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ADVENTURES

—OF A =

STOCK BROKERS GLERK.

BY A. CONAN DOYLE.

My friend, Sherlock Holmes, the
deteotivy, came to mo onv worning
aftor bronkfast and said he had a par-
tioularly interesting case which ho
thought I would liko to follow with
him. I was delighted.

¢ What ia tho cago 2" I asked.

“You ghall hear it all in the train,
My client is outside in a four wheeler.
Qan you come at onco 1"’

In an instant I joned Holmes upon
the doorstep.

¢ This genileman in the oab 13 my
olient, Mr, IHali Pyoroft,” said he,
 Allow me to introduce iou to him.,
Whip your horse up, cabby, for we
hayo only just time to catoh our train,”

It was not until we were in a first-
olass carriago, and well started upon
our journey to DBirmingham, that I
was atlo to learn what the trouble
was which had driven lim to Sher-
lock Holmes,

“We have a clear run here of sev-
enty minutes,” iolmes remarked, «I
want you, Mr, Uall Pyeroft, to toll
my friond your very imteresting ex-
perience exacily as you have told it to
me, or with more detail, if possible.”

Our young companion looked at me
with a twinkle in his eye.

¢ Tho worst of the story is,” said
he, * that I show myself up as such a
confounded fool.

I uged to have a bitlet at Coxon &
‘Woodhouse of Drapers’ Gardens, but
they were lot in carly in the spring
through the Venczuelan loan, as no
doubt you remember, and came a
nasty cropper. I had been with them
five years, and old Coxon gave mo a
ripping good testimonial when the
smagh came ; but, of courge, wo clerks
wero all turned adrift, tho twenty-
seven of us, I came here and tried
there, but thero wore many other
chaps on the same lay as myself and
it was a perfect frost for a long time.

¢ At last 1 saw a vacancy at Maw-
son & Williams', the great stock brok-
ing firm in Lombard street, I dare-
say E. C. is not much in your line,
but T can teil you that i3 about the
richest house in London. The ad-
vortisoment was to bo answered by
letior only. Isentin n v testimonial
and application, but without the least
hope of getting it. Back came an
answer by return saying that if T
would appear next Monday I might
tako over my new duties at once, pro-
vided that my appearance was satis-
factory,

« And now I come to the queer part
of the business. I was in diggings
out Hempstead way—No. 17 Potter's
terrace was the address. Well, I was
sitting doing a smoke that very even-
ing aftor I had been promised the
appeintment, when up came my land-
Iady with a2 card, which had ¢ Arthur
Pinner, financial agent,’ printed upon
it. Ihad never heard the name be-
fore and could not imagine what he
wanted with me, but of course I asked
her to show him up. In ho walked—
a middle aged, dark-haired, dark.eyed,
black-bearded mar. He had a brisk
kind of way with him and spoke
sharply, like a man who know the
value of time,

“¢«Mr. Hall Pycroft, I bolieve?’
aaid he.

¢ *Yes, sir,' I answered, und pushed
a chair towards him,

“««Lately engaged at Coxon & Wood-
house’s ¥

* ¢ Yeg, sir.’

“¢And now on the staff of Maw-
son's "

+¢ ¢ Quite so0.’

“ «Well,’ said he,  the fact is that
1 have heard some really extraordinary
stories about your financial ability.
You remember Packer who used to be
Coxon's manager? He can nevor
say enough about it, You are very
nmuch too good to be a olerk at Maw-
son's.’

“ This outburst rather astonished
me, as you can think, ¢Well, said I,
‘other people don't think quite go
much of me as you seem to do, afr.
Pinner. I had a hard fight to got
this berth, and 1 am vory glad to have
it

«¢Poch, man, you should soar
above it. You are not in your true
sphere. Now I'll tell you how it
stands with me. What I uave to
offer is little enough when measured
by your sbility, but when compared
with Mawson’s it is light to dark.
Let mo seel When do you go to
Mawson’s 2

¢« On Monday.’

“sHal hal I think I would risk a
little asporting flutter that you don't
go there at all.’

“ «Not go to Mawson's 9

“¢No, sir. By that day you will
be the buginess manager of the Franco-
Midland Hardware Company, Limited,
with 184 branches in the towns and
villages of France, not couniing ono
in Brussels and one in San Remo.’

*“Thig took my breath away. I
never héard of it,” said I.

“¢Very likely mot. It has been
kept very quiet, for the capital was all
privately subscribed, and it is too good
a thing to let the publio into. My
brother, Harry Pinner, is promoter,
and joins the board after allotrent as
managing director. He knew that I

wag in the swim down here, and he
asked mo to pick up a good 1an cheap
—a young, pushing man, with plonty
of anap about him. Parker spoke of
you, and_that brought me hero to-
night We can only offer you a bog-
gorly £500 to start with—"

' Pive hundeed pounds o year! 1
snouted,

“¢0nly that at tho beginning, but
you are to have an overriding com-
mission of 1 per cent. on all business
done by your agents, and you may
take my word for it that this will
come to more than your aalavy.’

«+But I know nethuag abont hard-
ware.
= +Tut, my boy, you know about
figures®

“ My head buszed, and I conid
hardly sit still in my chair. But
suddenly a little ohill of doubt came
over mo.

“+Imust bo frank with you, said
L. ‘Mawson only gives me £200,
but Mawson ig safe. Now, really, I
klnow g0 littlo about your company
that—'

¢ Ah, smart, smart !’ he oried in a
kind of eostaoy of delight, *You are
the very man for us. You are not to
be talked over, and quite right too.
Now, here's a note for £100, and if
you think that we can do business you
may just slip it in your pocket asan
advance upon yovr salary.’

+«¢Phat ig very handsome,’ said [.
* When should I take over my new
duties ?'

1 t

prowigos lagt week, Corao up with
me and wo will talk tho matter over.”

= [ followed him up to the top of a
vory lofty stairs, and thore, right
under the slates, where a couple of
ompty and dusty little rooms, uncar-

cted and unourtained, into which he
od me, I had thought of a great
office with shining tablea and rows of
oleks such as 1 was used to, and I
dare sey I atarod rather straight at
the two deal chaira and one little table
whioh, with a ledger and & waste
papor basket, make up the whole
furniture.

‘"1)on'tbodialmartened‘l\lx‘.I’,vomfz,'
said my new acquaintancs, seeing the
longth of my faco. *Iomo was not
built in a day,’ and wo Lave lots of
money at our backs, though we don’t
out muck dash yet in oflices, Pray
sit down and lot mo have your lotter,

“1 gave it to him and ho read it
over vory cavefully,

* You seom to have made a vast im-
pression upon my brother Arthur,’
said he,’ and I know that ho is a
protty shrewd judge, llo swears by
London, you know, and I by Birming-
ham, but this time I shall follow his
advico. Pray consider yourself do-
finitely engaged,’

“* What are my duties?’ I asked.

“+You will eventually manage the
greut dopot in Parig, whioh will pour
a flood of English evookery into the
shops of 181 agents in France, The
purchase will be completed in a week,
x'\)ryl meanwhile you will remain in

Do in Bi g w at
1, said ho. “I have a noto in my
pocket here which you wilt take to my
brother, You will find him at 1268,
Corporationstreot, whorethe temporary
offices of the company are situated.
Of course he must confirm your on-
gngomenb, but between ourselvesit will

0 all right.*

++ Really, I hardly known how to
express my gratitude, Mr. Pinner,’
said L

+« Nob at ail, my boy. You have
only got your deserts. There axo one
or two small things—mere formalitics
—whioh I must arrange with you.
You have a_bit of paper beside you
there. Kindly write upon it, ¢ I am
perfectly willing to actas the business
manager to the Franco-Midland Hard-
ware Company, Limited, at a minimum
salary of £500.”’

« I did as he asked, and he put the
paper in his pocket.

“¢There 15 ono other detail,’ said
he, * What do you intend to do about
Mawson's. I had forgotten all about
Mawson's in my joy.

s ¢ I'll writo and resign,’ said I.

‘¢ ¢ Procigely what I don’t want you
to do. Ihada row over you with
Mawson's manager. I had gone up
to ask him about you and he was very
offensive—accused me of coaxing you
away from the service of the firm, and
that sort of thing. Atlast I fairly
lost my temper. * If you want good
men you should pay them a good
prico,” said L. “He would rather
have our small price than your big
one,” said he. *T'll lay you a fiver,”
said I, ¢ that whon he has my offer
you will never so much as hear from
himagain.” ¢ Done " said he, * We
picked him out of the gutter, and ho
won't leave us so eagily.” Those were
his very last words.’

¢ + The impudentacoundrel ' I exied,
¢ I've never 8o much agseen him in my
life. Why should I consider liim in
any way? I shall certainly not write
if you would rather that L didn’t,

“¢QGood! that's a promise!" gaid
he, rising from his chair, Waell, I
am delighted to have gotso good a
wan for my brother. Here is your ad-
vance of £100 and here is the letter,
Make a nots of tho address, 126B Cor-
poration sttreet, and remember that 1
o'clock ¢ is your appointment
Good night, and may you have all the
fortune that you deserve.”

“ That's just about all that passed
between us as near as I can remember
it. You can imagine, {Dr, Watson,
how pleased I was at such an extra-~
ordinary bit of good fortune. I sat
up half the night hugging myself over
it, and the next day I was off o
Birmingham in a tramn that would take
me in plenty of time for my appoint.
ment. I took my things to a hotel
in New street, and then I mado my
way to tho address which had been
given me.

«It was a quarter of an hour before
my time, but I thought that would
make no difference, One hundred and
twenty-six B was a passage between
two large shops, which led to a wind-
ing stone stair, from which there were
many flats lot as offices to companies
of professional men. The names of
the occupants were painted up at tho
bottom on the wall, but thero was no
such name as the Franco-Midland
Hardware Company, Limited, I stood
for a fow minutes with my heart in
my boots, wondering whether the
whole thing was an elaborate hoax or
not, when up came a man and addross-
ed me. He wag very like the chap I
had seen tne night before, the same
figure and voice, but he was clean
shaven, and his hair was lighter,

“tAre you Mr, Hall Pycroft ?” he
agked.

¢ ¢Yos,” said I.

“«Ah! I was expeoting you, but
you are a {rifle before your time. I
bad & note from my brother this
morning, in which he sang your
Ppraises very loudly.

I was just looking for the offices
when you came.’

+ “We had not got our name up yet,
for we only secured these temporary

gham and make yours:1f useful.’

«“* Ilow

« For answor ho took u big red book
out of a drawer. ¢ This is a direotory
of Parig,’ ho said, * with the trades
after the names of the people. I want
you to take it itome with you and to
mark off all the hardware sellers with
their addresses. It would be of the
greatest use’to me to have thom.’

“ + Surely there avo olassified lists '
I suggested.

‘¢ Not reliablo ones. Their sys-
tors is different to ours. Stick at'it,
and let mo have the lists by Monday
at 12, Good day. Mr. Pyeroft ; if you
continue to show zeal and intelligence
you will find the company a good
master.’

I wont back to the hotel with the
big book under my arm and with very
conflicting foelings in my breast. On
the one hand I was dofinitely engaged,
and had £100 in my pocket. On the
other, the look of the offices, the
absonce of name on the wall, and
other of the points which would strike
a business man, had loft a bad impres-
sion ag to the position of 1y employ-
ors. However, como what might, I
had my money, so I sottled down to
my task. All'Sunday I was kept hard
at work, and yet by Monday I had
only got as far as H, I went round
to my cmployer, found him in the
same dismantled kind of room, and
wag told to keep at it until Wednesday
and then como again.  On Wednesday
it was still unfinished, so I hammered
awap until Friday—that 1s, yesterday.
Then I brought it round to Mr. Harry
Pinner.

* ¢ Thank you very much,’ said he.
¢ I fear that T undorrated the diffioulty
of the task. This list will be of very
material assistance to me.!

« ¢ It took me some time,' gaid I.

* ¢And now,’ gaid he, * I want you
to make a list of the furniture shops,
for thoy all sell zrockery.”

« ¢ Yery good.'

“ *And you can come up to-morrow

evening at 7 and let me know how you
are getting on. Don't overwork your-
solf. A couple of hours at Day's
Music Hall in the evening would do
{ou no_harm after your labors’ He
aughed as he spoke, and [ saw with a
thrill that his second tooth upon the
left hand side had been very badly
stuffed with gold.”

Sherlock Holmes rubbed his hands
with delight, and I stared in astonish-
ment at our client.

¢ You way well look swrprised, Dr.
‘Watson, but it is this way,” said he.
“ When I was speaking to the other
chap in London, at the time that he
laughed at my not going to Mawson’s,
I happened to notice that his tooth
was stuffed in this very idéntical
faghion. The glint of the gold in
each case caught my eye, you see.
When I put that with the voice and
figure being the same, and only those
things altered which might be changed
by a razor or & wig, I could not doubt
that it wag the same man. Of course,
you expect two brothers to bo alike,
but not that they should have the
samo tooth stuffed in the same way.
He bowed me out and I found myself
in the street, hardly knowing whether
I was on myhead or my heels. Back
I went to my hotel, put my hesd in a
basin of cold water and tried to think
it out. \Why had he sent me from
London to Birmingham ¢ why had he
got there vefore me ? and why had he
written a letter from himself to him-
self 2 It was altogother too much for
me, and I could make no sense of it.
And then suddenly it struck me that
what was dark to me might be very
light to Mr. Sherlock Holines. I had
just time to get up to town by the
night train to see him this morning
and to bring you back with me to
Birmingham.”

There was a pause after the stock
broker’s olerk had continued his sur-
prising experience. Then Sherlock
Holmes cocked his eyo at me, leaning
back on the cushions with a pleased
and yet oritical face, like a connoisseur
who had just taken his first sip of a
Comzet vintage,

+ Jtathor fine, \atgon, ig 't non 2’
said le, **There are powis n it
whioh pleage me. I think you will
agreo with mo that an terview with
My, Avthur Harry Piones i the tem-
porary offices of the Franco-Midland
Hardwaro Company, Limited, wonld
bo a rathor interesting oxperieace for
both of ua.”

 But how can wo do 1t 2" I asked.

*Oh, casily onough,” said Hall
Pyaroft cheerily, * Youare two friends
of mine who aro in want of a billet,
and what could be more natural than
I should bring you round to tho man-
aging dircotor.’

“Quieso! Of course I said Hi-
mesg, 1 ghould hke to have a look
al the gentloman and see if Tcan make
anything of his littio game, What
qualities have you, my friend, which
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TORONTO.
MOMEY TO LOAN.
5, McCaor

T Tarrr
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would make your services so bl
Or ig it possible that-—** he began bit-
ing his nmls and staring blackly out
of the wmdow, and we hardly drow
another word from him until we were
in Now streot.

“ That's he walking ahead of us
thero,”

e pointed to a amallish, blondo,
well-dressed man, who was bustling
along the other side of the rond. As
we watched him he looked across at &
boy who was bawhng out latest edition
of the ovening paper, and, running
over among the cabs and ’buses, he
bought one from him. Then, clutoh-
ing 1t in his band, he vanished through
the doorway.
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H, I\ FENWICK, Dighy, N. S,

“I have used Ayer's Halr Vigor
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Ayer’s Pills cure Sick Headaches

“TORONTO POSTAL GUIDE—Dauring

the month of July, 1895, mails
olose and are due as follows:
Cro-«t.

a.m, p.m,

Doz,
a.m, pum,

+++7.20 3.3512,50pm 9.30
Ruviererniies7.00 3.00 12,35pm 8.50

W, P sam. pom,
12,10 9.00 2.00

2.00 7.60
6.30 4.00 1045 8.30
9.30

G W.Roeeiens

am, p.n‘n. am, pam,

6.30 12,10n:5,00 5.45
U 8. N. Yeeaaon 4.08 2.35pm10.50

630 1210 9.00
U.S.West'nStates 4.00 8.30

9.30

" FOY & KELLY,

Borrigters, Soilicitors, &,
OFFICES
Home Savings and Loan CoJs Bnild
Ings, 80 Church Street, Toronto.
J.3.FOY, Q.C. L. T, KELLY

WILLOUGHBY, CAMERON & LEE,
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St. Leon
Mineral W ater.

Positively cures Rheuma.
tism, Dyspepsia, Bilions.
ness and all discases arising
from sluggish action of the
bowels, Kidnova or liver,
Every prominent physic
inn recommonds this Wator.
Write for expert testimony.

St. Leon Mineral Water Co., Lid,
Head Oftee, King St. W., Toronto.
Alldeaters,

St. Jerome’s Gollege,

.. BERLIN, ONT..

Complcte Classical, Philosophical and
Commeccial courses, and Shorthand and
Typowriting, Terms, including all neces:
sary oxpenses, cxcept for books, §141 per
aunnm,

Tor furthor particulars addross,

Rev. Theo, Spetz, CR,D D.,
President,
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The Catholic Klmanac for Onta.
rio is now to be had from the OfMce
of the Catholia Register, mailed on
roosipt of price, 35 cents,

FOR TWENTY-FIVE YEARY
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CLOSE PRICES AND GOOD WORK,
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Bookbinders Machinory and Supplics, Relle! Stamp.
O et Besming 2t L Liobh, ooty Diciges
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AND

BROOMS.

" @he Register
Book and Job Printing

DEPARTMENT:

Every Desoription of Work Neatly
Dxeouted.
Orders by Mail prompily atlended o,

Tho®. . Willams &Sens (o

LoD,
i "\NL‘::::[‘.‘PHS‘ OF
Church Pipe Organs
and Fine Pianos.
INSPEGTION INYITED,
CATALOGUES FREE,

The . & Willians & Sons Co, L.

143 YONGE ST., TORONTO,

BRANCIH&S—Lendon, Hamiiton, $t,
Thomas, Chatham, B.antford, Otta-
w1, Kingston, Brockville,

CUTLERY.

FULL LINES IN
Joseph Rodgers & Sons,
Geo. Butlers & Co's.

“MADRAS"

TABLE AND PCOKET CUTLERY

RICE LEWIS & SON,

(LIMITED,)
Cor, King & Yiotoria Sts,, Toronto

WESTERN
Assurance Gompany.

INCORPORATED 1851,

OAPITAL, - - 2,000,000,

Fire and Marine.
Heacl Office, Toronto, Ont,

PRESIDBNT 1,
Gao. A. Cox, Esq.

DIRECTORS

‘ ¥ICE-PRESIDENT
J. J. KENNY,

Hon, 8. 0. Wood. W. R. Brock, Eaq.
Geo. McMurrich, Esq. Geo.R_R.Cookburn,M.Py
Rt Bestys B S teiod Direch
o) 3 anaging Director
7" 66 Foster, Secretare e
SOLICITORS.

Meaars, McCarthy, Oslez, Hoskin and Creelman.
Insurances effected at fhe loweat current rates on
%ﬂl:ln , Merchandizo, and othor property, sgatost

 duaage by ite,

On Hull, Argg, and Frelght sgalnat the perila of
Inland Navigation,

On cargo Riske with the Maritime Provinces, by
nall or steam,

On Cargoes by steamer to British Ports:

Wm. A. Lee & Son,

GENERAL AGENTS,
10. ADELAIDE ST. EAST.
Telephones 592 & 2075.

Star Lite Assuranca Socaty

OF ENGLAND,
ESTABLISHED 1843,

FEATURES.

1 Exery description of Life Asturance business.
2, World-wide Pollcles,
3. Fair rates,

4, Targe and increasing Bonuses, constituting the
Soclety’s Policies a first-class investrent,

RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED

3. FRITH JEFFERS,
Secretary for Canada
Mead offce for Canada, 29 Richmond Street West,
Toronto.

THE TENPERANCE AND
General Lifs Assurance Co.

OFFERS THE
Best Plans and Rates
And the Most
Desirable Forms of

Life Insurance Obtaiuable,

For desired inforination apply toan Agen,
of the Company or to the Menager,

H. SUTHERLAND,
Manager,
HON. G. W. k0SS,
dent,
Hxap Orriox : Manning Arcade, Toronto

RECIPE.
For Making a Dellcious MHealth Drink
at Small Cost.

Adam's Reot Beor Extract-
s‘lelwhmm‘s Yeay

ne Pottle
alf a cake

water. H
Dissols e tho sugar and yesst in tae water, dd tho
oxtract, and bottle : place In w warm place for tweuty-
four hours until 1t ferments, then place L u ice, wheén
1t will open spashilng and delicious,

Tho root beor can bo obtained in ali drug and
Rrooery stores in 10 and 25 cent bottles, to make two
and five gallons.

THE LARGEST ESTABLISHMENT MANUFACTURING

CHIMESand
GHURGH RELLS. Exs,

Mentany HELL FOUNDRY, FALITRORE, ¥p.

Notices of Births, Marriages
and Deaths Intended for Catholi
Readers should bs made in THE
REGISTER. 80 cents per Inser-

Write for Prices or Telephone 489.

tion.




