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WHAT MR. DAVIE PROPOSES.
~ Premier Davie commenced his election
stumping tour mt Duncan’s with a char-
weteristic speech. To those who consult
the report we give to-day the lmes on
which he proposes to conduct his side of
the campaign will be quite apparent, To
the people of Cowichian he eays in effeot:
¥If' you' return anybody but % slavish
supporter of the government you will be
punished by the road appropriations being
cut off.” Mr. Davie will' nome of a sup-
porter with any independence; the sort
of member he takes to is one who will
not critidize the government's eourse or
“‘expose. the premier's fallacies.” 8o it
is that & would prefer the election of a
lay figure like Mr. Sutton to that of a
man who would be apt to think and
speak for himself, like Major Mutter.
Thus the Hon. Theo. has taken care to
lay down at the outset the two main
planks -of bis platform. First, he must
have & “thumbs-up” brigade like unto that
he has commanded in the present house;
and second, he proposes to reward and
punish districts as they furnish or refuse
vo furnish contributions to a .brigade of
- this character. Any other men might
~ have hesitated to fleclare hisniself o uu-.
isguisedly a wouldsbe dictator and pras-
tically @ corruptionist, but the premier’s
unusual share of ‘mnerve” enabled him
to do so -withont a blush or a' quaver.
‘We may point out that in the premier's
“‘appropriation”’ argument there is quite
as much weakness as immorality. At a
bye-election 'which could not “have re-
sulted in the upsetting of the government
#t might have strengthe enough, but not
in a general election which is more than
likely to put the administration of affairs
into new hands. There are many chances
that Mr.. Daviie will have no opportunity
of carrying gut the system of rewa-ds
and punishments «which he proposes to
base on the results of the elections in
the various districts. If the people want
.ed any further incentive for . voting
_against the government than. its notori-
ously ‘bad management: of the province's
affairs they would surely find it in this
3mpudent proposal o bribe them: ' with
more than their proper share of the pub-
lic appropriations or punish: them by
withholing what is justly due. “In vain
doth the fowler spread his net in sight
of any bird.” o oy

r

THE NAKUSP COMMISSION.

The premier and his henchmen and the
government organs have accompanied the
_appointment ‘of the royal '~ egmmission
wiith & new flourish of trumpets over the
Nakusp and Slocan -affair. Amnother
‘chours of “Look how brave and confident
if the premfier” .is heard from the faith-
ful.” Of course the premier is vonfident
of a whitewash, and therefore brave,

since he has rof ‘g oy BEZ a4 5
5 E garotully ‘@i@«;&?,ﬁ ¥ "{"}4 across Canada. on: his homeward jour-
Since Nellie Bly weunt around the’

®ecure a gnesided investigation: - Hs
wown ideas of the value ‘of the inguiry
may be inferred from the fact that ke
did not ask the legislature to vote any
sum for the expense of the commission.
There i#s o money to pay the commis-
sioners, much less to pay the expense
of bringing up witnesses, ete. . Mr, Davie
apparently expects that any evidénee ad-
verse to the government will be produced
at the expense of private individuals, and
8o it must be supposed that he'does not
expect any such evisence. It is rather
too much to ask that the cost on one
side. of sueh an inguiry shall be borne by
the public purse while the other jis to be
Jprovided by pnivate persons fcting in
the public interest. The .government’s
-very peculiar and unusual course in re-
gard o the expenses of the commission

-~ i shows - quite- elearly.. that. they - look. upon. |

3t as a jqmeans of covemng up their mis-
‘behavior in the Nakusp affair. But
whatever the result of the commission
may be, the government will not be able
to rconceal the fact that they failed  to
safeguard the public interest in dealing
with that pailway; the truth is so plainly
apparent that it canmot now be hidden
from the’ public. Mr. Davie may get
his whitewash and he may call to his
aid ail possible hardibood and comfidence,
but still’ the people will not acquit him.
«of having gone out ‘of his way to make
‘a bad bargain for the province.

MR. BROWN'S RETIREMBNT, °

Mr. Brown has been obliged by orders
from Ottawa 4o abandon the local polii-
ical field, and will therefore not be.a can-
didate at the coming election. Every man
who wishes ‘well to the province will re-
ceive the announcement of Mr. Brown's
enforced retirement with regret, for the
member for New Westminster city has
been an able, vigilant and' untiring
worker in ‘the people’s interest.  His
absence wi#ll undoubtedly cadse a gap
in the ranks of the present opposition
party not easily filled. Of course he
will be succeeded in New Westminster
by an opponent of the Davie government
and its methods, but a new merber can-
mot be. ' expeated 1o carry the same
strengthy and influence as one of Mr.
Brown’s experience. We believe, though,
that M. Kennedy, who will almost cer-
tainly be Mr. Brown’s suoccessor, is an
exceptionally able man and is likely to
prove -a very efficient member of the
house. There is very good reason to
an:fect that the order which caused Mr.
Brown’s. retiirement was called forth by
instigation of the Davie government and
‘its friends, who thus paid a compliment
o the member for New ‘Westtiminster,
though; in doing o0 they ' were actuated
by most unworthy ‘motives. Their .ittle
plan will' hardly bring -them all the »oc-

fram paralyzing the ‘opposition.

NANAIMO.

J. Matthews, W. G. Fraser, A. Mc-
Murtrie, J. A. Thompson and K. W
Bickle have been appointed a committee
to wait on Hon. Theodore Davie and

ments of Wellington new townsite. A
particular request will be made to have
Victoria avenue improved. Residents on
the townsite will be .asked to register
their lots as soon as possible in order to
facilitate incorporation.

There was an amusing case in the po-
lice court this morning, the outcome of
the masquerade ball at Cedar district last
Saturday evening. A young man in the
exuberance of his' spirits. started throw-
ing pie around, and a piece hit a young
lady in the face, hence the:trouble.
When the case came on this afternoon
the young lady was not willing to enter
the witness box ahd finally withdrew the
charge she had previously laid" against
the young man. The magistrate gave
some good advice and the parties inter-
ested wended their way home, possibly
a little wiser, if not sadder, than they
were before the proceedings. £

Robert ' Henderson Scott, foreman of
the Northfield mine, died shortly before
11 o’clock yesterday morning at his resi-
dence on the Wellington road. For close
on twenty years Robert Scott has been
intimately connected with the New Van-
couver Coal company and the Welling-
_ton -collieries since 1876, when he first
‘came to Nansimo from Puget Sound.
Mr. Scott had been ailing for some time
“On ‘Sunday last the deceased underwent
‘an operation, and a few hours later he
became very much worse, and the doc-
tors in attendance realized that their pa-
tient ‘was ‘suffering ‘from 'a ‘severe affec-
tion of the heart. Detween 11 and 12
o'clock yesterday morning he passed
away. Robert Henderson Scott was
born April 27th, 1834, in Lanarkshire,
Scotland, where his father was engaged
in mining. At an early age Mr. Seott
commenced work underground, amnd rap-
idly rose to positions of responsibility.
For several years. prior to his leaving
Scotland he was engaged either in con-
tracting or managing mines in Lanark-
shire and Linlithgowshire. In 1865 Mr.
Scott left his native country for Jack-
son county, Illinois, where for several
years he had charge of some large mines.
In 1875 he came out to the coast, and
for a few months was engaged in mines
on Puget Sound. The following year
Mr. Scott came to Nanaimo, and for a
period of two years worked in the em-
ploy of the Vancouver Coal Conipany.
He then took a position at Wellington
in the Dunsmuirs’ mines and remained
there for ten years.. Mr. Scott was in
the mine when the terrible explosion-oc-
curred at Wellington in 1879, but was
not injured. TIn 1889 Mr. Scott resigned
his position at Weilington, intending to
return to Scotland, but just about!that
time Northfield shaft was opened and
Mr. Scott got the contract for the work
of development. Since then Mr. ®cott
has continued at Northfield. The' de-
ceased was marriad in July, 1853,  to
Mary, daughter of William Rowan, ‘of
Lanarkshire,. Scotland. His wife and
several children survive him.

TO PASS THROUGH CANADA.

Mr. George Griffith, of England, who
recently left London.for the purpose of
lowering the record. -around: the world,
will, within the next . tweo weeks; pass

ney.
world in T4 days, the record -has not
been broken. Mr. Griffith expects, by
availing himself of the C. P. R. and its
new line of steamers across the Pacific
ocean, to accomplish the trip in 66 days,
or in eight days less than Nellie Bly.
Here is what a recent issue of the Lon-
don Globe says in regard to Mr. (rif-
fith’s trip: By an extraordinary combina-
tion of circumstances it .was possible for
for any one leaving London yesterday
to get around the world, weather and
other circumstances permitting,
days—or in eight days less time than the
present record, which now stands at 74,
to. the credit of a lady journalist, Miss
Nellie Bly, of sthe New York World.
Miss Bly travellel by the eastera route
-~that is to say, from New York via Liv-
erpool, London, Calais, Brandisi and the
Suez canai. At 11 o'clock yesterday Mr,
George Griftith, who had already been
round the world three times, and with
-whomthe ' writer-nhad a chat a-few mo~
ments prior to his departure, left Char-
ing Cross for the purpose of reducing
the existing record to 66 days. ‘Do you
serioasly imagine it possible to ecircum-
vent the globe in 66 -days, when three
years ago it was found impossible to
aeccomplish the task in less than T4 days,
travelling at the greatest speed?”’ was
the first question put. “Most decidedly,
provided trains and steamers do their du-
ty aeccording to schedule,” replied Mr.
QGriffith., Schedules allow, as far as
steamers are concerned, a slight margin
for weather and accidents, that is to say,
sometimes they arrive a little ahead Uf
schedule time. It is to that that I'am
trusting, plus a few hours between con-
nections. The combination of connec-
tions of which I am availing myself has
only been found after months of exam-
ination of time tables and sailing lists,
and it is the only time that will \eccur in
its present series probably for several
‘years to come. It gets me to Yokohanin
the day before the departure of the Cu-
nadian Pacific = steamer for Victoria.
These steamers only leave fortnightly.
My longest wait for schedule time is «t
Yokohama, wheére I shall have under:12
hours. In other words, the steamer has,
after travelling 9,195 miles, to 'arrive
within half a day of its appointed time,
or my whole object will be frustrated.”
“That being your longest wait,” what is
your shortest?”  ‘“Ten minutes at Mou:
treal, ‘where' the_sleeping car portion -of
the Inter-ocean ¥xpress is timed to get
in at 8.30 a. m.. The Delaware & Hud
son train leaves for New York at 8.40.
1f T succeed in eatching this the thing
is done; if not I shall have to wait until:
6.20 pm.,/And then I shall have an ex-
citing time to New York, and the berth
of the stenmer New York—in faet, ‘a
nominal 12 honrs’ journey. will have to
be done in 12 1-2 hours, including a cab
ride fromi' the New York Central station
down to the quay. Once on the deck of
the New York, and, bar accidents, the
world's record will:be lowered to 86 days,
and posgibly even 65. Altogether. I shall
have travelled 21,296 miles, and [ osti-
mate that the trip will cost about £250.
I shall not avail myself of auy special
means  of tramsit, as my object is to
prove that it ean be done by the ordinary
means:-of travel.
tables and schedules the task. is possible,

but only by starting. to-day.”

poist out to him the needs and require-
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The Premier Fires His First Shot
in the Election Cam-
© O paign. - ¢ Wi

g ¥
N,

He Takes Major Mutter to Task for
showing Some Inde-
pendence.

- Duncan’s ‘April 21.—The agricultural
hall’ was comfortably: filled with the eféc-
tors of Cowichan at Hon. Theodore Da-
vie's meeting this evening. Mr. Duncan
took the chair and called upon the at-
torney-general to address the meeting.

Hon. Mr. Davie stated that he intend-
ed addressing the electors in every por-
tion of the province, but that he consid-
ered it only right that his own constitu-
ency should be the first to hear him
publicly explain political matters. He
said some of the issues raised by his
opponents were sound and some were un-
sound, and that he would answer them
briefly. He intended during the cam-
paign to defend himself and his govern-
ment and not to make attacks. The op-
ponents of the government took advan-
tage of the hard times to criticise the
government for the country’s debt, but
notwithstanding the assertions of their
adversaries the credit of the province
was second in the money markets of
the world. He defended .the action.of
the government in spending the intestate
estates fund and other funds, as it did
not -have to borrow so'long. as it used
these funds. Heé compared the debt of
“the province with that of ‘the cities' of
 Victoria and - Vancouver to show the
debt of the provinee was nut an-extraor-
dinary éne. He accused Mr. Beayen of
7using the whole of the intestate estates
fund without having the right to do 'so.
‘g8 his government was not-paying: for
it The premier then dealt with the Na-
kusp & Slocan railway matter. He said
the charges against the government wers
utterly hollow. . Its opponents were even
so rabid that in the end they accused
the members of the government of per-
:sonal corruption.. They had the oppor-
tunity - of .calling the members of the
government before a committee «f the
house, and it would not be a whitewash-
ing committee, as the minority would
have every opportunity of inquiring into
the matter and the evidence would have
been made public. The opposition would
not have been ruled out of erder had
they moved for a royal commission. How-
ever, the commission was appointed.
Both its members were above reproach
and never interfered in politics. . Mr.
Davie then quoted numerous figures to
show the government’s arrangements
with the Nakusp & Slocan railway com-
pany were all right. The Nakusp
Slocan matter was a very difficult one |
to explain, but he advised the electors,
to read his speeches on the matter, which
he had printed, and which he would
be pleased to send to any elector who
might drop him a card. He answerad
the charge that the road was not being
built in a ‘proper manner by saying tlat
all railway contractors would scamp
their work if they got a chance, but it
was impossible for them to do so in this’
case, as the road had to be built accep®
tably to the C. P. R., the Dominion gov-
ernment and the provincial government:
He dealt with the conversion of the debt
of the province, and stated that in this,
as in other matters, Mr. Beaven’'s policy
was-to tell half truths, and a'man -vhe’
tells half truths can tell big lies. Mzl
Davie declared that Cowichan could gain
“no ‘fdvantage from joining :theg /prasi-
tion‘tvith Beaven as leader, and warned:
the electors that if they did so.the pros-
perity of .the district would end. . The,
government always gave Cowichan lib-
eral appropriations; and opposition - talk
would not give the district roads, streets
and bridges. The roads in Cowichan
were better than in other districts, thanks
to the government. Things would have
been immeasurably worse for the dis-_
trict had the opposition been in power.
He had interested himself in the im-
provement of' the Cowichan river &nd
had instructed Mr. Haslam to secure the
services of a thoroughly skilled enginecer
to see what should be done in the mattar.
In closing he said that the election was
approaching and that he had nothing to
fear and trusted in” the good sense of
the people to return him and his party,
as he had a straightforward tale to tell
and they were going to march to victory
like well trained soldiers through a mob,
as the opposition were.

Mr. Croft, after thanking the eleetors
for -past . honers,  said-he.was net.a can-
didate for re-election.

Dr.. Lewis Hall stated that he had
been asked by a number of the electors
to stand for the district, but as he had
not time te conduct a personal canvass
he would not offer himself as a candi-
date.

Major Mutter, of Somenos, on rising
to speak, was greeted with applause. He.
said what Cowichan wanted was a resi-
dent member who could look after theé
interests of the district. The attorney-
general had told them a great deal about
railways. which they did not understand,
but what they were interested in was
what concerned the district in general
and the repairing of the Cowichan river
in particular. He criticized the action
of the government for its lack of ‘inter-
est in the matter. He took the pttorney
general to task for the statement that
he had made in public in Nanaimo to
the effect that the country was not ad-
apted for sheep raising. 'The attorney-
general might know a great deal about
law, but he knew nothing about sheep-
raising, and he (Major Mutter) believed
the country 'to be particularly adapted
for that industry. He asked the suffrage
of. the people as an independent support-
er of the government. That did not wmean,
as the Colonist stated, that he would be
an oppositionist. The Colonist sesmed
to take it for granted'it knew everything,
and he thought it did the government
more harm than good.

A Voice—How .about panthers?

Major Mutter thought .that the gov-
ernment should give a larger bonus for
the destruction of panthers.

Another Voice—How  about the fifth
portfolio? o

The major told them to-ask the-attor-
ney-general that.

Mr. Sutton stated that he was known
to the electors of Cowichan, having de-
livered a' lecture on phrenology ' there
some time ago and read the heads of
most of the people. He therefore knew
that they were wise ‘eneugh to know on
which side their bread was buttered and
wise enough to support the government
which gave them such liberal appropria-
tions. -He. warned the electors to be-
ware: of the opposition, for if they got
into power they would be sure to squeeze
Cowichan. Cowichan should send two
government supporters, as they can ‘get
more for the distriet. than opposition

&

Ontario is obtaining near-

‘Iy ‘all her revenue from timber, and the
| government of the day should encourage
lumbering industries. . He patted the gov-{
ernment on the back for its action in |
1 the Nakusp & Slocan matter.
-exgeption to the statements made by Ma-

He took

jor Mutter. A man is not independent
in the house. He must obey the de-
mands of his constituents and the party

f which ' he supports. He was running as

a supporter of the government,

showed considerable ‘enthusiasm.” He
said there was not the slightest use for
the électors. to return him and not return
one who would agree with him. He
thoroughly repudiated Major Mutter as
' a government candidate. He blamed the
Flockmasters' Association, of which the
major is a member, for sending a letter
criticizing the statements of the opposi-
tion papers. He was working quietly
to pave the way so that the government
might take action in improving the Cow-
ichan river. He had an amendment in-
serted in the drainage and dyking sct
which enabled the government to give
aid to municipalities, and when they re-
ceived the report of the engineer on the
Cowichan river he would take advan-
tage of the clause to secure help for
the repairing of the river. Raising his
voice, the attorney-general ‘‘enthusiasti-
cally” said: “I tell you once for all I
don’t want the support of such men as
Major Mutter, ' wuo criticizes my ac-
tions. I do not want the support of a
man who will go about exposing my. fal-
lacies when he sees fit. I do not want
a 'slavish support, but I want a colleague
who will advise me, not one who will
ridicule me in public, and I tell you if
you elect Major Mutter you had better
not elect me.”” He stated further that
he was not responsible for what was in
the Colonist, and whether it was right or
wrong was a matter of opinion.

Major Mutter regretted that the pre-
mier- felt insulted in the matter, as he
wished to conduct the campaign in a
gentlemanly way, and he thought the
premier had no right to personally apuse
him.. The attorney-general’s speech was
practically supporting the other candi-
date. If the attorney-genmeral did not
wish to be returned with him the best
thing the electors could do was to not
return the attorney-general. He would

port, nor would he be dictated to. He
intended to use his own judgment :nd
to preserve his independence; at the same
time he was willing to give the govern-
ment an independent support in public
matters. - d

After the usual vote of thanks to the
chairman the meeting adjourned.

It was rumored that a requisition was
being prepared asking Mr. Croft to run
again, and should the requisition be a
strong one no doubt.he will do so. There
are now three candidates in the field, the
attorney-general, W. J. Sutton and Ma-
jor Mutter. - The consensus of opinion
in the district is that in a three-corner-
ed fight Major Mutter will defeat Mr.
Sutton. It is not -probable that there
gell](li be any opposition candidates in the

Bungarian Soeialists.

Buda Pest, April 23.—A socialist mob
.made an attack upon:the municipal buil-
dings at Holdemezo, Vasarhely, Huan-
gary, yesterday evening. The gendarmes
fired imto . the crowd killing ~two and
wounding a dozen. The streets were then
cleared.

- Chock Full of Sin.
#; iexington,  Ky., April 23.-—Miss Yol-

Jjudgment against Col. Breckinridge ure
qguife ‘poor. Although the colonel was
known to' be wealthw before the {rial;
sueh disposition has been made of his es-
tate durirg the progress of the legal hat-
tle that. there is very great doubts as to
whether he could be forced to produce a
fifteenth of the judgment sum. &
General Vispatches.

London, April 20.—The members eof
the American colony and the frieuds of
. Ada Rehdan turned out in force at Duiv's
theatre this afternoon to celebrate the
hundredth performance of *Twuelfth
. Night.,” = The 'performance was made a
special occasion as a tribute to the dis-
#tinguished American actress, and she was
| given an enthusiastic reception, the stage
being covered with flowers after the soc-
ond act.

London, April 23.—Timothy Healy, the
noted Nationalist member of parliament,
,will retire from public life after the dis-
solution of the present parliament. While
-no-offieinl  statement has-been made con+
cerning his future movements, one of his
‘friends is respomnsible for the report that
he' intends to identify himself with news
paper work in the United States.

Awerican.

San Francisco, April 21.—Fredericks
takes his conviction with considorable
philosophy. There is nothing in  his
bearing to indicate fear or remorse. The
officials of the ecity prison are very unx-
jous to get rid of the prisoner vnd fear
that he will make an attempt to ‘cheat
the gallows by.commuitting suicide. 'Ihis
morning: his: cell was'searched aad a
close watch will be kept-on him until e
is taken to San Quentin.
 New York, April 23.—The locusts ap-
peared by thousands yesterday, coming
up through holes in the ground, wh'ch
leoked as though made with a cane, and
varying from one to three-feet in depth:
At sunset the larvae retired into. these
holes. If the weather is warm they will
be able to climb this week, and the des-
fruction to young foliage will begin.
Most of the grubs which came. out yes-
terday were very lively. They are pre-
cisely like those which appeared in 1877.
fChe darvae umder the moss have been
sheltered : in. perfectly formed clay 'nests’
simfilar to those of wasps. - The average
depth: at which they are now found is
one foot, showing that they. have travel-
led from: two to three feet within two
weeks, Isarge numbers have been dis-
covered in Illinois and Missouri within a
few days.

The mayor of Winnipeg has recsived
a letter from the Northwestern Cordage
Company, St. Paul, Minn., making en-
quiries as to’the inducements that Win-
nipeg will offer for a binding twine and
rope factory. = The company provose to
start a mill of $50,000 capital, with a
capacity of 12,000 pounds of hinding
twine per day, and enough sisal aud :nan-
illa rope to supply the demand.

A number .of Winnipeg citizons with
shovels and spades dug a trench across
Main street in the north end to lat away
the water ‘which had been flooding the
cellars in that vieinity. When daylight
arrived the corporation laborers finished
the work. ~'The prairies’'in the --estern
part of the city are covered with water
but' the flood: is subsiding.

* Mr. Davie, on rising a second time, |’

give no man nor party a slavish sup-.

Jehanees ‘for eollécting her $15.000

It is.the Best Infant Food for the Foltowing Reasons :
1. Tt is the perfeet equivalent of mether's milk.
2.-A new bora infant can take'it readi&ﬁ‘a'nd digest it/ perfectly

8. 1t agrees perfectly with mother’s wi
4. It 1equires only water to prepare it for use.

5. It bas proved satislactory waen every other infaat foo
8Sold ty Grocers and Druggists. Prepared by : :

THE JOHNSTON FLUID
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BEEF G0,; MONTREAL

MEMBERS AND FREE PASSES.

A Bribe That Robs Legislators of Their
- Independence.

When Mr. Mulock introduced the bill
to regulate ocean freight on cattle, tle
dealers in. Montreal sneered at what they
considered his presumption in meddling
with affairs he did not understand, and
the Montreal Star promptly published x
cable - dispatch to the effect that! the
dealers in ‘Eingland were laughing at him.
As the Montreal dealers have since prac-
tically ‘“confessed  that he knew better
what he was about than they did, it is
presumed the laugh in England has by
this tifme got around te the other side of
the face. ' ‘He has smce introduced an-
other bill, but of this one we have not
heard that it' has provoked anything like
laughter. It is very short, containing bat
two clauses. The first one reads:

“No’ member of the senate or of the
house ‘6f commons shall be carried, by
any railway, to and from Ottawa in con-
nection with his dttendance at the ses-
sion of parliament, either free or at any
rate less than that allowed to the zeneral
publie.”

“The second is merely an amendment of
the deélaration whicu it is necessary to
make ‘in respect to sessional indemnity
and mileage. It is a short bill put rull
offnatter, and so fdf'the persons ~oncern-
ed“liavé ‘not been khown to grow merry
over it. ' In fact, the popular -belief is
that' it has had a ‘¢ontrary effect, ani
that'silent curses have been evoked «.n the
head of the too scrupulons member for
North York. It is no news, perhaps, to
the“electors who send members to parlia-
ment to be tola that tnese very fine gen-
try are in the yearly habit of travelling te
OttatWa with' passes in their pockets and
drawing their mileage as it they had paid
their way.. At ten cents ¢ mile, the rate
allowed, this in many case amounts up to
a- considerable sum.
bia member for example, whose residence
is 2800 miles from Ottawa, draws 3560
in mileage, although he has been carried
to the capital on a free pass. The amounts
in the cases of our Northwest members
are by no means insignificant, and with
the exception of Senator Boulton, who is
understood to have returned his pass,
every man Jack of them travels to Ot-
tawa and return without any charge for
railway fare.. It is a species of petty
thieving, of course, but as it has teen
sanctioned by long usage the members
experience no difficulty in reconciling
their consciences to it.. They think the
mileage is a legitimute perquisite, al-
though they must of necessity know that
they draw it under a false pretence. The
Jawsinteuds that the gentlemen who. give,
their-time to pa’fiiam‘en’taty affairs at Ot-
tawa shall not be out of pocket! it is not
proposed to recompense them, but inerely
to indemnify them aguinst loss. There-
fore the law allows them a thousand dol-
lars eackr to maintain them in a suitable
manner while in attendance at the ses-
sions,, and it further provides that the
country shall also pay their way to and
from the capital at the very liberal rate
of ten cents a mile. It does not cost ten
cents a mile to travel in Canada, inglud-
ing railway and sleeping fares and meals
on the way; but the country cannot af-
ford. to split half-pennies in .matters of
this kind, and accordingly a liberal allow-
ance is made. X !

It has been the policy of the C. P. R.
gince -its inauguration to keep members
of parliament and local legislatures in its
pay, and no sooner is a member elected
than he is presented with a pass: This
may not be the invariable rule in the case
of provincial legislators; but it is the vn-
failing practice in the case of members
of the commons and senate, .'T'he other
railways have followed the example of
the C. P. R., and the sum of ‘it is that
every session members come flocking to
Ottawa from all directions with a rail-
way retainer in ‘their pockets. = This Js
so corrupting that it is infinitely worse
than the petty thieving which follows. A
member  of parliament should be above
the contemptible fraud of taking mileage
under such circumstances, but when he
sits “in parliament with a railway pass
in his pecket he has sold his independ-
ence.  This is espeeiglly true in the case
of the C. P. R., which is in attendance
every session  knocking 'at the door of
parliament for some legislative favor.
How can these men act independently,
and hold the scales evenly betwesn the
company and the country, when they
have accepted the company’s bribe? For
that it is, look at it how we may. It
is a bribe and it is intended as a bribe.
These favors are bestowed in expectation
of favors to be returned.  What are
members of parliament, that they should
be singled out as a class to whom rail-
ways should give the privilege of free
transportation? It cannot be that they
aré objects of .charity, for however Jittle
is to be said in praise of some of them
they are not tramps and begg_ars, nor
are they selected because of their jover-
ty. And there is the less reason for char-
ity in"their case.in the fact that the
country has already provided that thay
shall be taken to Ottawa and sent home
again at the public expense. The r:}il-
ways give them passes to gain favor with
them, to put them under a compliment,
to .earn their gratitude under a sense of
obligation, and therefore the transaction
is a bribe. ' Dees anyone suppose that
the Northwest"members would be 30 si-
lent in the face of the complaints against
the freight rates if they had not for the

time sold themselves to- the C. P. R,

their free railway passes being the con-
sideration? With those passes in their
pockets they are not free men. That is
worse than the petty thieving which is
committed when taking mileage under
the false pretence of having paid their
fares, though this itself is so bad that
a stop should be put to it. Tt is to be
hoped Mr. Mulock’s bill will become law.
It is an honest measure, intendsd to
make members manly and independent.
But it will not pass. It will give the
house a bad quarter of an hour to get
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e ) ; members will squirm whe

division bell rings, and they wil] F:;“:h»
their pride and keep the bribe—yy; '
peg Nor'Wester. {ngj-
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A QUB_)lSTION' OF DAMAGES,

The Views of the Toronto Mail on th
Sealers’ Claims. e
The latest phase of the Behring
dispute has its serious side. Our .
bors passed the necessary law reg
sealing  according to the termsb
award, and were particularly
that Great Britain should follow their

exl.;mple. The imperial authorities Wore
quite willing to aet, But the measure they
introduced exemipted from the penaltio.
it Prescribed all sealers who hag left ﬁ,r:
prior to the.passage of the restriot

legislation. . Washington has taken L:);

ground that the exemption is

?f the understanding, and has fougzht f
its elimination from the Projected ﬂt:ltn")r
The official representations on thig ‘mi\:‘ :
have no doubt been eourteous ey
But the ‘press of the United Sta
declared’ war more 'than once, 1n4 on
p.aper, at’'least, Great Britain has 1
literally swept out of existence,
the cu‘riosities of the periodica] literatyre
and, indeed, of the political oratory (,}
the Republic, is'the Baste with vhi,
friendly nations are, on the slightest :(l
vocation, assailed and conquered, I“I:
::i.zhzgly a few days ago that a Jdistip-

senator w ng!

should be brought to her s ey =
U}lcle Sam as a'punishment for the '{;
stinacy of her capitalists, who, on ueli(i)nl-
grounds, decline to accept they bim‘etenli"l‘
standard. A faction in the United Sta?nlj

composed- of philanthropists of
ces, want to unload silver ?1;;: Stphef
world at a great profit to themselyeg
Engla‘nd. declines to afd this frau‘dw for
such it is, upon the working public. Sh
is, of i i e
» OL course, sefish in protecting Ler peo-
ple. At all events, she is not sufficiontly
unselfish to sit still and be robbed, ‘Her
obstinacy aggravates the silver faction
and the senator who speaks for 1ae is.
appointed speeciildtors declares that
la}nd must be brought down.
ring Sea différence was a good
calamatog_s than'the silver issu
»last.ed. foi“‘some of the journals in the
United Stafes practically obliterated John
Bull. , Threats gave way to actunl vio-
lenee—ox_i"papexf—p.nd the old gentleman
suffered ‘#s’ he has ney' 'sr,sulge'red before.
 But, Ithott : 'thg)rp hlv dereased hy tie
e(h‘téﬁz :frém thé lgﬁntré to the Fhucific
Fingland hés continted to' do bisiness o)
the old stand, “and Her statesmon h.-e
pushed through the legislation as it v ac
orlgu.mlly drafted. Now, that th. muas
ure is understood more clearly tian it
was a week ago, the press of the Uni(ed
States must regret the conquost,
ought to be'‘rendy to return the 'Que«-'x
per crown.. The fact is that tlie law js
in full accordance with the Paris :ward,
and. that” while it does not requice the
p‘umghment of sealers who have passed
out into'the Pacific prior to ke passage.
Et does impose upon the Britisp v.ssls
in the western seas ‘the duty - v iriing
all sealing ecaptains of the nature of the
la_w, after which watning non-obser.: n-e
will lead to the infliction of the penaltics.
A‘ very remarkable «dunternational dcprrt-
ure- is this Belring Nea regulation w:t.
The United States claim to own the seals
and here is England using her nivy to
pro_teet the alleged property of u nation
which: on paper so frequently assails nud
defeats-her.  But the evidence of ivod
‘faithAwhich- ‘the mreasure affords is uoth-
ing new. It cost England $100,000 fo
keep the Canadian sealers out of Behring
S_ea during the pendency of the modus
vivendi. Under the treaty submitting
the question to arbitration, the Unitel
States was to pay this $100,000 if the
award went against that eountry. Lotore
England knew what the result would he,
she voluntarily withdrew all claim f.r the
repayment of all this money. But x=be
did not-abandon the compensation th:t
is due on account of the illegal seizure «f
Canadian vessels in the Behring Sea from
1886 onward. That money has yat o e
paid, and the wonder is that the restrict-
ive law was passed before it was handed
over.
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¥ans of the Orient.

A frivolous fan
Of festive Japan
Unfolded its wonders to me:

In no other part of the world is the
fan an article of so great importance as
in the east; this is not alone due to the
climate, which makes it a necessity for
‘“cooling the air,”’"but to the especial sig-
nificance attached to it as a symbol of
authority, and in some cases as an em
blem of royalty.

The origin _of the open fan, which the
Japanese call uchiwa and the Chinese
shan, is lost in the mists of antiquity.
‘The Chinese claim that it was brought
into use in the Celestial Empire by @
ruler who came to the Dragon Thron
B. C. 2697. Where it came from they
do not state, but we find it mentioned iu
the literature of the ancient Egyptians
and Assyrians, and specimens have been
exhumed from their buried cities. The
early Greeks must have become accus
tomed to its use, as we find various re-
- presentations of it on vases and other
articles of decorations belonging to them.
Historians disagree as to its origin, as
well as to the date thereof. Some claim
that the wings and tails of birds made
the first fans; others that .the leaves of
trees made the original cooling appari-
tus. Feather fans are certainly of an-ent
date, but it is not at all improbable that
Eve, whose inventive genius fashioned
gowns of fig leaves, made use of the
broad leaf of the palm for “moving the
air ‘and cooling = herself.”—Laura B.
Starr, in April Godey’s.
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