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interest comes before us as, for instance, that of the Systematic
Beneflcence Scheme, is it not possible, in such a representation of
the churches as we find here, to do more to secure its hearty adop-
tion and constant operation than by any other means we could de-
vise? ' We believe that such meetings for consultation on Christian
work are highly profitable and are requisites to enlarged prosperity.
. Again, we think a high purpose wofild be gecured in our Asso-
ciational gatherings if there were some definite time set apart for
the discussion of important topics of doctrinal or pr.ctical bearing.
By this we mean that persons previously appointed should give most
careful study to some allotted subject and bring the results of their
mature investigations before the people. This might necessitate
some ohange in our customary- operations, but we believe the
change would he beneficial. There is nothing gained by being too
tenacious of old forms in ar: age of progress. It is better to be ec-
lectic, and in this matter we might learn a lesson of profit from
some of our smaller gatherings.

If then greater consecration to Christign work, better laid
schemes for successful operation and fuller knqwledge of the truth
to be proclaimed be the great ends in view we are under obligation
#0 to conduct our exercises as to secure their fullest realization.
This mﬁrequire that greater prominence be piven to some de-
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partmen§s of our Associational programme and perhaps in_some
oases o different appropriation of the time at our disposal. If our
endeavour is to secure, as fully as possible, the above-mentioned
ends, we believe that, first, as the best means to Christian conse-
orution, a greater emphasis should he given to devotional exercises.
Have we not reason to fear, brethren, that our meetings for prayer,
placed as they are at the hours when it is most difficult to be pres-
ent, are often looked upon as secondary in importance and are
often suggested a8 a means of occupying the time while the people
are gathering ? If our meetings are to %
Jower, if we are to gain from them warmer impulses in Christian
ife, then we must bring to them a special interest in the seasons of
prayer. In reference to the second mentioned purpose of our meet-
ing, that of consultation on Christian work, it may be objected that
our time is now so fully occupied as to place such a meeting beyond
our reach, We ask if the reading of chuich letters were dis-
pensed with, or merely a synopsis of them given, and a meeting
~ such as is proposed substituted, would there nop he more advan-
tago gained ? We believe that there would be more benefit result-
ing to the churches if the combined wisdoni of the Association were
employed in deliberating concerning church interests, rather than
in reading letters which, in the majority of cases, are written
gimply because letters are expected and not because there is any-
thing agecial to communicate. Or if it be deemed advisable to con-
tinue the custom of letter-writing could not sufficient time for such
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