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^lls my Father's heart with such bitter sorrow and agonizes
it with such fearful forebodings.

°

I might rest the whole subject of Theatrical amusements
iiere and dispose t>f it «s a wrong and an evil because of its
antagonism to the holy and happy working of the Family eco-nomy. It may be as well, however that something more beadvanced to show that in their very nature, they trench on
morality. I do not imagine tlicre is anything wrong in confes-
sing to some slight acquaintance in Dramatic Litemture : notindeed with the literature of the stage during the last twenty
years, except as it has been learned from our Magazines and
reviews. Bat what after all is the character of this literature^ithm this period ? Why so degenerate has the theatrical
taste become that driven to their wit's end the most unnaturaland grotesque of the Arabian Nights Entertainments have been
dramatized, and the foul and fascinating creatif - of Bulwer's
tiackguardism have been dramatized, and tiie . ;ld senseless
licentiousness of Byron's Don Juan has been dramatise 1, by
the caterers of the stage, and when these palled the diseased
appetite by their very grossness and were consigned to oblivi-
on, why they have dared, as was never done before, even

;r.fiir"nf"^u *"i^"^«"^8«<*
by the authority of the Roman

catholic Church
; (for she among her other abominations is apatroness of the Theatre, nay, what is her Mass but a mum-Wed show Her Altar a stage I Her priests-priests^-they areno priests! Her priests actors some of them very clumsy,

trigged out m gaudy trumpery, and her Mass but a scenic bur-
lesqueof the sufferings and death of the Divine Sjlviour -Iyes they have dared as was never done before since the dark
ages to mvi^e the domain of the Bible and as at this momentm rans imd probably in London, to dramatize the scenes of

Cro?&
^ *^^* Mysteries «f Gethsemaws «nd the

Bat say the Philosophic patrons of the Theatre the legiti-
mate Drama is aU right, and sue representations are but a
^prostitution of the stage. The legitimate drama is all right^And no harm can come of the Theatre when it contents itself
with the legitimate drama ! The legitimate drama !~that is
aie theme, and it is the favourite phrase, so favourite that I can
^waroe^et rid of it. Well I deny that the « legitimate drama"


