
it. Tiiere are meni ii the world, 1 fear, w~ho, no~ iatter lîow happy
and prosperous the atliuirs of their life inay be, niever look up wvith
one lîonest sentiment of praise to Gort. Repcaig- %'-le creed, per-
haps, attendingy the services of the sanct.uary, %vell affl-'ted towardis
Christian wvork, they aire neverflheless living in a practical atheis;i
more dark and hopless tlan tlîat of the poor heatheii before his
idols of wood and stone. May the nierey of the Father whioii w.e
so often furget, deliver us froin falling into suchi a state as that

But how shahl wc w'ho do behieve in thanksgiving dleterniiie
the lawv of iks exercie, if we think iL toe inuch to accept, the injuniie-
tien of the apostie ? he nost commnon inethod is simnply to inake
appeal te our owni feelings. Thr are thousands of grood men, I
ain sure, wvho tlîink thwniiselves quitejusLiticd in dividingr their lives
into two parts-the part that gramibles and the,, part that griveS
praise. Wc lizix better look lionestly iute this imaLter and dlqtuire
whether w-e have net procceded on sonie such principle ourselves.
Let us suppose that, everythîng is going well iii our business or mt
our famiily, thiat w~e have enjoyed what wouilf beý cahled a fortunate
sme3on iu ail our alitirs, it is riot difficuit thien to inidulge in thiaik!s-
giving or at least to imîagine that wvc are, doing so. Thiere is a kii
of glov w'hich cvcrv one feels under circuinstantes sticli as thie:se
unless lie is a stranger to humaîîii einotions altogethier. Bnt let lis
suppose on the othier hiand Llîat our affiuirs hiave not been prosperous.
thiat thie harvcst lias benî puer, or tradle dull, or hecalth feeble, cw
the home broken by dleath. Ahi! then it doies not seem so easy to
exercise thanksgivin,ý. If wca.re Ieokingr only upon the surface of
things, wic nay even becgin to tiksk what occasion there is for it.
Does the apostie miean te, tell nie that I ain still to give th<mk-tls
thoughi imy business is bankrupt, though nîy heart is sad, thougla
the loved eue of xny life is genie awvay, and %wihl veLum ne more
Yes, thiat is just, whiat hoe nieans, and blcssed is the iniami %vlio under-
sta.nds hlmii

Even if we- doii't quite uudlersbuaîd lîlîmi yet, 1f thiuk %ve inust
fuel 1hat there is somietliingr defective in gauging our thanksgiving
siniply by the course of circunisbinee. ifs it not a rather selfiNh
iniethod of proceilure ! Bricfly stated the ceed is this: "If Crod
gives me what I «znL, then I wilt thank lmii. If HIe dees not
give mue what Iw~ait, then I wviIlinuLthlaiik Hlm. WVmy shiouildIl.
1 do0 not wonder that the vowv of the patrizirch Jacoh) ett Bc'thel ha;s
buen su iuuch adinired, becauso it Nyas very iiichl like the ovUWs
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