William 1. It was on the
occasion of his coronation that he ass:rted
s strongly the doctrine of the Divine Right
of Kings, his adherence to which, it is said,
stom] sericusty in the way of His Ministers’
selivtnes a8 regarded Hanover,  As a prinee
tiwe subject of our memeoir had b en known
for hix liberal principles, but as a king he
apparently favoured a policy of another ten-
dency. A contest, of which the army organ-
isetion was the sulj oty arose between the
throne, as representod by M. von Bismarck,
and the Chamber of Deputies: for the time
constitntionn’ governin - nt was utterly disre-
warded by the high-handod Minister ; there
was mnch bitterness of feceling, hostile vote
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