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ii.itice% ivith otler PoworH. Iler pi'c.omiilt
position -.111ong tho nationg of the eartix rel-
ders hier a necessarv (tligh îîîînillilig) pi
t'O evci* question wliieli ilumy ari.se liecn
ile nitiotis of tue Contimieuît. 'Ihere is ne
region cf the cartx where lier sceptre is muaI
feît, anci ne patîx ut' the occan whcrc lier flhg
£% net seen. A war caiuiot spring upl on tie
'Continent cf Rjurope, ini tlie% iFsue cf %% hiei
'shie bas nat a direct or indirect interest. 'Tie
-langerons ambition of a singla <lespot iii the

odworld lias conuiciiled lier, witliî a icent
e riodi, ta incrûase, ta an unpnrailelod extent,
or means cf soif-dofance. A vohrntccr force.

len6.istiing- cf about ail the naniy strengtiî of'
'the nation, liai;, within a fe,,v voars, sprun
izuto existence. Fortifications cf an iiînpro-vcd
'kinci, and cox a grand seule, have beeu plain-
ned, andi are ia pracess of coîîstrtictioiî. Th'ie

nmilitarv' force has beau iargeiy, augmnnited,
=xd tho îîavy lias ixcen oiutirely re-niodelîci,
-and, ut the sanie time, sti'eimgtiiec to gigami-
't!c propîortions. Ail tiiose heavy anti exponi-
,Rive prepariiiomis have beau miade boceezi
the sigas cf the tinies portondeti a terrible
'-ptruggcial, the consequences cf wlîicli, ta the
'part>' unprepared, would be niaiomîi <isaster
%nd disgrace, wvhicli centuries cf prosperity
'tnight not %Yholly î'epair-for tiere ara ovils
*whicii oveî'v froc-hem îpeople omîglit ta regard
un greatar tlian tihe cvil cf war itself. But; if
'Great Britain bas litiierto cscapod beiiig
fored fito liostilitios ini tho Oid WVorld, it

*.eeunedl more tixan liliel>, w%%ithin a very'receuît
-date, that slie woudd ho dra-tvi into a conflict
mn the Newv. Thxe fratricidal ooîme. which,
bhas beeîî raging iin Amorica lias inflanued ta
madness the passionis cf thxe coiabatants, andi
t. single spark Promn that furnace soanied 011
the point of setting the wiuole world on fire.
Buît, ia Ille goati providence cf Goi, the
danger was averted . Theo sword, half-drawn,
*was*'eturmned ta the scabbnrd. Takiug all
tluese afrouinstapoas intu consideratioui, 'hava
,we net siigular cause cf thaiîkfiness to tiîE
%lvereign Controlier cf ail events for the
blessoti penc whbich, at tiuis moment reigns
throughout ail tiis land? WVcara accustonu-
ed ta attribute much cf our national securit>'

mdprospcritv ta theo prudenut and enligbhteuî-
'ed poiicy cf aur riors; andi wu have cause
ta thank Gai, that, ia porfîcus timos, Ho bas
piantoti round the tbrone in of patriotia
-virtue and cansummnate wistioin. Yet the
Wfsost statesmnxoî are tha readfcst ta acknow-
Ictige, tiîat, of tha mnarch cf great events
vbf cl decide thîe destin>' cf nations, the bu-
man m'ind e-n prediot but littia. Oftcn ive
oc from histary, past and present, that the
subticat sahemnos cf tie înest far-roachfniig
intellects ara canfoundeti in a moment bv the

1'movomont cf an armi suddeniy stretcheti from
behinti the cloud,

",4 And that shoîîld tenech u.q
Tliere'.î a Diviui.y that shapes <ur ends
Rotigli-hetv theni ltotW IVO %WiI."

Uot uia trac aur present peace andi happi-
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îîoss, thon, ta its true ;oturre, the overrnXni I
providenxce of God, ulid lift our liecarti to 1 fila
in a:îîcerc gratitude for the rinigular fiiuup
Ife bas lijtherto hestoxi cd uprl liq.

Aiffd herv, againi, as in the fôrnier case, wo
shîîii. testity cuir takf ine' îost effeetll.11y
h, tlhe rukide ',pu se (- iii le'î"r) e,/<* ou"vnduri.
'fo show thut %ve rire truiv gzrrtceful fur th:e

bl~i~~of reace. let us exrhibit towards vach
other a ye:. ceeie and CIist-ike dlisp)oiQ.
If' we p)rofesg to ho the foliowoc s of Christ.
let lis îot florg-eL that Ilis gloricuns andi cha.
racteristie titie is the -1l'rinvc of Peace." TIhq
bnirthen otf that raîpturous aong which hurêt
froîin the hasts of hetaven over the starry
plainîs uof Becthlehem, piciliming Ilis ad vent,
Wn.IS 41 Pence on eauth - good-wiil towvardaâ
monl." Ami the parting accents ini îhich
He bade l'areweil a Ilis choson disciples
lyhen about to fvtda roml thoni '11U
bodily presence and asccnd ta tho throne of
Ris giory. wvere, IlPoaco I bave with you,
mly p caca 1 givo uliti yOU."

T' icro woul d ho no war botwecn nations If
thoere were ixo war hoetwecn individuais, and
thora wouid bo ne wvar betweon individuali
if tic spirit of Christ wero in evcry heart.
Pride, ambition, jealousy, avarice, and re.
venge, thoese arc the lbitter' roots out of which
lias sprumîg ail the strife that has scverod the
tics of' faniiv and friendship. and ail the warài
that have dosolated the wvorld.

Mlay God imprcss theso trutha upon ou.'
hearts, and ta H-is naine ho theo praiso Ameni
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Sketches froma Churoli Uistory.
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St. Columbit and the Oid Ceitia Vards,

1- a former No. of the Record, wve noticed
the inifluence of the ])ruidieal Prieste as a for.
imidablo obstacle to the progress of the Truth,
as taught. by St. Colunmba and his associates.
lot thora wvas another ciass of mou-a dis-
tiliet andi poiwerfùl order-whoso influence for
good andi evil was scarcely inferior even te
that; of the boathen priests, viz.: the aid Cel-
tic Bards. llumanly speaking, the succese cf
the grat Saottishi Apostie wouid depenti very
niucli,intleed, upon the roception whiah await-
eti hiniseif and his doctrine amnong this popu-
lar and paoveful ordor of men. And va
gladly notice this littie episode ini the life of
aur Chrii8ti-an Haerc, becairse we think it ia-
volves an important picipie wvhieh lias too
often beon dlisreg;ardod, and espeeiaIiy, ince
it proves that St. Columba vas not only u
zealous Christiani, but a .cise ona,

In every ago (at ienst, we suppose, froin the
days of .Jubal), the paw.ýer ofrmusie-vocai, as
Nvell ns histruinntal-has been fait and ac.
knowiedged. The poat, %vith bis simple lav,
may toueh a chord ini the human beart, whiciý
the eloquene cf the orator anid the -nisdom.


