PLEASANT HOURS.

The Forsaken Farmhouse.

Aaaixst the wooded hill it atands,
Gliost of a dead home, staring through
Its broken lights on waated lands
Where old time harvesta grew.

Unplowed, unsown, by scythe unshorn,
The poor, fersaken furm ficlds lie,

Once rich and rife with golden corn
And pale green breadths of rye.

Of healthful herb and flower bereft,
The garden plot no housewife keeps

‘Through weeds and tangles only left
The snake, its tenant creepa

A lilac spray, once viossomed glad,
Sways bare before the empty rooms;

Beside the roofleas porch u s,
Pathetic red ross Llooms,

His track, in mould aud dust of drought,
Oa floor and hearth the syuirrel leaves,
And in the fireless chimuey’s mouth
His web the spider weaves,

The leaning barn about to full
Resounds no more on husking eves;
No cattle low in the yard or stall,
No thresher beats his sheaves.

8o sad, 8o drear! [t seems almost
Some haunting preseuce makes its sign;
That down yon shadowy lane some ghost
Might drive his spectral kine.
WintTies,

LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN TIR OLD TENTAMENT.
B.C. 1491.] LESSON X.

THE MANNA,

[June 5.

Exod. 16. 412,

GoLbes Trexr.

Conunit to viem. va. 7, 8.

Jeaus said unto them, I am the bicad of
life. Joha 8. 35.

OuTLINE,

1. The Manna.
2, ‘I'he Breaud of Life,

Tise.—1491 B.C, Later in this first year
of national life.

Pracr.—The wilierness of Sin,

ExrLaxaTions.—Llain lread—The food
was to be supernaturally supplied. 4 o)
tain rafe—A day’s portion. They were to

ather only enough for the daily want
§’rom them—"This was the tirst restricting
command. On the sixth dey —Here wus a
direct remembrance of the Sabbath Lefore
the giving of the specitic comnundment.
“Jhe Lord hwth brought you one—"They ware
continually murmuring against Moses pet
lom\llg;, as though he, and not Jehovah, had
brought them out.  T'Aeglory of the Lord-
Probably some appearance in the pillar of
cloud; as yet there was no tabernacle or
abiding place for this pillar of cloud and fire.

TrACHINGS 0¥ THE LESSON.

\Where, in this lesson, may we lcarn—
1. A lesson of daily dependence on God ?
2. A lesson of constant gratitude to God ?
3. A lesson of trustful confidence in God *

1Thx Lessox CATECHISM,

1. How long did the Israelites wander in
the descrt? Forty yecars. 2. How were
the Israclites mrplicd with food during
this time? By the manna, 3. How often
dit God send it to them from heaven? On
every day cxcept the Sabhath. 4. What
was the gift of the manna intended to teach
them? To trust in God's cure. 5. What
did Jesus say that the manna represented,
in the GoL.bENY TEXT?Y * Jesus said,” ete,
l.il)ocrnnuz. Suvogrstion. -The bread of
ife.

CatrcHIsy  QUEsSTION.

28. What is the employment of the fallen
angels? They tempt men w sin, and thus
seck to bring them to their own place of

misery.
(Matthew xxv. 41; Epliesians vi. 12; 1
o Thessaloniana iii. 5; 1 Timothy iii. 7.]

B.C. 1491.) LESSON XI.
TUF, COMMANDMENTS,

vrod, 20, 1-11.
GoLbkN TEXT.

(Juno 12,

Commit o mem, vs. 3-11,

Jesus said unto hin,, Thou shalt love the
Lotd thy God with all thy hewat, Mett 22,
3.

OuTLINE,

1. Our God,
2. Our duty to God.
Tisr,—1401 B.C. What an eventful year!
Prack.—Mount Sinai.
ENvLANATIONS. — Al theat  worvie—The
commandments which follov.  Lord thy
God—Jehovah, thy God : the self-existent,
cternal One.  Honse of bun.i ope —Condition
of slavery. No other gods lcfore me—No
other objects of warship in his presence,
Iraren wnage—Really a carved images but
all idols are meant, A4 jealows God—Thut
is, God will have the wholu udoration of the
heart. 1t cannot Le dividel.  Veoting the
iniquity of the futhers—This is a well-known
physiological fuct, andis common in our duny,
Not do any work  No servile or sceulur work
pretaining to nothing morv than a mere
worldly calling.
Tracuxes or Tite Lessow,

\What proof have wo in this lesson—

1. Of the goodness of God ?

2. Of the justice of God?

3. Of the holiness of God?

Tiy Lrssay CaTrctasy,

{For the entirc school.) 1 What law did
God give his people? The Ten Command.
ments, 2 Where did God speak his Com.
mandments? From Mount 8iaai, 3. \What
is the first Commmandment? ** Thou shalt
have,” cte. 4. What is the sccond Com-
mandment?  ““‘Thou  shalt not wmake,”
cte. 85, What is the third Commandment ¥
*“Fhou shalt not take,” ete. 6. \What is
the fourth Commandment? ** Remember,”
ete, 7. What is the suin of the first four
Commandments, in the GoLpyx Taxt?
Jesus sad,” ete.

DoctrinaL SveersTion. - Love to God.,

CaTECHISY QUESTION,

27. Can they do what they please? No:
tiod controls their power, and will save from
their malice and subtility all who put their
trust 1 ham.

{James iv, 7: Luke xxii. 31, 32; Romans
l\lvxl 20; 1 Corinthinus x, 13; Ephlesians vi,

SWISS ACQUISITIVENESS.

Eveuywirre  throughout Switzer-
land the traveller finds people who
wish to sell him something, or whe
continually volunteer to do something
for which they wish him to puy. As
he drives along the country roads,
little girls throw bunches of wild
tlowers into his earringe and then run
by its side expecting soise money in
return. By the roadside, in the most
tonely places, he will find women and
sivls sitting behind littl: tables on
which they are waking lace, which,
with o collection of tiny Swiss chalets,
and articles of carved wood, they are
very enger to sell. When the road
pnsses near a precipitous mountain.
side, he will find & man with long
Alpine horn, who awakecs the echoes
and expects some pennies.  Atanother
place a fenced pathway leads into a
little wood and a notico informs him
that he may enter and 3t a view of
the Blnck Falls for four cents,

When I was at Grindelwald, a little
village among the higher Alps, I went
part way up a mountait, to visit a
glacier. In the one whica I visited, a
long tunnel had been cut, and this led
to a fairly large room Lewn in the
very heart of the glucier, and called
the Ice Grotto. There wers lamps

placed alout, by which this frigid
passage wis dunly lighted,  The walls
and rvoof of the tunnel were trans
pavent for a considerable distance,
and I could look into the very sub-
stance of the clear blue ico around we.
[ followed my guide to the end of the
tunnel, and into the grotto, which was
lighted by a single lamp. The wmo-
ment I set fout inside this wonderful
chamber, with walls, roof and tloor of
purest ice, 1 heard n queer tinkling
and thumping in one corner, and look-
ing there, I saw two old womeu, each
playing on a doleful little zither.
They looked like two horrible old
witches of the ice.  Of courso T knew
that they were playing for my benefit.,
and I wondered if they always sat
there in that enormous refrigerator,
waiting for the visitors who might
enter and give them a few centimes in
return for their mournful strumming.
But when I went out, I found that
the old women soon followed, and 1
suppose they go into the glacier and
ensconce themselves in their freezing
retreat whenever they see o tourist
coming up the mountain side.—St.
Nicholas.

N THE VOLOANO.

Vorcavors are sometimes called
burning mountains, because the mouth
of them, or the place where the fire
and smoke are emitted, is on an cle-
vated place.  These mountaing or
clevations are caused by the matter
that is belched forth from the internal
burning falling around the mouth.
Some of them burn and smoke all the
time, others only periodically or at
long intervals. These are the more
dangerous, as the eruptions are so great
that whole cities lying near them have
Leen covered up and destroyed.

Frow them come forth ashes, steam,
and hot lava, that not only covers
over, but burns, everything with which
it comes in contact. We have only a
few of them in this country, but they
are more common in South America,
in the European countrics, and some
of the islands. They are among the
wonderful things that our heavenly
Father has ordered, and though we do
not understand what they are for,
they doubtless have a purpose and
fulfil the design for which they were
formed.

AVOID TRIFLES.

“Tre mother of mischief is no
bigger than a midget’s wing,” is the

Scot's homely way of enforcing the
importance of watchfulness in little
things. Jeroboam s downfall, with its
black and widening train of sin and
disaster, began “in his heart,” with
the doubt of God’s ability to do as he
had promised. The slightest doubtful
thing allowed in our lives, our dress,
habits, or business, may be the germ
of evil suflicient to spread poison and
fuilure far and wide. In the relation
of things, one to tho other, we may
well consider nothing as small or
trifling, but rather put the best thought
and conscicnce into every particular
that comes to our hands.

(ueen’s Jubilee

QUEEN VICTORIA.

The Lifeuof Queen Victoria,

(Compiled from all Available
: Sources.)
By G. BARNETT SMITH.
Paper covers, 438 pp.
Price - - - 35 cents
Cloth covers, 43S pp. {
Price - - < 70 certs. ,
*“The bast lifo of the Queen.”—7"ruh’

Our Graciouns Quesn.

JUBILEE PICTURES
AND STORIES.
3y Mrs. O. F. WALTON,
Author of “Christie’s Old Orgun,” ete, cte.

Cloth. Ilustrated profusely., Lurge pnuiJ
for the little oncs.

Price - - - 35cents.

The Life of Queen Victoris:
By GRACE GREENWOOD. .

To which is added “ Leaves from Life in the
Highlunds,” by the Queen.

Mustrated.  8vo, cloth, gilt edges, 538 pp
Price - - - $250.

The Victorian Half Century,

A JUBILEE BOOK.
By CHARLOTTE M. YONGE,

With a portrait of Her Majesty the Quead

Paper covers, 114 pages.

Price - - - 36 cents.

——

Our (ueen,

By the author of “Graco Darling.)
12mo, cloth, 360 pp.
Price - - - ©0cents -

The Life and Reign of
(ueen Victoria.
By EMMA LESLIE.

With twelve illustrations.
Price - - -

Paper cove
3 cents. °

&7 Any of abovo books mailed post fi
on receipt of price
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