
THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL

Who ever had a colony of bees affected
with dry disentery ? Are not the bodies
of the bees swollen or distended with
a thin watery substance ? When the
atrnosphere is loaded .vith moisture,
even though the temperature be scarcely
below freezing point, one rapidly be-
comes chilled through. We have suff-
ered more froni cold in Europe than in
Anerica, all owing to the dampness of
the atmosphere.
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Bees Out, Bad Weather, Etc.

COMMENCED to set my bees out of the
cellar on 16th Airil and finisbed 20th. As
near as I can figure it, the winter loss with
ne is about two and a half per cent. The

bees are in excellent condition this spring. I
have not seen them so clean and nice for several
Years. In fast-bottom hives there is usually a
'debris of dead b:es, etc., on the bottom board to
be cleaned out in ttne spring. I have found but
little of this. With the exception of a few
oolonies, the consumption of stores bas been
luoierate-mu1ch less than during the winter of
'89 and '90, owing to the higher temperature
that winter than this. One colony, however,
consumed about 25 to 30 Ibs. and starved to
death. So far as visible its conditions were the
sarne as the others. The young queen probably
felt ,it to be the right thing to keep on laying all
Winter. But that was a mistake on her part.
1 have heard people argue that the instinct of
the bee was perfect, in fact an unerring guide,
all of which means that her royal highness, as
well as the others, is, or ought to
be, infallible. That is another mistake
1 have seen a colony begin to supersede its
queen (which was still fairly good) so early in
the spring that there was no prospect of a sur-

Of course I stopped the business till the
Proper time came. That was a mistake. They

'ill Vswarm themse!ves to death," sometimes
eveu in a " state of n ture," so that the parent
COlony and last swrns are placed in jeopardy,
and probably died in svinter. That is another
ris3take.

'he weather was very fine for a few days
ter the be's were put out and they gathered
lien in abundanc. and a little honey. ButthWe eather changerl without ceremony aboui

the 24th and became very cool and windy, goinga fron bad to worse until to-day, 28th, which
ha. been go cold that the snow has been flying.
Siie es, there has been so much high wind

the change that it has been very urfavor-

able for the bees. Those that were not packed
suffered no doubt more or less. The fact is,
bees that are not in double-walled hives ought,
in this climate, to be packed in spring. And
whether packed or unpacked, there are occasional
days in April, and even May, when they are
better shut in. Mine vere shut in to-day, 28th,
as it has been particularly unfavorable. When
the wind is both cold and high, many that ven-
ture out can never return, and perish.

SPREADING BROOD.

This is a bad habit which prevails, especially
among the novices. More harm than good has
resulted from the practice. None but the
thoroughly experienced bee.keeper ought ever
to attempt to "spread brood" in the spring.
Instead of spreading the brood keep it all as
closely together as possible. Keep the fuller combe
of honey on either side of it. If you must abrade
a [rame of honey to stir up the queen, abrade
but one side of it at a time, and put the abraded
side facing the brood nest on one side. The
notion that it is necessary to artificially stimu.
late the queen in the spring is falling into dis.
repute as it ought ; albeit the beginner is al-
most certain to go into this and other things he
had heard about. I do not say that spring
stimulation is always wrong and never neces-
sary, for I practice it once in a while on this
colony or that, that needs it. If the colony has
had abundant stores through the winter, and
still has in the spring, with a young queen, arti-
ficial stimulation is wholly unnecessary, -i.nd
this is the condition every colony ought to be
in iu the spring. But as what is and wbat
ought tobe are often very different, we must
in all cases adapt ourselves to the circum.
stances.

Although the clover has not come through in
first-rate condition, the prospect for a good crop
of honey this seascn ir apparently good.

The winter mortality has, it woula seem, been
considerable-some I know having lost ali, and
otherd beavily, but this was owing to misian-
agement.

ALLEN PRINGLE.
Selby, Ont.

RFPORT FROM RIDGEWAY.

Mr. J. F. Dunn, March 31st, writes:-
Bees are flying nearly every day now and

lose so far abont 4 per cent, or a little less.
Think we will have pollen from skunk cabbage
in 4 or 5 days. EverN thing looks encouraging
so far. Clover seeded well in the fall and looks
fine now. I have made arrangements to move
half my apiary to 150 acres of alsike clover as
soon as the roads aie good and will run the home
yard for comb honey.
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