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Cfl, fiml reclfiiincti liv lirniinc; them up in

KiimiMcr; tliesc laiuls jit'tcrwiinls proihu'c the

best rriii)s. The cost of chjiiriiii; hii acre of

tiinbertMl hind inav be 'aken at L.H ; aii<l

other descriptions loss, varyiiii; witii tlie

locality. An twri of land prodnccs from 20

to 40 bnshels of wheat, or a eorrespondiny;

(]nantity of onts or barh'V, and continues to

(io so fur some years, without manure, before

it is exhausted. Hitherto, wiieat has sold in

the colony at 8». the bushel, oats at Os. Hay
pays remarkably well, varyini^ in price dnrinjj

the year fr«im L.8 to L 1 0, or more- per ton.'

For meat and vcfjetables, the miners, and

the Uritish fleet, which is sui)plicd by public

contract, aflford a reaily market. The In-

dians everywliere grow potatoes and "arrots

as far nortli as tincen ('iiarlotte's Isia id

;

tiieir pbm is to rep(\at the crop until the

_s;roun'l is exhausted, and then to clear more.

Tile potatoes arc excellent ; and potatoes and

salmon is t'leir standinij disii. Meat in the

colony is dear— Is. to I.5d. per lb.—which

to the consumer, liowcver, is counterbalanceil

by the remarkably low prices of tea. wine,

and spirits, in consequence of Victoria beins;

a free port. There is probably no fairer field

for a small capitalist at the present time than

British Columbia. By taking; up 100 or

150 acres of land in a minini^ locality, Svhicli

lie may do without beinu; called upon to pay

any portion of the purchase money for the

first year, he can, accordiiiu; to the latest

return of prices, sell his milk for 4s. a gallon
;

his butter for 4s. a pound ; ep;ivs for 4s. a

dozen ; bacon for Is. 3d. to 3s. a jtound ; and

all other farm proiluce at corresp<>ndin<i; rat.es.

The salmon fisheries in British Columbia
mijjjlit be made the most productive and

valuable in the world. The fish ascend the

rivers in vast (juantities, and are so abundant

that they are captured with a iiook tied to a

sti(.'k ; tlie bears even secure with their paws,

from the bank, of the streams, as many as

they wish. ?None of the fish, it is said, ever

return, as the receding waters leave them in

the buslies, and the banks are often covered

with the dead. They are found of all weitjhts

up to "20 lbs., and in flavour the best kinds

are said to be quite eipial to any in Europe.

On the coast the Indians live on them, and

catch them in a great variety of ways,—in

weirs ingenionsly constructed, and in baskets

ada])ted to receive them when they leap. In

suitaltle .situations they spear them, in deep

streams cunningly decoy them to the surface,

and in shallow water they stone them,—

a

whole trilie having been eeen thus engaged

on the banks of a river with great success.

The salmon fisheries may be said to be prac-

tically inexhaustible.

In a iiew colony, the most important con-

sideration for iiitondini; cniigrantf. is the

price of land, and the c(»nditions on which it

can be obtained, in British Columbia tho

terms are exceedingly liberal, and such as

nmst meet with a ready acceptance. Any
British subject may obtain IGO acres, in an-

ticipation of a survey, and acipiire an incho-

ate title simply by taking possession and by
the payment of a small *ee. As soon as the

land has been accurately surveyed, the pro-

prietor or his heirs can acquire a perfect title,

on payment of a sum not exceeding the rate

of 10s. ])er acre, but which it is expected will

soon be re<luccd to 5». In addition to 160
acres thus obtained, a settler can purchase

additional land, at a price not exceeding 10s.

per acre, of which os. is to be paid at tho

time, and tho remainder after a survey is

completed. The liberality of th's land law
mu.st prove attractive to a class of small capi-

talists whose profits are ins\ifficient for their

comfortable support at home.
There are two obstacles to the speedy co-

lonization of British Columbia,—namely, its

great distance from England, and the want
of roads into the interior. While '^anada,

the Caj)e, Australia, and New Zealand oiler

their lands on liberal terms, it is scarcely to

be expected that the Briti.sh emigrant, unless

under extraordinary inducements, will turn

his attention to tho youngest and most dis-

tant of the colonies, as a vovasre of five

months or an expcn.sive journey across tho

Isthmus, must be undertaken before ho can
reach the settlement. The distance of the

colony from the mother country counterba-

lances for the present its great attractions,

and will continue to do so until a road is

constructed across British North America.

This is a desideratum which we believe is now
seriously engaging the attention of scientific

men and of statesmen. Without it, not only

will liritish Columbia continue practically

inaccessible to the best class of en)igrants,

but a permanent barrier must continue to be

interposed to the colonization of a territory

not inferior in fertility to the best portions of

Canada. The basin of Lake Winnipeg and
the valley of the Saskatchewan Lave been

recently employed by order of the British

and Canadian Governments. Tlie quantity

of land in British North America fit for set-

tlement, and capable of cultivation, is esti-

mated at not less than 500,000 square miles.

The climate is no drawback, the heat of sum-

mer being sufficient to bring most of the ce-

reals to maturity over vast^racts of country

far north of the 49th parallel. The Red
River settlement is an example of the great

productiveness of this portion of the Ameri-

can continent ; and there are, it has bc^en iis-

certained, enormous areas, in the Saskatche-


