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ELECTION ACT
CAUSES BREEZE

), H. HAWTHORNTHWAITE
THINKS HE SEES DEAL

Attorney-General to Investigate
Striking Off of Names
at Revelstoke.

Legislative Press Gallery, Feb. i 8

This was a busy day in the House.
Not only wag the budget speech de-
livered, the estithates brought down,
but the members remained till 8 o’clock
discussing the amendments to the Pro-
vincial Election Act. The leader of
the opposition had a lengthy amend-
ment to propose, the object of which
was to make the act perfect in a very
imporfant point.  Theré has been no
specific provision as to the causes for
which a registrar may strike names
off, nor has it been clear that he
must do so in open court.

These amendments the attorney-gen-
era]l agreed to accépt, but he would not
8tcept a proposal that no man be
8truck off for non-residence until a
year had elapsed from his leaving the
eléetoral district. Mr. Bowser stated
that he intended to give thirty days’
time for the service of notice on men
Who were objected to.

A propos of the Sstriking of some
names off ih Revelstoke prior to the
Dominion election the minister of pub-
lic works made a statement, the re-
sult of Which wa® to start the Soclal-
ist delegation off on allegations of col-
lusion between the two old parties to
commit ali sorts of injustice on the
workingman, and especially on the So-
cialists. i

Prayers weré read to-day by Rev. A.
E. Roberts. :

Railway Enterprises,

Dr. Kergin (8keena), in moving the
second reading of a bill to incoerporate
the Prince Rupert and Port Simpson
Railway Company, said that Port
fimpson had a harbor second to nohe
on the Pacific coast, not even Prince
Rupert, and a townsite perfectly suit-
ed to be thé terminus of a great rail-
way. Those seeking incorporation de-
sired a charter to build from Prince
Rupert, the Grand Trunk Pacific
terminuds, to Port Simpson. :

Dr. Kergin also moved the second
reading of 4 bill to incorporate the
Grapam Island Railway Company. He
explained that this would run from the
southern end of the island northward,
and swhile its immediate purpose was
to tap the coal areas it would, when
completed, be of great assistance to
Bettlers. AR

Both bills were referred to commit-
tee of' the whole.

Election Ac¢t Ameéndments.

The Provincial Elections Act amend-
ments Were taken up. in committee,
Thomas Gifférd in thé éhair.

J. A, Macdonald proposed an.amend-
ment specifying clearly the causes for
which names on the list could be ob-
jected to before the registrar, at the
same time fixing the period where a
voter had ceased to reside in the dis-
trict at one year,

The attorney-general objected to the
time limit and considered that the reg-
istrars could be trusted to act fairly.

John Olivér reminded the hon. gen-
tleman-of a statement he had made
in-the Houke regarding a New West-
minstey cage, 6f which no notice had
been taken,

Mr, Bowser réplied airily that the
metnder for Delta made so many

statements th the Houss) no minister
could be expectéd to follow them,
“Has a statemient of mife ever been
Buccessfully refuted?” asked Mr, Oli-
Ver.
“That is a matter 6¢ épinfon,” Mr.
Bowser replied.

A Case For Cemplaint.

The member for Delta repeated the
ftatement he made some days ago,
that the registrar of voters in New
Westminster,. after giving a certif-
cate that he had struck certain hames
off the list, put them back. Let the
attorney-general sit up and take no-
tice now.

“Do you say he 'did so improperly?”
asked the attornéy-general.

“I do,. distinctly,” replied Mr. Oli-
ver. “He put them back knowingly
and deliberately.”

“Do you say the voters had no right
to vote there?” persisted Mr., Bowser.

“The names were removed at the
request of the people themselves, and
after the collector took them off and
gave a certificate that he had done so
he put them on again,” Mr. Oliver
said.

The attorney-general did not see
that any great harm had been done,
ar. the registrar had enfranchised men
and not disenfranchised them. It was
proposed by the department to issue a
set of regulations to all registrdars as
to the proper practice and the depart-
ment's view of the law. No registrar
could be allowed to act improperly.

“Has any registrar the right to fal-
sify the lists?” the member for Delta
asked.

“No, certainly not,” replied Mr.
Bowser. “But it is surprising that
this matter was not brought to the at-
tention of the department.”

“Not at all surprising,” retorted Mr.
Oliver, “for the men who have gone
Up against this thing. year after year
have no confidence that they will get
justice.”

“In the administration of justice the
attorney general’s department has no
political bias whatever,” @éclared the
attorney-general. “Why did not the
hon, géntleman bring this mdtter to
our attention at the time”

“Because I have not confidence in
yow,” Was the frank answer of Mr.
Oliver.

Struck Off in Revelstoke.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite stated that
in his own constituency, Nanaimo, the
names of Socialists had been left off.

J. A. Macdonald drew attemtion to
the striking off of some 250 names oh
the Revelstoke lists prior to the last
Dominion general ‘eléction, a matter
which had been referred to in the Con-
servative Daily News of Nelson and ih
other papers.

“It was not bfought to my atten-
tion,” Mr. Bowsér said.

Hon. Thomas Taylor, who came in
foon after, stated that the names had
been striick off ih the usual way. The
list had beén given to theé secretary of
the Revelstoke Liberal Association and |
he approved of it. The only desire had
been fo clean up the lists and get rii
of a lot of names that had accumus
lated ofupersons dead:.or no longer. in
tHe Ebnktitdenicy. °7 T~

“Then as the hon. minister is at one;
with us‘in that desire he will doubt-
less Support my amendment,” remarked
My, Macdonald. X

The reference which the minister of
rublic works had made 'to the ap-
proval of the Liberals of Revelstoke
was like a red rag to a bull to the So-
cialist leadér. He saw in this a clear
case of conspiracy between Conserva-
tives .and Liberals to defeat the So-
cialists, and to deprive a number of
workingmen of the franchise. There
was a deliberate deal between the Lib-
erals and the minister of public works,
he said, and he claimeq that the de-
cision of the Liberals not to oppose
the re-election of the thinister was
rart of the deal. So was the re-elec-
tion by acclamation of Hon, Wm, Tem:=
pleman in Comox-Atlin., . Both parties
were really one, but would find “the
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When you have any deep-seated pain
Y joints, the back, the wrists, or elsewhere, place.
a lberal supply of Zam-Buk on the fingers, or
on the palm of the hand, and rub it in. The
penetrating power of this ‘‘embrocation-
balm,” kills pain and removes stiffness. ;
Sound rubbings of the affected parts with
this wonderful balm will drive out. all pain,
reduce swelling, strengthen the skin and
tissyes (enabling them to resist. cold and
damp better during the winteér months), and
restore perfect. elasticity and looseriess.

MONTREAL LADY'S

EXPERIENCE.

Frances Wyatt, of
2%, Guny Avenue, Mon-
real. says:—"I have
Zam-Buk most
soothing and valuable
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WHAT ICE HOUSES AND STEAM
DID FOR HIM.

]

Mr. P G. Wells, of 338, Og?:ﬁ Street, Fors
William, Ont, says:—" owing m
_ duties in attending to :&ﬂm
often get wet through with rain sheam
(the latter in winter). ‘This with hours of
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matism in_both knees Jeft armi, amd
shoulder. This #0 bad that I could no
longer work was IMM on three
different ooeasions weks
ing which I was u

mended to me. 1
gyﬁ l'm.t & oiy it begmay
it well in eve

boxes had besn A
from the pain 1
fi'h‘" Jbad no more trouble

in qnp;ty”‘ m
ohtnad When s
ou‘lB 3

wben
Was

or cuts, burns, bruises,

indo the parts affected, it cur

and stores pell at 50 ¢, b@,'&wg

es
‘86
the

INCORABLE
HEART TROUBLE

LOOKED FOR DEATH IN A SH()RT
TIME—ENTIRELY CURED BY
“FRUIT-A-TIVES.™

“Gentlem#n,—The days of miracles
are not all past and I feel that my
complete recovery, from what seemed
inevitable death, is practically a mir-
acle. I suffered from severe indiges-
tion and dyspepsia for nearly two
vears., I could mot do eny work and be-
cameée so run down and weak that I
could hardly walk. I was attended by
two experienced dogtors. They both
prondouced my case heart failure and
incurable, and I ldoked forward for
death in a short time, I not only had
the doctors but after they gave mé up
I tried many remedies and treatments
but got no better,

“At this time my son asked me to tty
“Fruit-a-tives,” and from the éutset of
taking these wonderful tablets I was
better and gradually this medicine
completely cured me:. I took a large
number of boxes, perhiaps a dozen, and
now I am entirely cured and I have
gained over thirty pounds In weight.

“I ata now so well that I have sold
my farm and bought 200 aeres more
land. I make this statement volan-
tarfly for the sake of humanity, and I
am convinced that “Fruit-a-tives” is a
wonderful remedy that will cure stom-
ach trouble where doctors and every-
thing else fail.”

(8gd.) Henry Speers, J, P.

The doctors were al] wrong, Mr.
Speers had .what we ¢ali “irritated
heart.” Indigestion and dyspepsia
compiétely upset the Stomach. Polson-
ous gases were formed which swelled
the falls of the 'stomach and pressed
against the heart,

“Frait-a-tives” immediately streng-
thened the stomach, insured sound di-
gestion and regulated the bowels.
There weére no poisons = moe noxious
gases remained in the system and the
heart was no lenger irritated. Then
the pain and fluttering stopped.

“Fruitatives” iy put up in two sizes
85c. and 50c. If your dealer has not
both, write Fruit-a-tives, Limited, Ot-
tawa.
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rarty of the people” too mmany for

them. ,
No Dbéal at-All

The leader of the opposition said this
was another example of how much
the member for Nanaimo could make
out of nothing. He ‘could tell the mems=
ber for Nanaimeo that there was abso-
lutely mo truth in that gentleman’s
suggestion of a deal between the two
parties. He had been consulted about
placing ' a candidate in the field, but
discountenanced it. Considering that
Mr, Taylor-had just been made a min-
ister and that the life of the legisla-
ture was half ‘over~he considered it
was uséless and inadvisable for the
Liberal. to contest the seat. He would
probably be-aecused of being a party
to & bargain with'the ‘meémber for Nas
haimo because, being consulted about
contesting that gentleman’'s re-elec-
tion, he gave the same advice,

John Oliver took exception to Mr.
Taylor's saying he submitted the 1list
of namés to be struck off to the secre-
tary of the Liberal Aksociation.

This drew from Mr, Hawthorhthwaite
the assertion that Mr, Oliver was just
trying to cover.up Mr, Taylor's “slip”
about a deal.

Parker Williams wondered humor-
ously if the government was going to
have the netrve to retain the forfeited
deposit made by the Sécialist candidate
who ran against Mr. Taylor. He sug-
gested -that if this was returned per-
haps they would agree to call the
Revelstoke deal sguare.

John McInnes (Grand Forks) rather
intimated that the opposition ieader
had “swiped” and amendment he him-
self had on the order paper in regard
to giving a man a year before striking
off his name for absence,

Let Time Limit Stahd Over,

Mr. Macdonald offered to allow his
proposal as to time limit to stand for
diseussion separately If the -attorney-
general would discuss the other féa-
tures of the amendment, He desired to
have: it madeé ¢lear to the voter in-the
notice sent him what the objection was
which was made to the retention of
his name on the .list. His amendment
also made it clear that names could
only be struck off at the court of re-
vision in open tourt,

The attorney-general expressed his
willingness to consider these and re-
draft the section, At the same time he
said he intended to extend the time of
noticé . of objection from fifteen days
to thirty days;

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said it was
apparent the government was trying
to rush legislation so as to get rid of
the whole hippodrome-—for that was all
the legislature was—and settle down
to enjoy office and salary. If the mem-
bers of the opposition were all Social-
iats this bill would never become law,
no matter how strong thé governmen
was. \

John Oliver deprecated any forin of
obstruction.

Thought Obstruction Justifed.

The member for Nanaimo retorted

| that it would be justifiable in this case,

Attorney-General Bowser declared
that thé government desired to have a
good list, and had no fear of any iist.
He intimated his intention of making
an investigation into the Revelstoke
case.

Mr, Macdonald asked him to look in-
to a case at Arrowhead at the same
time, where twelve names had been
presented at one time for inclusion in
the list. One of these was that of a
Conservative, placed with the others to
make a test. His name went on and
the?others were left off, although all
had been ‘put in together,

John Jardine advised the attorney-
géneral to entrust the ‘investigation to
gortie one other than himself, as other-
wise his report would be open to sus-
pleion, no matter what way it went.
The ¢ommittee rose and wil] sit again
when the attorney-general has prepar-
ed a new draft of the section,
W. H, Hayward (Cowichan) has
given notice that he wiil move for the
reference back to the raillway commit-
tée of the Goat River Power Co.’'s Bill,
whic¢h arouseéd so much opposition when
it eame before the Housa,
Aol s

Practioally, Ana.seventh of Irsland’s
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LUJGET SPEECH
MADE YZSTERDAY

MILLION AND A HALF
SURPLUS IS CLAIMED

Finance Minister Tells of Gen-
eral Progress and Prosper-
ity of Province.

Legislative Press Gallery, Feb. 1T.

To-day saw the budget speech deliv-
ered by Hon. R, G. Tatlow, minister of

- finarice, who had a surplus of $1,431,447

to anhouhce, and the prospect of a year
equally as prosperous as that which
has just passed,

Captain Tatlow spoke well and made
@ good impression on the government
side. He was also- listened te Wwith
gtreat atténtion by the ‘opposition, who
Joined in the applause which greeted
the minister when he sat down.

Prosperity in al} branches of industry
was what Captain Tatlow had the good
fortune to tell of, and he looked for an
even greater expansion of business this
year. The growing revenue permits a
large expenditure on public workg dur-
ing the approaching fiscai year, over
half of the estimated expenditure of
$5,600,000 being in that department. The
government is carrying out its prom-
ise to deal more fairly with the con-
stituencies which return opposition
members,

The debate will ‘be continued  on
Monday next by Stuart Hendefson
(Yale.)

The Yéar’s Surpius,

In rising to move that thé Speaker
leave the chair for the house to g0 in-
to committee of supply, Captain Tatiow
said:

I am again able to congfratulate this
House on the satisfactory condition of
the provincial finances, and to inform
you that the baldhce of accounts for
the last fiscal yéar shows bnce iore a
substantial surplus of revéhiue over ex-
penditure, a surplus obtilned, I ar
glad to say, almost entirely from the
manner in whi¢h the national-resotirces
of the province are being appreciated
and developed and hot from any addi-
tion to the direct taxatien of the peo-
ple. By turning to the public accounts
you will find the total révéhtie for the
year was $5,979,054, and thé éxpenditure
$4,590,673, leaving a surplus of $1,431,347.

Comparative Resources,

Perhaps there is ho better. criterion
of the advance made by:the province
than a compatrison of the revenue for
the last six years, showing that the
receipts have very nearly .trebled in
that period. The figurésifor 1903 were
$2,009,413; for 1804, $2,597867; " For 1905,
$2,874,554; tor 1906, $2,992,800;7 for .1907,
$1,338,832, . & gretat incréage over 1906;
and for 1908, $5,931,372; steadily increas-
ing, but the gréatest iﬂ‘éﬁeaae of all is
that of the yeéar with which we are
dealing over that of 1907, being about
one and a half millions, ‘or nearly 50
per cent; A

This inerease is the ore satisfactory
when we consider that it is largely de-
rived fromh crown propérties8 such as
lahds, timbér, tinerals and other
sources which point to the advanece-
ment 4nd déevelopment of the provinee,
and not from increased taxation} in
tact, owing to thése conditions we have
been able to make material reductions
in thé rate of real and personal pro-
perty taxés twlee In the course of the
last five years, and this in spite of the
fact that fourteen munieipalities have
béén Incorporated’ diting that period,
segrégating from the provincia] assesk-
ment rolls a very large dmount of val-
uable real propérty, with the result that
the total amount of taxes collécted un-
der the heads of provinciaj revenue, in-
come, personal and redl property, were
last year omly a litle tore thati ten
per cent. greater than in 1904, when
they constituted over 30 per cenit. of the
total revenue, and now are only 1214 per
cent., or less than one-half in propor-
tion. I hope if all goés well to be able
to announce a stil] further reduction
next session. s

The total revenue from thess four
sources, which partake mere particu-
larly of the nature of direct taxation
on the ordinary individuai as apart
from the- speculator in wild lands or
the holder of timber, céal or mineral
rights" was $683,760 -in 1903, $709,105 in
1904, $699,908 in 1905, $700,311 in 1906, and
$764,672 in 1907,

The revenue for last year, amounting
to $5,031,372, it will be seen is largely
in excess of the estimate of $3,286,476.
It must be remembered that this esti-
mate was made in the early spring of
1907, and based on the receipts for the
previoug year, which were under three
million dollars. At that time there was
little to indicate the subsequent sud-
den" increase in timber .revenues from
licenses and royalties, ‘which in 1906
amounted to $509,000, and last year re-
alized $2,2568,000, or a million and one-
half more than the estimate. Again in
1906 - nothing was recelved under the
terms of the Chinese Restriction Ac
and it was supposed that the $500 head
tax had effectually stopped this im-
migration, so nothing Was placed un-
der this -head in the estimates, while
in 1908 the province received $345,000 as
its share of the tax collected by the
Dominion government.

Also, under the arrangement
made by the premier at the
conference at Ottawa in the fall of
1907, the province received an addition
of $215,000 to the former subsidles. In
these three items alone an increase of
considerably over two millions is ac-
counted for, which c¢ould hardly have
been foreseen at the time the estimates
were framed, a circumstance not likely
to eccur again now that the meeting
of the legislature is held so close to the
commencement of the  fiscal year,
changed at last session<from July 1st
to April. 1st. This unexpected excess
led to ‘the large surplus referrad toin
my opening remarks, and naturally left
a considerable cash balance to the
credit of the province.

Spending the Surplus,

Under these circumstances it was
thought wise to purchase the 5 per cent
loan of $1,000,000 made in 1903, and re-
payable in ten instalments of $100,000

per annum. After negetiation $576,000

of the outstanding $600,000 debentures
were redeemed at par, leaving only $24,-
000 still ‘remaining. 'This transaction
will, I know, please my friends opposits,
as 1T remémber oné of their objections
to the loan was that it should have
been made for threé ox five years in-
stead ‘of ten. It will Be satisfactory
to them to jearn that it has (except the
$24,000) been all pald off in less than
four years, in addition to which the
eountry has had the saféguard that,
had conditiens not improved as rapidly
as has fortunately been the case, the
loan ¢ould have run its coursé of ten
years. Later on it camae to our knowl-
édge that $100,000 in value of our 3%
per. cent. dyking débenturés were being
offéred on the London market, and
after sorie hegotiation thése were pur-
chased for $91,000, a transaction which
has caused favorable écomment in Lon-
don, and will, T think, stand critiéism,
ag they were bought from us ten vears
ago for $102,000,

In- addition to these éxpenditures it
was deemed advisable to usé a portion
of these funds in undertaking some of
the more urgént public works- which
had either previously not been provided
for, owing to lack of means, or had
been rehdered necessary owing to the
E2rowing needs of the provinces rather
than delay its progress for the months
to elapse before the annual meeting of
the legisiature,

The larger portion of this money,
however, was left in the bank at inter-
est and produced the greater part of
the 369,000 c¢redited under the head of
interest in the public accounts. So that
while we have not thought it prudent
to reduce our indebtedness further by
the purchase 6f 3 per cent, inscribed
stock, the money in hand offsets, as
far as it goes, the interest on that
stack, and I sincerely hope a portiod at
any rate will be retained to meet the
probable demands of the near future.
The opening up of the northern coun-
try from Queen Charlotte Islands, as
well a8 the reqtiirements that the great
development setting in over the whole
province wil} shortly render necessary,
wi_ll call for heavy expenditures, but
this motiey will enable us to meet these
demands out of our own resources in-
Stead of again increasing the public
burden, which of late we have to some
extent succeeded in reducing.

Reducing the Debt.

Owing principally to the e¢auses I
have mentioned a great reduction in
liabilities will be found in the last bal-
ance sheet of the province. During the
last five years the balance of liabilities
over assets has been: 1904, $8,764,412;
1905, $8,788,828; 1906, $8,106,152: 1907, $6,-
525,233; 1908, 34,226,887; or in other words,
our net liabilities on the 30th Juné last
were less than one-half what they
amounted to on the 30th Juneg, 1904.

The total indebtedness of the province
on'the 30th June last stood at $10,998,146,
against which we hold in sinking fund
$1,589,538, leaving the neét debt of the
province $9,408,608. TIn 1905 this liability
amounted to $11,382,788. Consequently
since that period our indebtednesgs has
been decreased by $1,974,178;"and it we
add the $100,000 dyking debentures re-
cently bought in London, we obtain &
total reduction of $2,074,178.

I think all must admit this showing
is most satisfactory, and even yet we
‘have not taken into account ths valu-
able interest we have recently acquired
in one-fourth of the townsite of
Prince Rupert, so soon to become one
of the most important cities of the Pa-
cifite coast, or of that !mmensely valu-
able tract of land at Point Grey, im-
medidtely adjoining the city of Vancou-
ver, some 3,500 acrés in extent, which
is beir)g surveyed and prepared for
opening ip, and the value of which it is
imposible to estifhate further than that
_We know it is a matter not of thousands
of dollars, but of millions of dollars.
Both of these properties will handsome-
1y repay the outlay the province is ask-
edrzo advance in order that the best re-
turfis may be obtained when the time
comes to place them on the market.

The Estimates for 1909-10.

To come now to the estimateg of rev-
enue and expenditure for the coming
year. I can congratilate the house on
the change made at jast session, ag we
are now able to estimate more closely
for the year commencing on April 1st
than we would have been under former
conditions. "Again, the money 8o voted
will become immediately available for
use on our roads and other public
works, instead of; as formerly, waiting
until the season is too far advanced to
get the best value in return.

The estimates of receipts = reaches
nearly to six million dollars, and is
based on the receipts of the last year,
coupled with present conditions, and al-
though there may be some, all things
being fair and equal, T confidently ex-
pect this total will be reached.

The estimate of expenditure amounts
to $5,615,798, exclusive of railway sub-
sidles, or with them to $5,655,000, the
largest in the history of the province,
and I am glad to say that over one-
half of it is devoted to public works.

The first item is public debt, $520,824,
which shows a decrease from 1908 of
$130,000 and from 1907 of over $191,000 in
the annual cost of the public debt, due
t6, the redemption of the debentures of
1903, and the paying off the parliament
building loan and the 1877 loan. The

HENRY.
Now
For the Fall ®
90,000 Peach, Apricot,

i Cherry, Pl
Pyune, Pear and Ap:l?’
In all leading varieties.
10,000 Ornamental Trees
Belect varieties suitable for B.C.
Strictly home grown and
not subject to damage
from famigation.
S8TOCK of BULBS on
hand from JAPAN,
FRANCE and HOLLAND.
Bee  Supplies, Spray,
Pumps, Seeds.
! CATALOGUE FREE
. Office, Greenhouse & Seedhouse
8010 Westminster Road

VANCOUVER, B. 0.

Branch Nurseries, Majuba Hill
and South Vancouver,

PRINTS

m « PRINTED DUCKS, FLANNELETTES, GINGHAMS,
NEW PATTERNS.. NEW PRICES,

WHOLESALE DRYGOOD
VICTORIA, B. C.

P : ﬂ ot e

s

votes for civil government and the ad-
ministration of justice salaries show a
c¢onsiderable increase over last year,
largely due to the ifcréase of public
business; necessitating additional clerks
and other officials as wel] as increasing
in many instafices the responsibility
of those already in the service. The
same remarks apply to maintenance of
public institutions, increased about $26,-
000, administration of justice, incréased
$42,000, and education increased by
$105,000.

The vote for legislation is practically
the same as last year, a8 is that for
hospitals and charities and transport,
while there {s a reduction under rev-
enue service owing to the salaries of
log scalers being removéd from this
vote to miscellaneéous, where the item
appears in détail.

The Vote for Public Works.

To public works we have been able
to devote the handsome sum of $3,810,-
000, by far the largest vote for that pur-
pose ever placeéd in the provincial esti-
mates. For the last four years the ex-
penditure undér this head has been
$368,000 in 1905, $452,726 in 1906, $854,135
in 1907, and $1,418,916 last year, so that
as I pointed out, it is proposed this year

to Spehd double as much as in last;

year, the larger portion being for roads,
streets and bridges, while I am sure the
House will be glad to find a very liberal
allowance has been made for surveys.

Among these itemg are two sums
which partake more of the nature of
investments. I refer to the ekpenditure
cn Point Gréy and South Vancouver of
$75,000 and clearing land at Prince Ru-
pert of $80,000, while of another vote
of $200,000 for roads and sewers at
Prince Rupert $150,000, or three-fourths
will bé returned by the Grand Trunk
railway on completion of the work.
I may say this vote iz placed in the
main estimates instead of the supple-
mentaries, as the money will not be re-
quired until the beginning of the new
fiseca] year. The special warrant for
$200,000 made on the day succeeding the
late Dominioh elections, to which sinis-
ter designs weré attributed, was in-
tended for this purpose, but will be can-
telled, as none of the money was re-
quired as early as expected when the
arrangeni€ht was entered into.

In passing from this item, I can only
express the hope that our friends on
the opposite side of the Holise, after
looking over the district appropriations,
will  acknowledgs that there has not
been any attempt to diseriminate but
an honest desire to administer fairly to
the regquirements of all constituencies.

Civil Service Increases,

The last item, miscellaneous, $378,240,
is an increase oVer the last nine months
estimate, which was at the rate of
$258,000 for the full year. The, expan-
sion of general business has rendered
it necessary to increase most of the
ordinary items, &uch as advettising,
stationery, etc.

I may call atténtién to the item of
$25,000 for salary increases under the
Civil Service Act. This act provides for
a commission which will grade the civil
service and adjust the increases of
salary, and goés into force on April
1st. The commission desSired to have
at their disposal an amount for this
purpose. g

The grant for game protection has
been raised to $20,000;, of which it is es-
timated at least $10,000 will be realized
from game licenses. In asking fér this
grant the provinéial game wardehn
points out that constant complaints are
made of infringemeént of the game laws
and the need for a launch to patrol the
coast Which, in addition to game pro-
tection, could give assistanee to the po-
lice and fire wardens. Some of this
sum will be devoted to the protection
of the wapiti on Vancouver Island,
how belng exterminated, and for simil-
ar purposes elsewhere. Mr. Brygn
Williamg points out what has been
done in Bast Kootenay in the last four
years in the ihcrease of game,

Increases are asked in the agricul-
tural votes and for fighting forest fires
a sum of $37,000, while, as explained
before, the log scalers are included un-
der this head. 'There are thres com-
missions, including revision of the
statutes, for which $20,000 is provided,
while the increased rent of our Lén-
don offices and other éxpenses wil] re-
quire a farther’ $5,000, all of which go
to aceoufits for the incéreased sum ask-
ed for under miscellaneous. Our Lon-
don offices have been moved down
from the eighth story to the ground
floor. They aré now a credit to. the
province. The work is being carried
on effectively by Mr. Turner, who de-
votes himself heart and soul to the pro-
vince,

I have already mentioned some rea-
sons for the supplementary estimates,
which amount to $1,088,6%, including
the redemption of $100,000 dyking de-
bentures, and of the remainder nearly
§700,000 has been expended on necessary
rublic works,

Progress of Agriculture,

In leaving further explanation 6f the
various amounts until the House goes
into committee, when al] necessary de-
tails will be supplied, T would like be-
fore cloging to make a few remarks
about the general conditions of tha in-
dustries of the province, and more par-
ticularly of the department ovéer which
I have the honor to preside. At the
present time we are engaged to some
extent in reorganizing the department
of agriculture. It is proposed to divide
it into two or more sections, embracing
horticulture, dairying, live stock, ete.,
with a qualified practical official at the
head of each, alj being under the im-
mediate supervision of the deputy min.
ister. By this means it is. hoped to

/| ebtain a better knotwledge of the capas-

bilities and requiréments of the coun-
try and, in institute work and all other
relations, render the department of
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more practical assistance to the farmer
and horticulturist.

The interést shown by members of
farmers’ institutes during 1908, indi-
cated by ificredsed attendance at meet~
ings and an intelligent appreciation of
the work, is véry encouraging. Thers
are now thirty-five institutes in the
province, and petitions for the forma-
tion of others are being received. These
institutes held 250 meetings during ths
year and were attended by 7,496 mem~
bers, g

I am glad to be able to say thdt the
agricultural interests have not-suffersd
during the past year, the reéport of
progress béing very satisfactory and
abundant crovs thé rule.

The Dairying Industry.

There has been a substartial growth
in the dairying industry, the number of
creameries, the output. of butter and
the number o0f patrons showing consid-
erable increases. The Dairyme’s As-
sociation has more than doubléd in
membership dnd a Iively 'intérest 1
being taken in the work, .In 1907 only
eight members attenddd the ahnual
meeting, while this year 137 membéts,
owning an aggregate of over 3,600 dalry
cows, were present. The creaméries
have increased from 18 to 22 and thé
number of patrons from 944 to 1,214. The
output ef butter has increased by 195,-
000 pounds, representing an ihcréased
value of $20,900, and the average prica
advanced from 32 to 34 14 cents per
pound. Last year the gross receipts
were $570,368, and the amount paid to
patrons was $591,267. These figures do
not include the dairy butter, whicK -is
estimated at 450,000 pounds, valded at
$125,000, which would bring the grand
tota] to -two million pounds, valued at
$659,367, or $123,500 more than the out-
put of 1907.

There has also been a notable iIn-
crease in cheese making and in the
milk business: Another cheese factory
has been established and the output
shows a gain of 84,000 pounds, which
sold at 13% cents per pound. The
number of companies selling milk and
cream hag doubled and the amount paid
to patrons totals $286,942, as compared
with $117,776, an increase of $109,168.
Taking the totals of returns made by
the dairy inspector the dairy farmers
received for their prodifets in 1908 about
$2,700,000, while the addition t¢ the
wealth of the province would be over
three million dollars,

Room for Moreé Dairiés,

While these results are éntouraging,
showing a steady progress in dairving,
theré is room and to spare for more
creameries and dairy farms, for we &til]
import about two-thirds of the buttép
locally consumeéd and ghipped to Yukon.
The high price secured for butter at
first hand should prove an incentive to
the establishmeént of more oreameries.

The sanitary conditions of the dair-
les are being looked after by the in-
spectors, who are instrueted to enforée
the regulation so as to seeure the
greatest possible cleanifhess in the
housing of stock and handling of milk.
It is also the intention to use the ser-
Vices of lecturers and demenstrators to
a greater degree in future to instruct
the farmeérs in the most approved
methods used in the older provinees
and in Europe, 4

Raising of Poultry,

The raising of poultry, ioeked ipon
by farmgrs as unimportant and there-
fore a much-neglected branch of farm
work, is & very profitable busifiess, and
offers good opportunities to all who will
take it up seriously. Men expérienced
in the business colint upeéti. a elear
profit of from one té upwards of twe
dollars per year from each hen. Com-
pare that with the average profit de-
rived per head of dairy cows and the
difference in the cost of feed and la-
bor, and all the advantage would lie
with the poultry yard. The demand
for poultry and' eggs is great and ever
increasing. Like fruit growing there is
no fear of glutting the market, for
overproduction is an éxtrémely rémote
possibility,

The average price of eggs in 1905 was
30 cents per dozen; in 1906, 84 cents! iA
1907, 37% cents; and in 1908, 40 eents,
on increase in.three years of ten cemts
per dozen in spite of the faet that there
Wwas a very considerable increass in
local produetion in those yea¥s; The
prices of poultry have also. inoressed
20 to 25 per ¢ent. in the same period,
and the demangd is always greater than

the “Supply. Poultry raisers in some ,

instances are handicapped from want
of facilities for marketing thefy pro-
ducts to the best advantage, but a rem-
edy for this im promised through a
scheme for co-operation by which. the
creamery companies will handls paul-
try and eggs as well as their own &ute
put of butter amd cream.
Farm Proguce Imported.
Notwithstanding a substantial in-
erease in agricultural produce, the lo-
(Concluded en page 12) °
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